
A Message From Mark
I hope that everyone enjoyed the first edition of Macomb 
Matters. Your feedback has been very much appreciated.

A few weeks before the newsletter debut, we conducted 
an employee survey to ask what the newsletter should be 
titled. We had over 80 suggestions - thank you to those who 
submitted.  The final results were narrowed down by two 
separate review groups and the winning name was chosen.  
The employees that suggested the name Macomb Matters are:

•	 Cathy	Federspiel,	Macomb	County	Planning	and	Economic	Development
•	 Saneya	Hamler,	Michigan	State	University	Extension

I encourage all of you to continue to get involved in the newsletter by nominating an 
exceptional	employee	for	the	Employee	Focus	section	or	send	us	an	email	on	content	you	
would like to see in upcoming issues.  

Now	that	fall	is	here,	there	are	many	great	things	to	get	outside	and	do	in	the	County.		

A	 tradition	 for	many	Macomb	 County	 residents	 and	 visitors	 is	 to	 visit	 the	many	 nearby	
apple orchards. At the orchards, families can enjoy cider, donuts and pick pumpkins for the 
upcoming	Halloween	season.	Or	how	about	the	tradition	of	visiting	Tillson	Street	in	Romeo	
where	a	dedicated	group	of	homeowners	take	Halloween	to	the	next	level	while	providing	a	
safe environment for children as well as an opportunity to give back to the community.  If 
you have not yet checked it out, I encourage you to do so.  

I personally enjoy attending local football games during the fall - what a great way to cheer 
on our high school students and provide them with encouragement. 

Additionally,	 the	 trails	 located	 throughout	 the	 County	 offer	 a	 great	 chance	 for	 outdoor	
exercise	while	allowing	spectators	to	catch	spectacular	views	of	the	changing	leaves.

Whatever	way	you	best	like	to	relax,	Macomb	County	has	something	for	you.	I	encourage	
you to utilize all that it has to offer.

Happy	Fall!

Sincerely,

Mark
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www.macombgov.org
(586) 469-7001 The	last	open	house	was	so	much	fun,	we’d	like	to	do	it	again.	Come	up	to	the	8th	floor	of	

the	County	Administration	Building	-	where	my	office	is	located	-	from	8	a.m.	to	10	a.m.	on	
Oct.	25.	This	fall-themed	event	will	feature	cider,	donuts	and	the	premiere	of	a	new	Make	
Macomb	Your	Home	video	featuring	the	local	farming	industry.	I	hope	you	can	stop	by!	

A Fall Celebration - Oct. 25 from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.

www.macombgov.org


What’s Cookin?!
The holiday season is time for many 
traditions, one of them being big meals 
with all of the trimmings surrounded by 
friends and family. 

Unfortunately,	not	everyone	has	the	ability	
to participate in this tradition. Luckily, 
the	Macomb	 County	 Community	 Services	
Agency	 (MCCSA)	can	help,	offering	meals	
on	 Thanksgiving	 and	 Christmas	 days	 to	
homebound	 seniors	 through	 Meals	 On	
Wheels.
Right	 now,	 MCCSA	 is	 seeking	 volunteers	
to	 deliver	 those	meals	 on	Christmas	Day,	
Dec.	25.	

Holiday	delivery	routes	are	available	in	all	
communities	 in	 Macomb	 County.	 Holiday	
volunteers	deliver	a	route	of	approximately	
10	to	12	meals.

Holiday	 volunteers	 need	 to	 register	 to	
deliver	 Christmas	meals	 by	Monday,	 Nov.	

5. Those interested in volunteering can 
sign up online at www.MacombCountyMi.
gov/MCCSA/mowvolunteer.htm or by 
calling	(586)	469-5228.

Additionally, even though the holidays are 
important and often highlight the need 
for giving, regular meal route delivery 
volunteers and substitutes are always 
needed.	 Regular	 meal	 route	 delivery	
volunteers drive a midday lunch route at 
least	 twice	 each	 month.	 Regular	 meals	
are	 delivered	 Monday	 through	 Friday	
throughout	Macomb	County.

Meals on Wheels allows seniors to remain 
in their homes and live with dignity while 
receiving regular, nutritious meals. 

For	 more	 information,	 contact	 MCCSA	
Senior	 Nutrition	 Program	 at	 (586)	
469-5228	 or	 visit	 our	 website	 at	 www.
MacombCountyMi.gov/MCCSA.

Meals on Wheels seeks volunteers for holiday season, all year

Veterans able to find assistance through Macomb County
About	 five	 years	 ago,	 Macomb	 County	
resident	 Paul	 Preisz,	 a	 Vietnam	 veteran,	
decided	to	contact	Macomb	County	Veterans	
Services	and	see	 if	 there	was	anything	they	
could help him out with. 

