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These instructions are a guide for submitting requests for Experts in cases involving criminal 

charges against indigent adult defendants and juveniles who have been charged as adults.  These 

instructions may be changed from time to time and any questions should be directed to the 

Macomb County Office of Public Defender.  An Expert is appropriately appointed where there is 

a reasonable probability that an expert would be of assistance to the defense, and denial of expert 

assistance would result in a fundamentally unfair trial.1 

 

Process to Follow When Seeking to Hire an Expert 

 

If you determine that you need an Expert, you will need to 

complete the form: “Indigent Client Request for Funds to 

Hire an Expert” (hereinafter, “Expert Request for Funds”). 

 

This request should be submitted on-line on the Macomb 

County Office of Public Defender’s website: Email: 

publicdefender@macombgov.org. 

 

Prior to your submitting your “Expert Request for Funds” you should contact the proposed 

Expert, obtained their curriculum vitae (“CV”), and review the instructions/guidelines for hiring 

and paying the Expert.  You must know the Expert’s educational background and the rate that 

the Expert will charge. 

 

Process Submitting the “Expert Request For Funds”: 

 

Once the “Expert Request For Funds” form is completed and submitted, it will be reviewed by 

an attorney at the Macomb County Office of Public Defender.  Attention will be given to the 

information provided, including: the type of case, noted need for an expert, the type of Expert 

requested, the educational background and experience of the Expert, and the rate and total fees 

requested. 

 

After review, when a request is granted, an Approval Form will be provided, and you can hire 

the Expert.  The amount of hours, hourly rate, and services approved will be listed in the 

Approval Form.  This form should be given to the Expert for use when the Expert submits their 

“Request For Payment For Services Indigent Client," (hereinafter “Request For Payment”). 

 

Once the expert’s “Request for Funds” is approved, the Approval Form provided, and expert 

services completed, the expert will submit their “Request for Payment” form to the Macomb 

                                                 
1 See People v Kennedy 502 Mich 260, 228; 917 NW2d 355, 368 (2018), adopting standard in Ake v Oklahona 470 

US 68; 105 SCt 1087; 84 Led2d 53 (1985). 
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County Office of Public Defender.  Both the Approval Form and the “Expert Request for Funds” 

forms must be attached with the “Request for Payment.” 

 

Rules for Submitting the “Expert’s Request for Payment” 

 

When submitting the “Request for Payment” form the Expert must use the on-

line form provided in this website.  When completing this form, the expert must 

include the date of service, description, and the time spent on each service using 

tenths of hours (ex: 1 hour and 15 minutes = 1.25).  Fees for Experts will not be 

paid in excess of the amounts on the Approval Form.  Fees sought in excess of the pre-approved 

amount will be denied.   

 

Limit on the Amount of Fees for an Expert 

 

There is a limit on the rates that an Expert can charge in 

an indigent defense case.  Both the Michigan Indigent 

Defense Commission (MIDC), and the Macomb County 

Plan provide, the following schedule of maximum hourly fees for experts.  These rates are 

related to the area of expertise and amount of education of the Expert.  Complexity of the case 

and amount and type of experience can also be taken into account.2   

 

Suggested Expert Fees 

 

The following list are expert rates are approved by MIDC and the Macomb County Office of 

Public Defender.  The overall goal is to create a range of expert fee rates that can be approved 

without the need to file motions with the court seeking an expert.  When an Expert Request For 

Funds falls within these rates, it can be approved by the Macomb County Office of Public 

Defender when appropriate.  The maximum3 rates which are recognized by MIDC and the 

Macomb County Plan are as follows: 

 

