
Request For Appointment of Attorney 
 
Where a person faces a criminal charge and is “financially unable to retain” an attorney and 
“cannot afford competent qualified legal counsel without substantial hardship to themselves or to 
their dependents,” then they may qualify for Assigned Counsel. 
 
Defendants requesting Appointment of an Attorney must complete a request form.  Information 
is provided to the Court so that it may determine indigency.   The determination is made by 
reviewing presented information about available assets and financial ability of a defendant to 
retain competent qualified legal counsel.  Determination is made on a case-by-case basis.  
Defendant’s complete and sign a Request For Appointment of Attorney and Order (MC 222): 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Request For Appointment of Attorney 
 
Form MC 222 collects self-reported information from the Defendant concerning assets, income, 
and ability to pay, which can be considered to determine indigency.   
 
The Defendant’s signature acknowledges the information submitted.  It also confirms that the 
Defendant may be required to contribute to the cost of the attorney if the request is granted.  An 
order of reimbursement or contribution may follow.   
 
The Court is required to sign the second page of the form.  In Macomb County, the Court would 
check either box 9, (if the request is denied), or box 11, (for appointment of an attorney due to 
indigency). 

 
Form JA 003 
 
An alternative form is the JA 003, “Notice of Felony Appointment/Petition For Appointment of 
Counsel (Felony).”  This is used by a number of District Courts in Macomb County for felony 
cases where the Defendant requests appointment of an attorney.   
 
This JA 003 form collects information about the Defendant and Co-Defendant, but is not as 
detailed in its request for information concerning assets and income of the Defendant.  
Defendant’s signature verifies the information and the notice about possible repayment of 
defense costs. 
 
Form JA 003 highlights certain information including: 

- PCC date & time 
- Preliminary Exam date and time 
- Need for Interpreter 

JA 003 form requests less detailed financial information than its sister form MC 222.  Both the 
form MC 222 and JA 003 are a starting point for judicial inquiry and determination about 
whether a Defendant is indigent and eligible for appointed counsel. 
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