
A Message From Mark
Welcome to the first edition of Macomb Matters! 

I hope that you all have had a great summer. It is a season 
that always reminds me of what great assets we have here in 
Macomb County – most notably the Clinton River and Lake St. 
Clair. 

Summer was also a busy time for my office. We successfully 
made the transition to our permanent office on the 8th floor 

of the Administration Building thanks to the hard work of many County employees.  I am 
excited to be here, in the heart of downtown Mount Clemens, close to many of you. 

One way of reaching out to all employees in the County is the launch of this newsletter.  The 
goal is to stay connected and keep you all informed of the happenings in Macomb County 
government. It has always been my objective to provide transparent government and this is 
one form of communication that will further that endeavor. 

Thank you for all that you have done to make Macomb County a great place. My office 
is always open with team members ready to assist. We welcome all comments and 
suggestions.  Please feel free to stop by, e-mail executive@macombgov.org  or call at (586) 
469-7001.  

Sincerely,

Mark
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Keeping You Connected

www.macombgov.org
(586) 469-7001

On Aug. 1, Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel announced his plan to build an $11 
million state-of-the-art operations and communications center that is the first of its kind in 
Michigan. 

The center will combine communication between several Macomb County departments 
such as the Sheriff’s Office dispatch, the Roads Department Traffic Operations Center, the 
Information Technology Data Center and the Emergency Management & Communications 
Department.

Because many County departments are connected to each other on a daily basis, the 
center will provide a location that is operable 24/7 and has the ability to monitor, manage, 
prevent, protect and respond throughout the County. It will be located at the current site 
of the Department of Roads building at 117 S. Groesbeck in Mount Clemens and will be 
over 25,000 square feet, accomodating over 70 current staff, with room for more growth.  
(continued on page 5)

New Operations Center In The Works
By Vicki Wolber, Emergency Management Coordinator



What’s Cookin?!

Macomb County has hired 
a new Chief Information 
Officer, Sandy Jurek, who 
has been tasked with 
keeping the County on the 
cutting edge of technology 
while overseeing a 
department of 32 
employees. She began her 
duties on August 20. 
Jurek, a seasoned 
professional in the field of 
interactive and web-based 
technologies, came out as 
the clear choice for the 

position. 
She has served as a 
consultant with Oakland 
County’s eGovernment 
unit for the past 12 years. 
Her various roles were as 
chief strategist, project 
manager, and usability 
specialist for numerous 
areas in Oakland County’s 
Department of Information 
Technology. She has led 
and managed project 
teams in website and data 
architecture, eCommerce 
and software development, 
usability and design, 
training and support, and 
overall business process 
re-engineering.  Most 
recently, Sandy has been 
managing the development 
and implementation of 
Oakland County’s new G2G 

Cloud Solutions Initiative, 
which provides technology 
services to governments of 
all sizes across the state of 
Michigan.  
Prior to working at 
Oakland County, Jurek 
was the production and 
marketing director for 
Gyro Design Group, web 
and publications editor for 
Detroit Public Television, 
director of MetroTimes.
com, and senior editor at 
Gale Publishing Group. 
She received her Bachelor 
of Arts degree from Central 
Michigan University and 
resides in her hometown 
of St. Clair Shores with her 
husband and son.

IT Department Gets Long-Awaited Leader

New Appointments
This August, Christopher Reilly was appointed 
director of the Macomb/St. Clair Employment 

and Training Agency 
(MSCETA), which offers 
assistance for those 
seeking entry-level 
jobs as well as those 
looking to re-enter the 
workforce.
Reilly has served as 

interim director of the agency, which oversees 
a total of five Michigan Works centers, since 
January 2012. He began working for MSCETA 
in 2004 as an account clerk. Two years 
later, he was promoted to case manager 
and then to center supervisor in 2009.  His 
responsibilities include supervising a staff 
of 48 who provide direct services to clients 
as well as those that perform administrative 
functions.  Reilly will also prepare and 
monitor a department budget of $3.9 million, 
oversee contracts and prepare competitive 
grant applications for a variety of workforce 
development programs.    
Reilly has a master’s degree in public 
administration from Oakland University and 
a bachelor’s degree in management and 
organizational development from Spring 
Arbor University. He grew up in St. Clair 
Shores and currently resides in Roseville.

