
Macomb Matters
A Message From Mark
From 8 Mile to Bordman, from County Line to Dequindre, 
we all start our day with one thing in common:  we call 
Macomb County our home.  For the past 1,000 days I 
have had the honor of being Macomb County’s first County 
Executive.  Nearly four years ago the residents of Macomb 
County resoundingly supported a new executive form of 
government and I was given the opportunity to be the leader 
of this great county.  During my time as County Executive, 
we have transformed county government by making it more 
economical, efficient and ethical.   

As your County Executive I have enacted institutional changes which have allowed county 
departments to better serve the public.  From the Department of Roads to the Community 
Services Agency, we have enacted policies and procedures that have made us more 
responsive to the needs of our residents.  This is an ongoing process and I assure you that 
we are committed to providing the highest level of service for all our partners.   
 
Our financial house is in order.  We have combated structural deficits and placed the 
county on a stable financial foundation.  Now, operating with a fund balance, we are 
reinvesting in Macomb County.  We have established more and better ways to leverage 
your tax dollars.  From re-opening Freedom Hill County Park, to targeting necessary 
improvements in our local infrastructure, we are investing in our future.  
 
During my time in office, Macomb County has evolved into a model for transparency and 
accountability.  We have placed every budget, every report, every statement and every 
check we write online.  Our finances are an open book and we encourage each of you 
to explore these online resources.  We have created an environment where government 
is focused on collaboration and openness.  We want each of you to know how we are 
working to make Macomb County the preferred place to live, work and grow a business.

Together we continue to raise the profile of Macomb County.  One of my responsibilities 
and true passions is promoting this county.  In hopes of capturing the energy and 
opportunity surrounding Macomb County, we created a simple call to action: Make 
Macomb Your Home.  This award-winning branding and marketing campaign is helping 
us tell our amazing story and is creating a newfound sense of pride in Macomb County.  
Leveraging www.makemacombyourhome.com as a virtual catalog of assets, we can 
explore the uniqueness of Macomb County.  

I am incredibly proud of what we have accomplished but I realize that there is so much 
more that can be done.  Each day I interact with exceptional people, explore special places 
and witness inspirational passions.  These experiences illustrate the amazing amount of 
potential here in Macomb County and together we can achieve so much more. 

Sincerely,

Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive
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What’s Cookin!

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will provide 
followers with 
up-to-date information on road 
construction and conditions, 
County and community events, 
as well as other notable 
happenings. 

By Kristin Ledford
Macomb County Community Services Agency

Macomb County Community Services Agency (MCCSA), Michigan State University Extension 
and the Macomb County Health Department are teaming up to celebrate National Food Day.

The Macomb Food Program, along with MCCSA, will be dropping off food collection boxes 
at several county employee locations to benefit the Food Program. Non-perishable and 
high protein foods will be accepted. Participants will also receive a sticker letting everyone 
know they fed someone that day. The following locations will receive boxes for employees 
to donate food:
 •  Administration Building
 •  Circuit Court Building
 •  Probation
 •  Talmer Building
 •  Sheriff’s Office
 •  Health Department 
 •  Vic Wertz Warehouse
 •  VerKuilen Building

In addition, local high schools have been challenged to contribute to the food drive to 
benefit the Food Program.

Other events will be taking place throughout the county on Thursday, Oct. 24.

Mary Gerstenberger, MSUE educator, will be doing container vegetable gardening 
demonstrations with WIC’s Center Line office throughout the day. 
  
The Macomb County Health Department is teaming up with the Shorewood Kiwanis Club 
of St. Clair Shores to host a Kids Against Hunger packaging event. Kids Against Hunger is 
a nonprofit organization that has a mission of ending childhood hunger. Packaging events 
fill bags that contain six servings of food.  The goal is to package more than 10,000 meals. 

Completed packages are equally divided among the pantry at St. Margaret of Scotland, 
which is hosting the event, a current disaster relief project and the rest of the packages 
held in a reserve to assist with a future disaster. Volunteers from the Health Department’s 
Healthy Communities Program -- Lakeshore, Grosse Pointe North, Regina and De La Salle 
high schools, plus the St. Clair Shores Youth Council, will help package food. Additional 
volunteers are also needed. 

The packaging event will be held on Oct. 24 at St. Margaret of Scotland, 21201 13 Mile 
Road, St. Clair Shores. Food packaging will take place from 3:30 p.m. to 5 p.m., followed by 
clean up and loading the truck. 