High School or Equivalent ………………………………………………….. $35/hr 

Associate’s Degree ………………………………………………………….. $50/hr 

Bachelor’s Degree  ………………………………………………………….. $75/hr 

Master’s Degree  ……………………………………………………………. $85/hr 

Crime Scene & Reconstruction Experts …………………………………….. $100/hr 

CPA/Financial Expert  …………………………………………………..….. $100/hr 

Pharmacy/PharmD  ……………………………………………………….… $125/hr 

Information Technology Experts  …………………………………………... $150/hr 

Ph.D./Licensed Doctor  ……………………………………………………... $200/hr 

Medical Doctor ………………………………………………………………$250/hr 

Medical Doctor with Specialty (e.g. Psychiatrist, Pathologist, etc.) …………$300/hr 

 

                                                 
2 Ex: A retired police officer with 30 years of evidence tech experience and an Associate’s degree could qualify as 

an expert at a rate, greater than $50/hr if testifying about crime scene processing/evidence gathering based on 

experience, in an appropriate case. 
3 Rates are expressed as “maximums” and are not presumptive.  The rate for a particular expert could be lower. 
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When making an expert “Request for Funds,” be specific about why the rate requested is 

appropriate in your case.  Rates can be lower than those listed based on other available experts in 

the area.  Where similar expert services are available at a lesser rate, then the lesser rate may be 

approved.4  A rate based on education of the expert will apply if the expert is testifying in that 

field.  (Ex:  a PhD educated expert must be testifying as an expert in the field of their PhD for the 

$200 rate to apply).   

 

Funding for indigent defense comes, in large part, from the State of Michigan through MIDC 

grant funds.  Approved appropriate rates for experts are set forth by MIDC and adopted as part of 

the Macomb County Compliance Plan.  These rates can be approved by the Macomb County 

Office of Public Defender.  Seeking rates above the approved rate may require the attorney to 

file a motion and seek a Court order.5   

 

Prior Authorization Needed for Certain Expert Rates 

 

Not all services performed by an expert are payable at the same rate.  

Lower rates may apply for an Expert’s “general” document review, 

travel time, time at court waiting to testify, certain phone 

conferences, and office staff costs.  The full rate may apply for such 

things as testimony in Court, testing evidence, preparing a written report, forensic examination, 

re-testing DNA, performing fingerprint analysis, conferences with the attorney about scientific 

procedures, testifying in Court, etc.   

 

Agreement about rates sought for specified services should be discussed with the Expert prior to 

making your “Expert Request for Funds.”  All possible situations are not possible to list here, 

however, a framework for requesting hourly fees for expert is as follows:  

 

  Document Review (as part of expert services) paid at ……. 100% 

  Document Review (general history/background of case)  

paid at ……………………………………………... ½ the expert rate 

Preparing Written Reports  

(including report, opinion letter, diagnosis, etc)....... 100%  

  Expert’s review of Prosecution Expert Reports and Conclusions 

   (Ex:  Review DNA results, blood test, autopsy,  

Forensic exam, SANE procedures, etc.) ………….. 100%  

  Testimony at Court or Hearing ………………………….... 100% 

  Preforming tests, measurements, comparisons  

(Ex: measurements, DNA, polygraph, blood, hair,  

Accident reconstruction calculations, etc.) ………...100% 

                                                 
4 The right to an expert to assist in the reasonable defense of a case will generally be upheld.  However, use of a 

“specific” expert is not guaranteed.  For example, if there were several local general ballistic experts available, a 

request for an out-of-state ballistics expert, without justification of a need for some unusual aspect of ballistics 

expertise, would not be approved based on considerations of additional travel expenses which could make the out-

of-state expert unreasonably more expensive.  In the example, such circumstance, an expert would be approved, but 

the rate (including travel expenses) would be denied. 
5 In some cases, it may even be appropriate for the Macomb County Office of Public Defender to consider 

stipulating to a rate requested in a motion. 
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  Meeting with Client for an Examination ………………….. 100% 

  General background review of video, statement,  

or photographs ……….……………………...…….. ½ the expert rate 

  Review of statements/confession to determine  

issues like coercion/voluntariness, review of medical records, coroner’s 

report, SANE nurse report, DRE procedure review,  

etc. ……….……………………………………….. 100% 

  Travel time/costs…………………………………… (Need prior approval) 

  Time at Court waiting to testify paid at …………………  ½ the expert rate 

         (unless otherwise agreed) 

  Phone Conferences w/attorney  

(to review of issues/results)………………………..100% 

  General phone calls, messages to/from attorney/staff  

(ex: call to schedule/confirm date/hearing/etc. 