Long-term employee of the Macomb County 
Community Services Agency (MCCSA) Mary 

Solomon was officially 
named director of the 
division in July. 
Since January, Solomon 
has been acting as 
director for MCCSA. 
Prior to that, she 
served 10 years as 

the agency’s assistant director. Her career 
in human services began in 1992, when 
she was a case manager for the Macomb/
St. Clair Workforce Development Board, Inc. 
Solomon came to MCCSA in 1997, serving 
as a planner/coordinator until her promotion 
in 2002 to the assistant director position. 
She has been MCCSA’s acting director since 
January of this year.
MCCSA is a Community Action Agency 
operating many programs serving Macomb 
County residents, including Head Start, 
Weatherization, Emergency Assistance, 
Senior Nutrition, Senior Citizen Chore Service, 
and Medical Transportation. 

Simple Summer Fruit Pie Recipe

1 large pkg (6 oz) sugar-free strawberry gelatin

2 cups boiling water (as called for on box)

1 large pkg (5.1 oz) instant vanilla pudding

1 1/2 cups skim milk (instead of 3 cups called 
for on package)

2 large (9 oz each) graham cracker crusts, 
regular or chocolate

1 quart fresh strawberries, cleaned and left 
whole

2 bananas, sliced

4 fresh peaches or nectarines, sliced into 
wedges

1 pint fresh blueberries, washed and drained

Three hours before serving or night before: 
Place gelatin in a medium bowl. Add boiling 
water and stir to dissolve. (You will not be add-
ing the cold water step.)

In a large bowl, mix pudding and milk together 
with an electric mixer. It will be thicker than 
usual. Add the dissolved gelatin and mix until 
smooth. 

Place fruit attractively to fill crust, using in 
order listed. Pour half of the pudding mixture 
over each pie. The pudding mixture will seep 
between each piece of fruit. 

Refrigerate until firm, about two hours.

Provided by MSU Extension Food & Nutrition Dpt

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will 
provide followers with 
up-to-date information 
on road construction and 
conditions, County and 
community events, as well as 
other notable happenings. 
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New Appointments

It’s back-to-school season – meaning it’s 
probably a good idea to visit the Macomb 
County Health Department, often a first line of 
defense against illness for all 
County residents – children in 
particular. 
In 2011 alone, the department 
served 29,604 visitors and 
provided more than 52,000 
vaccinations. Below are some 
of the services available to 
you and your family through 
Macomb County. 
Babies born in Macomb 
County should be immunized 
against 15 vaccine-preventable 
illnesses by age 2. The Macomb 
County Health Department 
(MCHD) Immunization Clinic 
offers all the vaccinations that 
protect children at a low cost.  
In addition to vaccinations to help get children 
ready for school, the Macomb County Health 
Department has a “Starting School Guide” and 
conducts hearing and vision screenings for 
incoming kindergartners. All of this information 
is located at http://www.macombcountymi.
gov/publichealth/index.htm, a webpage that 
is helpful in providing information on all of the 
different services that we offer through various 
programs.

Seasonal Flu Vaccine
In addition to back to school, it’s time to 
get ready for flu season in Michigan. Each 

year, the MCHD Immunization 
Clinic provides thousands of 
seasonal flu shots at low cost to 
children and adults throughout 
Macomb County. In 2011, we 
provided 15,778 vaccinations. 
This year, seasonal flu shots 
became available starting Sept. 
10 at each of the MCHD Health 
Services centers.  Seasonal flu 
protection lasts approximately 
one year and the Center for 
Disease Control recommends 
that all persons 6 months of 
age and up receive a yearly flu 
shot. The seasonal flu shot is 
$15.  
Vaccination Fees

The MCHD Immunization Clinic does not 
bill commercial insurance providers for any 
vaccinations, including seasonal flu shots. 
If your insurance provider does not cover 
immunization services, the fees charged at the 
MCHD Immunization Clinic may be significantly 
lower than the fees charged at your physician’s 
office.  Medicaid and/or Medicare will be billed 
for approved vaccines; there may be some 
charges for vaccination administration.

Time To Immunize

Childhood Immunizations

Diptheria
Haemophilus Influenzae Type B

Hepatitis A
Hepatitis B

Influenza (seasonal)
Measles

Meningococcal
Mumps

Pertussis (“Whooping Cough”)
Pneumococcal disease

Polio
Rotavirus
Rubella
Tetanus

Varicella (“Chickenpox”)

For more information on the services offered at any of the MCHD Immunization Clinics, 
please call one of our locations: Mount Clemens (586) 469-5372, St. Clair Shores (586) 

466-6800 or Warren (586) 465-8537.

