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Dear neighbors, 

When I first decided to run to become your public works 

commissioner, I had two goals: clean water and clean 

government. I believe we have made great strides on both fronts 

as we seek to transform the Public Works Office into an agency 

that both enhances the quality of life in Macomb County and 

supports economic prosperity in our communities.  

Obviously, our office ï and some half a million county 

residents ï started the year in crisis mode, 

responding to the collapse of the 11-foot 

diameter sewer interceptor that runs under 

15 Mile Road in Fraser. While you will 

find details of that project later in this 

annual report, I would like to highlight two 

aspects of that work that matter the most to 

the ratepayers who are ultimately 

responsible for the cost of that project: We 

are getting it done on time and under budget. Along the way, we 

have averted any significant environmental impact to the Clinton 

River or other local waters. While the final work on the site is 

still being wrapped up at this writing, sewage is once again 

passing through the underground interceptor. Many, many 

people, both staff and contractors, worked incredibly hard to get 

us to his point. My hat is off to you all.  

While the collapsed sewer interceptor consumed much of 

our focus, particularly in the early part of the year, that did not 

prevent us from engaging in what should always be central to 

our work: Cleaning out the drains of Macomb County. As you 

may know, this office was originally called the drain 

commission and taking care of the drains ï small streams and 

creeks, as well as underground pipes ï is central to what we do. 

This work was done at minimal levels, if at all, over the past 20-

plus years. Our crews have been clearing out beaver dams and 

other blockages all over the county to improve the flow and 

reduce flooding. When the drains work properly, soil erosion is 

minimized and the waterway is cleaner and healthier.  

Weôve also been working with both federal and local 

partners on several projects funded by Great Lakes Restoration 

Initiative grants. Each of these projects ï the McBride Drain in 

Macomb Township, the Gloede Drain in Clinton Township and 

the Clinton River Spillway in Clinton and Harrison townships ï 

enhance wildlife habitat, improve the flow of the drain, remove 

invasive species and take other steps that enhance the natural 

health of the water, all of which eventually empties into Lake St. 

Clair.  

 

Partnerships are at the core of what the Public Works Office 

does. We routinely meet with local mayors, township 

supervisors, the Michigan Dept. of Environmental Quality, the 

Army Corps of Engineers, the Environmental Protection 

Agency, leaders from surrounding communities and state 

legislators. Always the question is the same: Is there a way that 

by working together we can better protect our Great Lakes and 

spur local economic activity? We will continue to actively work 

with any partner dedicated to these goals.  

Working together, we have accomplished much since I 

became your public works commissioner in January. Together, 

we will to take steps to enhance the quality of life and economic 

prosperity in Macomb County. If you ever have any questions or 

would like more information about your public works office, 

please do not hesitate to contact my office, visit our web site or 

follow us on our social media channels.  
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The Macomb County Office of Public 

Works plays a key role in the quality of life 

in Macomb County. Key among the officeôs 

responsibilities are maintaining local 

waterways to prevent flooding and ensuring 

that the waterways are protected so that 

they can be enjoyed not only by todayôs 

residents but also by generations yet to 

come. Through the leadership of 

Commissioner Candice Miller, the office 

has made improving the overall health of 

Lake St. Clair an overarching priority in all 

of the officeôs activities.  

Public Works activities can be 

grouped into four basic categories: 

Wastewater Services 

The Office of Public Works oversees two multi-community systems that collect 

sanitary sewage and deliver it to the Great Lakes Water Authority wastewater treatment 

plant in Detroit. The two systems ï the Macomb Interceptor Drain Drainage District 

and the 8 İ Mile Relief Drain Drainage District ï serve well over half a million people 

in 14 Macomb County communities. Commissioner Miller has initiated a series of 

meetings with the leaders of these communities, as well as communities in northern 

Macomb County, to discuss long-term goals and to find possible areas where 

partnerships can benefit the communities. In 2017, the Public Works Office completed 

the first large-scale cleaning of the Martin Retention Basin in St. Clair Shores in more 

than 20 years and launched new proactive inspection initiatives of numerous 

wastewater facilities in the county. The office also refinanced $90 million in debt in the 

MIDD system, saving ratepayers more than $6 million in interest over the next 18 

years.  

Administration, Financial & Education 

The office conducted a complete forensic audit of 

all financial practices. As a result of this audit and 

other reviews, Commissioner Miller restructured 

the officeôs relationships with legal counsel, 

changed the policy regarding the use of county-

owned vehicles, reinitiated regular monthly 

meetings of numerous drain boards and other 

actions, resulting in savings in excess of $1 

million. Three unused parcels of land, including 

one at the corner of M-59 and Garfield Road, have 

been listed for public sale. The office is nearing 

completion of $8.8 million of restoration work on 

two drains and the Clinton River Spillway funded 

by the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative. The 

office has created a series of videos designed to 

educate the public on the work of the office. These 

videos are shared with local community cable TV 

stations and are available via social media.  
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Drain Maintenance 

The Public Works Office manages about 900 

drains in the county. About half of these are open 

drains ï some appearing as small creeks or 

streams, others are ditches that only fill after a 

rainfall. The other half are enclosed drains -- 

underground pipes generally found in older 

communities. All of these storm drains eventually 

transfer water to Lake St. Clair. The Public Works 

Office has launched a new drain maintenance 

program to remove beaver dams, trash and other 

debris from the open drains, in order to allow 

water flow to move without hindrance. This effort 

reduces soil erosion and reduces localized 

flooding. In the enclosed drains, inspection and 

testing efforts are ensuring the integrity of the 

pipes and making certain that sanitary sewage is 

not entering the drain ï and ultimately ending up 

in Lake St. Clair.  

Engineering, Plan Review & Inspections 

The office restructured the review process for building plans, streamlining the process and reducing waiting times for 

developers. The office has created a new engineering coordinator position to give contractors, governmental agencies and 

other organizations a single point of contact for all initial inquiries.  