Email messages, text messages, etc)………………...not paid 

  Calls from or to Expert’s Office Staff ………………………not paid 

  General Correspondence to or from the attorney .…………. not paid 

  Expert’s Administrative Staff/Assistant Costs ..…………… not paid 

 

This list of reduced rates is not intended to make experts less interested in assisting attorneys in 

criminal cases.  It is intended to facilitate agreement and approval.  Requests for fees for Experts 

can vary from the above.  Any issues should be discussed with the Expert and agreed to at the 

time that you are making the “Expert Request for Funds.” Clarity is needed so that Expert fees 

can efficiently be approved when appropriate.  Reasonable requests for expert fees submitted to 

the Macomb County Office of Public Defender will considered for approval consistent with due 

process requirements, including the right to present a defense.  Preference for approval will be 

given to local Experts in consideration of travel costs.  Virtual testimony may be available and 

should be considered as part of the fee structure of a request for an Expert. 

   

Denial of Rate or Denial of Request for Expert 

 

If the requested expert “rate” is denied, or the “Expert Request for Funds” is 

generally denied, you should proceed as follows:   

First, contact the Macomb County Office of Public Defender to 

explain why your request for the rate or amount is appropriate based on the 

needs in your case.  Reasonable requests, with a proper showing,6 reviewed 

after a denial, may still be granted.   

Second, should the requested rate or expert request still be denied, 

you can appeal to the Judge in your case by filing a motion.  Notice must be provided to the 

Macomb County Office of Public Defender.  You should be prepared to present reasons why the 

expert is needed to assist preparing a reasonable defense, and why a rate which exceeds the 

suggested fee MIDC/Macomb County rate is appropriate based on rates charged by other Experts 

in the same field for the similar services in Macomb County. 

 

                                                 
6 An Expert is appropriately appointed where there is a reasonable probability that an expert would be of assistance 

to the defense, and denial of expert assistance would result in a fundamentally unfair trial. 
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Requested Fees in Excess of Amount on Approval Form 

 

The expert’s “Request for Payment” should be equal to, or less than the amount found in the 

Approval Form.  Should an expert’s fees exceed approved amount, they may be denied.  To seek 

payment, explanation is needed to show how requested fees were “unanticipated.”  Payment in 

excess of the amount in the Approval Form is in the sole discretion of the Macomb County 

Office of Public Defender.  Approval in one case is not grounds for approval in another case. 

 

Appeal from a denial of excess “unanticipated” expert fees must be made to the Judge in your 

case.  Notice must be provided to the Macomb County Office of Public Defender. 

 

Submitting the Expert’s Request for Payment 

 

The Expert7 should submit their “Request for Payment” after 

completion of the services in the case.  The “Request for Payment” is 

due two (2) weeks prior to sentencing.  (Contact attorney for 

sentencing date).  A copy of the Approval Form and “Expert Request for Funds” must 

accompany the “Request For Payment.”  Experts should use the form found on the Macomb 

County Office of Public Defender’s website.  Expert bills submitted late, for good cause, may be 

considered for payment.  An expert’s “Request for Payment” submitted in excess of twelve (12) 

months from the end of the case may be summarily denied. 

 

To receive prompt payment, the Expert will need to have an up-to-date IRS Form W-9 on file 

with Macomb County and have a vendor number. 

                                                 
7 The attorney does NOT submit the “Expert Request for Payment” with the attorney’s bill for services or otherwise.  

Attorneys will NOT be reimbursed for amounts paid to Experts.   