Preisz	was	just	looking	for	general	assistance	
and was very happy with the information he 
received. 

“They were very helpful with everything, very 
compassionate, very considerate, always had 
time for me,” he said. “I just have the highest 
praise for what they do there.” 

As	Veterans	Day	2012	approaches	--	on	Nov.	
11 -- many veterans may be wondering what 
assistance	 is	 available	 through	 Veterans	
Services.	According	to	Kermit	Harris,	director	
of	 the	 department,	 the	 office	 provides	
assistance	 to	 veterans	 in	 filing	 federal	
claims while also providing counseling and 
assistance to veterans and their dependents 
regarding a variety of services.

For	example,	the	office	provides	assistance	in	
filing	 service-connected	 claims,	 low	 income	
pensions,	widow	pension,	and	Dependency	&	
Indemnity	Compensation	(DIC).	It	also	assists	

veterans	with	 requesting	 copies	of	 their	DD	
Form	 214	 (discharge	 papers)	 or	 medical	
records	 and	 filing	 for	 corrections	 to	 their	
military records.

Additionally	 Veterans	 Services	 can	 help	
connect	veterans	to	other	financial	resources.	
For	example,	if	veterans	are	behind	on	their	
mortgage payments, rent or utility bills, they 
may be eligible for a grant from the Michigan 
Trust	 Fund	 or	 the	 Macomb	 County	 Relief	
Fund.

Macomb	County	Veterans	Services	also	assist	
with	veterans	burial	benefits	on	Wednesdays	
from 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m. and from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. 

“We provide a wide range of services for 
veterans,”	 said	 Harris,	 “I	 encourage	 anyone	
to come by and use our resources.”

To make an appointment, call (586) 469-
5315.	The	office	is	located	at	21885	Dunham	
Road,	 Suite	 3,	 Clinton	 Township.	 For	 more	
information, visit www.macombcountymi.
gov/veterans. 

Fall Pumpkin Pancakes
In a large bowl beat together:
1	1/2	cups	milk																
2	eggs														
2	T.	vegetable	oil																	
1	tsp.	vanilla	extract		
1/2	cup	cooked	pumpkin	

Sift	together	into	the	above	mixture:	
1	cup	all-purpose	flour	&	1	cup	whole	wheat	
flour	
2	T.	packed	light	brown	sugar																
1 tsp. baking soda
2	tsp.	baking	powder																															
1/4 tsp. salt 
3 tsp. pumpkin pie spice                     

Beat	until	smooth.	Pour	onto	a	heated	and	
lightly	greased	griddle.	Cook	until	the	top	
surface is bubbly and the edges are dry. Turn 
and	cook	until	golden	brown.	Serving	size	2	
pancakes, calories 334, 4 grams of fat.                         

Provided	by	MSU	Extension	Food	&	Nutrition	
Dpt

Macomb	County	now	offers	a	
new way to keep up with the 
latest	news	in	the	County.	

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will 
provide followers with 
up-to-date information 
on road construction and 
conditions,	County	and	
community events, as well as 
other notable happenings. 
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By Julie Kavanagh, MCCSA
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Meals on Wheels seeks volunteers for holiday season, all year

Veterans able to find assistance through Macomb County

After	many	years	without	a	full	service	Employee	Assistance	Program	(EAP),	the	Macomb	County	
Human	Resources	and	Labor	Relations	Department	 is	excited	to	announce	that	Macomb	County	
has	 contracted	 with	 CARE’s	 WorkLife	 Solutions	 to	 provide	 this	 program	 to	 full-	 and	 part-time	
employees and their family members, effective immediately.

An	EAP	provides	confidential	assistance	for	you	and	your	immediate	family	members	to	help	you	
resolve issues or concerns in your personal life that can affect your overall well-being and your 
success as an employee, such as marital, divorce, financial and addiction issues. 

Employees	and	their	family	members	may	contact	CARE’s	WorkLife	Solutions	directly	for	guidance	
and	resources	for	their	life-management	issues	at	(866)	888-1555	seven	days	a	week,	24	hours	a	
day.

Orientation	 sessions	 designed	 to	 inform	 employees	 about	 the	 program,	 services	 and	 resources	
available will be scheduled throughout the remainder of the year at a variety of times and locations.

Additional support for County employees now available

Voting in Macomb: What you need to know for Election Day

Upcoming Events

October
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By Eric Herppich, Human Resources

By Carmella Sabaugh, Macomb County Clerk/Register of Deeds
Voters	across	our	nation	and	right	here	in	Macomb	County	will	make	their	voices	heard	on	Election	
Day,	Nov.	6.	A	great	deal	of	attention	has	been	focused	on	the	presidential	election,	but	many	other	
important decisions are going to be made locally on that day too.