Cass Avenue Construction

Upcoming Events
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SBTDC Fundamentals of 
Business Legal Issues

Happy Birthday 65 seminar 

21st Annual ArtParty

Michigan Boating and Outdoors 
Festival
 
HHW Collection - Health 
Department

National Seat
Check Saturday

Festival of the Senses

Shelby Township Lions Club 
17th Annual Charity Car Show

Michigan
Grow Your Business
Online - A Google Event 

SBTDC Employees & Taxes: 
What You Need to Know

HHW Collection - Health 
Department 

Tara Grant Run

Health Wellness Day 

Get Out and Play Day

Team SBA Financing 
Roundtable

SBTDC Fundamentals of 
Starting a Business 

Preparing Your Herb Garden for 
the Winter

Mount Clemens
Columbus Day Parade

Utica/Sterling Heights CROP 
Hunger Walk

Columbus Day

SBTDC Business Plan: Nuts and 
Bolts
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project, the Department of Roads reached out to 
both property and business owners along Cass 
Avenue prior to the start of the construction.
Completion is anticipated for mid-November.

Thanks to federal funding, Cass Avenue from Gratiot to 
Groesbeck is finally getting the facelift it so desperately 
needs.
Contractors began work on Cass Avenue, a main artery 
leading to the heart of Mount Clemens and several County 
buildings, in early July. 
The project has been on the Macomb County Department 
of Roads’ “wish list” for a few years. So when a federal 
grant became available to cover 80 percent of the $3.3 
million project, the reconstruction was tagged as a main 
priority. Currently, just one lane of the three-lane road 
remains open to eastbound traffic into Mount Clemens, 
and westbound traffic is detoured to several other 
roads in the area. To ease some of the burden 
that naturally occurs from such a major construction 
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By Kevin P. Lokar, MD, MPH
Medical Director, Macomb County Health Department

By Bob Hoepfner, Department of Roads Director
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Employee Focus
Maria Sikora
It all happened in a split second – so fast that most of the people milling around the Senior Day Services lunchroom 
during the afternoon of Aug. 30 didn’t even notice what had happened. 

One of the department’s 89-year-old female clients began choking on her lunch – to the point where she was 
unable to breathe and her lips were turning blue. Nearby, helping the other senior citizens at the center that day, 
was Adult Day Services Activity Coordinator Maria Sikora. She said she heard the woman coughing and looked over, 
noticing how distressed she was. 

Without hesitation, Sikora ran over to the woman and started 
performing the Heimlich Maneuver, something she had been 
taught from the safety training she and her co-workers had 
through the County’s Risk Management Department. After a 
short amount of time, the food dislodged from the woman’s 
throat. 

“I was very happy. I was just glad - that was a relief,” said Sikora, 
who then helped the woman rest while they waited for an 
ambulance to arrive. 

Sikora, 58 and from St. Clair Shores, has worked for Senior Day 
Services for 12 years. Senior Day Services is a program that 
provides support and activities for frail or impaired older adults 
during the day as a way to enhance their lives and help out their 
caregivers.  
 
“I like knowing the people and love to dance and laugh and joke (with them),” said Sikora, who added that the 
woman has fully recovered from the incident and has since returned to coming twice a week to Senior Day Services. 
“I just like being here – I love the seniors.” 

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel is honoring Sikora with a Certificate of Recognition for her efforts. 

“Maria really stepped up in a time of need,” said Hackel. “I’m glad she was able to use the training she received 
from the County to save one of our seniors. We are lucky to have her on the Macomb County team.”

Q:  How can we, as employees, better market Macomb County?
A :  Macomb County is about a place and the people who l ive there.  I t ’s  not  about 
pol i t ics or possessions. I t ’s  about a sense of  community and the people who make up 
that community.

Market ing Macomb County is a crucial  aspect of  ensur ing that those l iv ing in and around the County t ru ly understand 
what assets we have to offer.  That ’s one of  the reasons why we’ve created the Make Macomb Your Home brand. Each 
of  us has a role in th is endeavor.  As publ ic servants,  we al l  have dai ly interact ions wi th the publ ic.  Each interact ion 
has everything to do with how others perceive who we are and what we do.

I  encourage al l  employees to v is i t  www.MakeMacombYourHome.com and to jo in my Facebook and Twit ter  accounts 
which provide dai ly updates about what we are working on in the Execut ive Off ice.

