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Dear Neighbors, 

If 2017 was, by necessity, our year to be reactive, 2018 has 

been the year for the Macomb County Public Works Office to be 

proactive. Last year, we were forced by circumstances beyond 

our control to operate in a reactive mode as we responded to the 

sinkhole crisis along 15 Mile Road on the border between Fraser 

and Clinton Township. While I am proud of the work our team 

did on that job, the projects we are working 

on now are the reasons I ran for this office 

in the first place.  

We have two simple goals: Clean 

Water and Clean Government. Anything 

that does not further one of these goals is 

cast aside. Anything that violates one of 

these principles is fixed, IMMEDIATELY.  

On the Clean Water front, we have 

engaged in a comprehensive master planning process to examine 

all of our sanitary and storm water systems. This process, which 

will take most of this year and some of 2019, allows us to look 

at how our systems need to evolve to continue to support the 

growing economic activities of Macomb County while also 

making changes to the system that enhance the quality of life in 

our community today. We are committed to reducing and, if 

possible, eliminating the combined sewer overflows that take 

place after heavy rain falls or major snow melts.  

After very intense rainfalls, our two county retention basins, 

Chapaton and Martin in St. Clair Shores, discharge treated sewer 

overflows. This happens about 10 times per year. Although the 

discharges are 98% storm water, some is sewage. The choice we 

face is either to release the combined overflow in to the lake or 

to let it back up into peopleôs basements. The latter is not 

acceptable ð but neither is shrugging our shoulders and doing 

nothing.  

We are looking at several ways to retain additional storm 

water and reduce these overflows. While we are highly 

cognizant of the financial costs of additional storm water 

retention, we cannot let another generation pass without 

changing this system.  

Earlier this year, we engaged a talented team of consultants 

to examine possible options to address this problem. We believe 

that over the next several years, through detailed planning and 

creative thinking, we can reduce CSOs in Macomb County.  

While we are working on the master plan, we continue to 

seek ways to enhance the efficiency of our office that allow us to 

better serve our communities and to reduce our costs. Through 

the generous support of the Macomb County Board of 

Commissioners, we launched a 50-percent match program with 

Macomb County municipalities to clean up drains in the 

communities. In most cases, this means sending out our crew to 

remove logs, woody debris, invasive species and trash from our 

open drains. Elsewhere, weôve sent people, cameras, even sonar 

gear, down into our massive drain pipes to inspect the pipes and 

schedule preventative maintenance where needed. Our office 

continues to actively seek out grants, partnerships and 

cooperative arrangements at every level, all in an effort to 

provide a better product at a better price for our residents.  

As we engage in these and other projects, communicating 

with our residents is foundational to my belief in clean, open and 

transparent government. If you ever have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact my office at (586) 469-6100 or email 

us at publicworks@macombgov.org.  

It is an honor to serve as your Macomb County Public 

Works Commissioner.  
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Finishing touches on three major 

drain improvements in Macomb County 

are now being completed.  

Utilizing funding provided by the 

federal Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, 

the Macomb County Public Works Office 

has nearly finished wildlife restoration, 

bank stabilization and soil erosion 

measures on the three drains ï the Clinton 

River Spillway in Clinton and Harrison 

townships; the Gloede Drain in Clinton 

Township; and the McBride Drain in Ma-

comb Township. Work on the three drains 

represents more than $8 million in GLRI 

funding managed by MCPWO. 

Along the north bank of the Clinton 

River Spillway, a series of tidal ponds 

were created, allowing for a natural filtra-

tion of sediments to occur before the water 

in the Spillway reaches Lake St. Clair. 

The ponds also serve as excellent habitat 

areas for turtles, water fowl and a wide 

variety of fish. Anecdotal reports from 

local fishermen suggest that walleye fish-

ing in the Spillway is the best as it has 

ever been in recent memory. The Spillway 

is managed by an authority made up of the 

drain commissioners of Macomb, Oak-

land, Lapeer and St. Clair counties, along 

with a representative of the state. 

MCPWO is the project manager for the 

Spillway enhancement efforts, which were 

funded by grants from the federal Envi-

ronmental Protection Agency and the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-

istration. The project included the creation 

of a new fishing pier in the Spillway at the 

Harper Road crossing.  

Both the Gloede and McBride drains 

are the direct responsibility of the 

MCPWO. Using GLRI funding, the banks 

of these drains were reconstructed in sev-

eral areas to control sediment from enter-

ing the drain. Both projects saw the plant-

ing of more than 300 trees each, which not 

only helps to absorb storm water, but 

greatly enhances the natural beauty of the 

drain.  

The McBride Drain includes a large 

pond on the grounds of the Macomb 

Township Hall. This pond was essentially 

dead prior to this project. Today, the pond 

serves as the home of many ducks and 

other birds; and fish and turtles again 

swim in its waters.  

The MCPWO will continue to seek to 

work with federal partners such as NOAA 

and the EPA to preserve, protect and en-

hance the waters in and adjacent to Ma-

comb County.  
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Running east-west for the en-

tire width of Sterling Heights be-

tween 15 Mile Road and Metro 

Parkway, the Sterling Relief Drain 

plays a key role in the quality of life 

in Macomb Countyôs second-largest 

community. Utilizing a $1.25 mil-

lion grant from the Environmental 

Protection Agency, the Macomb 

County Public Works Office will 

begin work in late summer 2018 to 

ñdaylightò a one-mile stretch of the 

drain, between Dodge Park and Van 

Dyke. Daylighting will convert a 

number of feed lines into the Ster-

ling Relief from underground pipes 

to an open system that will appear 

more like a series of small streams 

or creeks.  