On	the	partisan	section	of	the	ballot,	countywide	officials	such	as	the	prosecuting	attorney,	sheriff,	
clerk/register of deeds, treasurer and public works commissioner are up for election, along with 
the	13	members	of	the	Macomb	County	Board	of	Commissioners.	Township	residents	will	also	be	
deciding	who	will	serve	as	their	township	officials	for	the	next	four	years.

Education	 slots	 will	 be	 filled	 for	 the	 State	 Board	 of	 Education	 and	 the	 governing	 boards	 of	 the	
University	of	Michigan,	Michigan	State	University	and	Wayne	State	University.	Additionally,	voters	
will	be	choosing	who	will	represent	them	in	Washington	in	both	the	U.S.	Senate	and	U.S.	House	of	
Representatives,	as	well	as	in	the	Michigan	House	of	Representatives	in	Lansing.

On	the	nonpartisan	section	of	the	ballot,	voters	will	choose	Supreme	Court	justices	and	appellate,	
circuit, probate and district court judges. 

Voters	will	also	elect	village	officials,	school	board	members	and	the	Macomb	Community	College	
Board	of	Trustees	in	that	section.	

Moreover,	 this	 year	 there	are	 six	 statewide	ballot	 proposals	and	Macomb	Community	College	 is	
presenting a bond proposal to voters. In addition, there are local proposals on the ballot in Armada, 
Chesterfield,	Macomb,	Ray	and	Richmond	townships.	Voters	in	the	Almont,	Memphis	and	Romeo	
school districts will be asked to weigh in on school proposals as well.

Please	get	out	and	vote	on	November	6th	and	remember:	your	vote	is	your	voice.

To view a list of County candidates and ballot proposals, visit http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/
ElectionDept.htm.

To view County and local campaign finance reports, visit http://campaignfinance.macombcountymi.gov/.

To see election results on Election Day, or to sign up for text alerts, visit
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/ElectionDept.htm.

To check registration, find a polling location and view a sample ballot, visit https://webapps.sos.state.mi.us/
mivote/.

To download an absent voter ballot application, visit http://www.michigan.gov/documents/
AbsentVoterBallot_105377_7.pdf.

For unbiased, independent information regarding the statewide ballot proposals, visit the Citizens Research 
Council website at http://crcmich.org/.

Vote	Tuesday,	November	6,	2012	
Polls	are	open	from	7:00	a.m.	-	8:00	p.m.
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Employee Focus
Rachael Lisecki
Executive Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of 
excellence and commitment to their work. To nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to 
Executive@macombgov.org stating in 250 words or less why they should be featured.

She	 does	 everything	 from	designing	 logos	 for	 departments	 and	 programs	 to	 creating	 visually	 pleasing	 printed	
materials and even acting as a photographer, working to capture images that depict the very best of Macomb 
County.	Basically,	Rachael	Lisecki,	a	graphics	technician	in	the	Macomb	County	Department	of	Planning	&	Economic	
Development,	is	responsible	for	making	sure	Macomb	County	is	always	looking	good.	

Just	as	important	though	is	that	Rachael,	who	lives	in	Harrison	Township,	
has	made	a	personal	commitment	 to	support	 the	Macomb	Orchard	Trail	
(MOT)	since	2000.	She	has	designed	a	 trail	guide,	map	 for	displays	and	
the	 website.	 A	 fitness	 enthusiast	 who	 enjoys	 rollerblading	 and	 paddle	
boarding, Lisecki serves as primary contact to the public regarding safety 
and	maintenance	of	the	MOT.	She	also	updates	the	14	information	stations	
located	along	the	23.5-mile	trail.	

“When	I	am	out	there	filling	the	boxes,	I	meet	all	kinds	of	people	and	I	was	
shocked	to	find	out	that	some	have	traveled	from	all	parts	of	Michigan	to	
use our trail,” she said, adding many people have told her about how the 
MOT	has	helped	 them	 lose	weight.	 “I	have	had	people	coming	up	 to	me	
thanking me for this trail because it changed and saved their lives.” 

Moreover, Lisecki is responsible for attending and photographing the 
many events that take place on the trail. Just this year, Lisecki began an 
advertising	program	for	local	businesses	offering	exposure	at	each	of	the	
information	stations	on	the	MOT.	Several	businesses	are	renting	space	–	
adding $4,000 of additional revenue which will be used for guide printing 
costs as well as amenity improvements along the trail. 

“It has been awesome to see the trail develop over the years into something 
that is beautiful and used by hundreds of people every day,” she said. “It is 
such	a	great	asset	to	Macomb	County	and	the	businesses	surrounding	the	
trail.” 