Stay connected.. . together we can al l  become ambassadors of  our great County.

Ask Mark

To nominate an employee who demonstrates a high level of excellence 
and commitment to their work, or to submit a question to ‘Ask Mark,’  

please email executive@macombgov.org
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Newly Hired... Recently Retired... 
Name Department
Daniel Andary II Sheriff

Jennifer Ayers Martha T Berry

Renee Baruth Sheriff

Jessica Bean Juvenile Justice Center

Lesley Bell Community Services Agency

Robert Cacciapalle Community Services Agency

Anthony Cain Health

Sadora Carbary Juvenile Justice Center

R'keytia Corbin Community Services Agency

Linda Fanelli Register of Deeds

Lisa Frank Register of Deeds

Kari Haley Martha T Berry

Kadek Harvey County Clerk

John Henderson Community Services Agency

Kimberly Hummel Sheriff

Kathleen Hupp Health

David Iacobell Human Resource/Labor Relations

Willie Johnson Martha T Berry

Anne Johnston Planning & Economic Dev

Samantha Jonas Juvenile Justice Center

Kara Jones Martha T Berry

Sandra Jurek IT

Shawn Kramer Sheriff

Bradley Krueger Sheriff

Tawana Lewis Martha T Berry

Nicholas Macioce Sheriff

Sally Mancini Martha T Berry

Deborah McClintock Friend of the Court

William Mezuk Community Services Agency

Aaron Morrow Juvenile Justice Center

Brianna Mount Treasurer

Carol Muklewicz Friend of the Court

Elizabeth Muma Martha T Berry

Sandra O'Day Community Mental Health

Erica Petty Community Services Agency

Birgit Pridoehl Community Mental Health

Arthur Robinson Martha T Berry

Raychelle Robinson Martha T Berry

Rebecca Robinson Martha T Berry

John Schapka Corporate Counsel

Name Department
Joann Bible Community Services Agency

Anita Bowlin Friend of the Court

Leonard Bruley Roads

David Callis Family Court Juvenile

Timothy Corcoran Purchasing

Kenneth Deman Juvenile Justice Center

Mary Duffy Community Services Agency

Warren Jackson Sheriff

Frank (Bo) Kirk Roads

Robert Klein Roads

Sharon Ludeman Register of Deeds

Beverly Milbocker Community Services Agency

Philip Neumeyer Sheriff

Barbara Pierce Family Court Juvenile

James Pistilli Public Works

Christine Richard Juvenile Justice Center

December
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Upcoming Events

SBTDC Fundamentals of 
Marketing Your Business

SBTDC 5 Keys to Achieving 
Fiscal Fitness

Food Preservation Class

SBTDC Fundamentals of 
Writing a Business Plan 

Senior Shredding Day

Meet the Lenders Financing 
Fair

SBTDC Tax Information for Sole 
Proprietors

Mount Clemens Halloween 
Spooktacular & Macomb 
County Zombie Walk

Halloween
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Holiday Cooking with Herbs

General Election 

SBTDC Fundamentals of 
Starting a Business

Veterans Day

SBTDC Taxes & Your Home 
Office

Macomb Charity - Girls Night 
Out 2012 

Anton Art Center Christmas 
Market

Thanksgiving Day

Macomb County Santa Parade

SBTDC Fundamentals of 
Business Legal Issues
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Operations center cont.
Renovations related to the creation of the center 
include
• a 20-by-40-foot video wall that will be 

accessible to the Roads Department, Sheriff’s 
dispatch and Emergency Management. 

• eight traffic monitoring positions.
• twenty-four dispatch positions.
• a fully-functional Emergency Operations Center 

(EOC) and data center.
• emergency generator power.
• computer lab/training room facility.
• shared communications and technologies 

(radio, voice, data, video).
• shared shipping and receiving.
• shared conference rooms.
It is projected that the center will cost about $11 
million, with secured funding coming from a variety 
of sources:
• The County will be covering $4.34 million 

-- $3.57 million will come from capital 
improvements and $770,500 will come from 
the Sheriff’s Office.

• Michigan Department of Transportation,  
$3.98 million 

• Community Oriented Policing Services (COPS), 
$1 million

• Emergency Operations Center Grant Program,  
$250,000

• Homeland Security, $725,000 
• Economic Vitality Incentive Program, $2 

million.

An opening date for the center has not yet been 
determined.
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