The change to a daylighted 

system will allow nature to perform 

its role as a sponge to better filter 

storm water runoff before it begins 

its journey out to Lake St. Clair. 

This natural system will better re-

move sediments and roadway pollu-

tants from the lake. In addition to 

the daylighting, 1,000 trees will be 

planted in the drain over the next 

two years. The trees and other vege-

tation, coupled with the daylighting, 

will greatly enhance the ability of 

the drain to handle additional water 

flows, reducing the possibility of 

flooding or basement backups. As 

an additional benefit, the natural 

beauty of the area should be greatly 

improved.  

In partnership with the Ma-

comb Dept. of Planning & Econom-

ic Development, MCPWO is cur-

rently seeking a second grant for an 

additional $1.25 million to continue 

this work on a second one-mile sec-

tion of the Sterling Relief Drain. 
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The Chapaton Pump Station in St. Clair Shores was a facili-

ty ahead of its time in 1968 when it first opened. Utilizing a 28 

million gallon underground storage system, ñthe basin,ò as we 

refer to it at MCPWO, and its smaller cousin, the 10-million-

gallon Martin Retention Basin, allowed the communities of Ro-

seville, St. Clair Shores and Eastpointe to grow rapidly during 

the Baby Boom era. These facilities remove storm water from 

the communities, ensuring basements donôt back up and road-

ways donôt flood out.  

While the facilities can hold a tremendous volume of water, 

no retention basin can ever be large enough to handle the heavi-

est rain falls. When those times occur ð on average of about 10 

times per year ð storm water in the system, mixed with small 

amounts of sanitary sewage, is captured and treated with a chlo-

rine bleach solution before spilling in to Lake St. Clair. While 

these facilities ð and the dedicated employees who staff them 

ð do much to protect our environment and ensure the economic 

viability of our communities, the times, and the technology 

available to us, have changed.  

Previous leadership at the MCPWO did little to upgrade or 

improve operations at Chapaton and Martin in past decades. 

That is no longer the case today. The chart above outlines the 

major operations which are now underway to improve our ca-

pacity to significantly reduce these Combined Sewer Overflows 

and move us closer to the day when we can eliminate them com-

pletely.  

Weôve already implemented some small changes that are 

improving operations, including a thorough cleaning of the Mar-

tin basin that has returned the system to full storage capacity. 

Previous inattention to this detail had reduced capacity by nearly 

1 million gallons.  

Commissioner Miller has already met with various federal 

partner agencies about potential funding assistance to address 

the needed changes to enhance the system. Upgrades will be 

balanced against fiscal realities, but under Commissioner Mil-

lerôs leadership, to simply do nothing is no longer an option.   

"ÏÈÕÎÌɯ ÎÌÕËÈɯ4ÕËÌÙÞÈàɯÈÛɯȿ3ÏÌɯ!ÈÚÐÕɀ 

ƖƔƕƜɯ'ÐÎÏÓÐÎÏÛÚ 

!Lw th²9wΚ  

5w!Lb th²9wΗ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ a/t²h ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊŜŘ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ мнтǘƘ /ƛǾƛƭ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊ 

{ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŘǊŀƛƴǎ 

ŀǘ {ŜƭŦǊƛŘƎŜ !ƛǊ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ DǳŀǊŘ .ŀǎŜ 

ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 

ǘƘŜ ǊǳƴǿŀȅΦ 

tǊƻōƭŜƳ CƻǳƴŘ τ tǊƻōƭŜƳ CƛȄŜŘ 
5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ŀ ǎƘŜŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ wǳƴ 5Ǌŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 

ŀƴ ƻŘŘ ƻŘƻǊΦ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŎƭƻǎŜƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ ²ŀǊǊŜƴΣ ǿŜ ǘǊŀŎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ŀ 

ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅ ŘǳƳǇƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ Ǌŀǿ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǘƻǊƳ ŘǊŀƛƴΣ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ 

ŀ ǎŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ŘǊŀƛƴΦ ²ƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ǿŀǎ ŬȄŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ tǳōƭƛŎ 

²ƻǊƪǎ hŶŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŬǊŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ƴŜǿ 

ǇǊƻǘƻŎƻƭ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇƛƭƭǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘǊŀƛƴǎ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜΣ Ŏŀƭƭ 

ƻǳǊ нп-ƘƻǳǊ ƘƻǘƭƛƴŜΥ утт-стф-поот  

 

a/t²h ²ƛƴǎ IƻƴƻǊǎ 

hǳǊ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ 

ǘƘŜ мр aƛƭŜ wƻŀŘ {ŜǿŜǊ LƴǘŜǊŎŜǇπ

ǘƻǊ /ƻƭƭŀǇǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ tǳōƭƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎ 

!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǝƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜƛǊ нлмт ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ 

ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 

¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴπ

ŜǊǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀƴŘ 

ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜ-ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǿŀǊŘǎ ǿƻƴ 

ōȅ ǘƘŜ a/t²hΦ  

 

tǳōƭƛŎ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ /ƻƴǝƴǳŜǎ 

.ŜƎǳƴ ƛƴ нлмтΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ 

ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƅǳǎƘπ

ƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀōƭŜ ǿƛǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǘŜƳǎ 

Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿƛǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

ōƛƻŘŜƎǊŀŘŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ ǿƛƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǎŜǿπ

ŀƎŜ ǇǳƳǇǎ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ τ 

ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜƭȅ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ hƴƭȅ ǿŀǎǘŜ 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƅǳǎƘŜŘΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

DǊŜŀǘ [ŀƪŜǎ ²ŀǘŜǊ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 

ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘΥ ²Lt9{ /[hD tLt9{Η 