Lisecki,	who	has	worked	for	the	County	since	1996,	said	she	loves	her	job	because	her	boss,	Planning	and	Economic	
Development	Director	Steve	Cassin,	creates	a	“happy	and	fun	work	environment.”	

“One	day	I	am	out	taking	pictures	on	Lake	St.	Clair	to	promote	the	Blue	Economy	and	the	next	day	I	am	working	
with	other	departments	in	the	County	with	what	they	need,”	she	said.	“I	am	fortunate	to	have	had	the	opportunity	
to work with such nice people for all these years.” 

“Rachael	is	a	perfect	example	of	how	our	employees	are	acting	as	ambassadors	for	Make	Macomb	Your	Home,”	
said	County	Executive	Mark	Hackel.	“The	pride	she	takes	in	her	work	and	the	passion	she	has	for	Macomb	makes	
Rachel	both	a	great	employee	and	advocate	for	the	County.”		

Tech Talk
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Below	are	a	few	computer	tips	based	on	some	of	the	common	calls	received	at	the	IT	Help	Desk:

1.	When	using	Google	Mail,	Calendar	or	other	Google	products	you	should	be	using	the	Chrome	browser	
for	 best	 results.	 When	 you	 launch	 mail,	 it	 will	 automatically	 open	 Chrome.	 For	 all	 other	 web-based	
services	and	Internet	browsing,	the	best	browser	to	use	is	Internet	Explorer	(IE).

2.	Keyboard	shortcuts	are	a	great	way	to	control	text	and	commands.	For	each	of	these	you	will	hold	down	the	‘Ctrl’	button	and	click	the	
following keys at the same time:

•	 ‘Ctrl’	and	‘-’	or	‘+’	to	make	your	screen	smaller	or	larger	(this	decreases	or	increases	the	font	size	on	the	screen).
•	 ‘Ctrl’	and	‘p’	to	print
•	 ‘Ctrl’	and	‘z’	to	undo	a	keystroke	command
•	 ‘Ctrl’	and	‘c’	to	copy
•	 ‘Ctrl’	and	‘v’	to	paste

3.	For	simple	photo	editing,	try	www.pixlr.com; it’s a free online tool that you can use for basics like re-sizing and cropping images.

4.	It’s	highly	recommended	that	you	restart	your	computer	at	least	once	a	week	in	order	to	help	your	computer	perform	better.	By	doing	
this, you will reset the operating system, clear cache and memory and update drivers.

If you have Tech Tips you’d like to share, please send them to executive@macombgov.org	for	the	next	edition	of	Macomb	Matters.

www.pixlr.com
mailto:executive@macombgov.org


Newly Hired... 

Recently Retired... 

Name Department
Jami	B	Aupperle Health

Lori-Ann	Bright Community	Services	Agency

John	T	Brooks Treasurer

John	J	Dembowski Juvenile	Justice	Center

Rashida	A	Hammond Community	Services	Agency

Constance	S	Hanna Community	Services	Agency

Ebony	J	Harris Martha	T	Berry

Brenda	L	Hinds Martha	T	Berry

Mark	A	Holman Juvenile	Justice	Center

Erica	M	Humphrey Martha	T	Berry

Erica	R	Koontz Community	Services	Agency

Alexandria	D	Mazzeo Sherrif

Jeffrey	R	McWilliams Martha	T	Berry

Melissa A Miller Health

Denise	P	Mitchell Community	Services	Agency

Tammy	S	Oliverei Community	Services	Agency

Aubree	M	Pagel Health

Tina	Ploe Martha	T	Berry

Nicholas	M	Rastigue Juvenile	Justice	Center

Kathleen	L	Reitzel Juvenile	Justice	Center

Emily	S	Schimitschek Treasurer

Ronald	E	Schultz Juvenile	Justice	Center

Kori	A	Sinauskas Treasurer

Elisse	C	Smith Community	Services	Agency

Jacquelyn	A	Usteski Community	Services	Agency

Kristine M Wilhelm Martha	T	Berry

Rebecca	S	Aimone Facilities	&	Operations

Arnold	F	Blumenthal Family	Court	-	Juvenile

Joseph	F	Boedeker Corporation	Counsel

Joseph	S	Dragun Health

Sue	A	Nyboer Circuit	Court

Patricia	A	Rajnish Community	Services	Agency

Sheila	M	Riley Facilities	&	Operations

Upcoming Events
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Falling For Macomb
November

22
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St.	Clair	Shores	Light	the	
Shores

Thanksgiving	Day

Macomb	County	Santa	Parade

Old	World	Market

SBTDC	Fundamentals	of	
Business	Legal	Issues

Macomb Township Tree 
Lighting

Ray	Township	Tree	Lighting

Don’t forget to spread 
the social word...

Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome
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