National Food Day is a nationwide movement in support of healthy, affordable and 
sustainable food. This year the focus is on food education to help improve our diets and 
address obesity and other health issues in schools, homes and communities.

Macomb County
employees, outside agencies to team up 
for National Food Day on Oct. 24

Apple Crisp

Ingredients:
6 apples, peeled and sliced
1½ cups rolled oats
¾ cup packed brown sugar
¼ cup all-purpose flour
¼ teaspoon nutmeg
1 teaspoon cinnamon
¼ teaspoon salt
½ cup (1 stick) butter or margarine

Directions:
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. Arrange 
the apples in lightly greased 9x9-inch bak-
ing pan. Place the oats, brown sugar, flour, 
nutmeg, cinnamon and salt in a sealable 
bag. Seal the bag and shake to mix well. 
Cut the butter into 1-inch pieces. Add to the 
oat mixture and seal the bag. Squeeze until 
the mixture holds together. Open the bag 
and crumble the mixture evenly over the 
apples. Bake for 40 to 45 minutes or until 
the topping is golden brown and the juices 
begin to bubble around the edges. Cool 
slightly before serving. Serve with whipped 
cream or ice cream.

Makes 9 servings.
Per serving: (apple crisp only, no ice cream 
or whipped cream)

Calories  275
Fiber       3g
Sodium 143mg
Carbs   43g
Fat   11g
Protein     2g
Sugar    29 g

Submitted by MSUE
Source: Living Well – More Than a Cook-
book, NEAFCS

For more information about MI fruits and 
vegetables click on MI Fresh or visit
msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/
mi_fresh. 

http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/mi_fresh
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/program/info/mi_fresh
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By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Sandy Jurek, Macomb County’s chief information officer, has been on the job 
for only a year but that hasn’t stopped her from being named one of the winners 
of the CIO of the Year Award by Crain’s Detroit Business in September.

“Sandy has had a positive impact on our county since day one,” said Macomb 
County Executive Mark A. Hackel. “She hit the ground running last August and 
hasn’t slowed down since. We are very fortunate to have her on our team.”  

Previously, the county’s Department of Information Technology was without a 
director for nearly two years amid rapidly changing technology and increased 
demands placed on the various departments to keep up.  

Jurek executed a complete department reorganization in April of this year – just 
two weeks prior to a building fire in the Old County Building that displaced her 
entire staff.  The fire disabled the county’s communications and technology 
infrastructure, which had to be replaced and relocated.

In addition, along with the County Executive Office, Jurek is preparing to release a new Technology Strategic Plan for the county that will 
provide a roadmap for improvements over the next two to five years. Beginning with a series of ongoing meetings with all department 
heads and elected officials, Jurek has embarked on a master planning process that will outline all major projects for each year.  

An intensive discovery project has also been underway, which will result in detailed inventories, processes and a single set of standards 
for all technology in the county. When completed, a report will be generated that illustrates potential cost savings and growth opportuni-
ties.  

“This is the way we start to understand how the needs of the county can be met 
with common, creative solutions that will deliver both quality and value,” said 
Jurek. “Not only do we need to uphold the highest accountability standards, we 
also have to be able to communicate the value of technology as a real service to 
the larger county community.”

Judged by a panel of CIOs and industry experts, the award is presented annually 
to technology executives across metro Detroit who display innovation in the use of 
technology strategy, leadership in the industry and a track record of going beyond 
the call of duty. Winners were honored Oct. 2 at the Crain’s CIO Summit.

Macomb County’s Sandy 
Jurek wins CIO of the Year 
Award



Veterans Services
director appointed
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 Laura RiosBy Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

The Macomb County Department of Veterans Services has appointed Laura Rios as its new department supervisor, following the July 
retirement of Kermit Harris, who served as the department’s director for 5 years.

“Laura has the leadership skills to make sure that the department provides great service,” said Macomb County Executive Mark A. 
Hackel. “Her wealth of military experience will be an asset to Macomb County veterans.”

Prior, Rios worked as a veterans services officer for the Macomb County Veterans Office. She counseled veterans on their benefits, 
enrolled veterans in health care and assisted in upgrading discharges. 

Master Sgt. Rios grew up in Lake Worth, Florida and entered the Air Force in October 1983. Her assignments included bases in Maryland, 
Ohio, United Kingdom, California and Michigan. Sgt. Rios retired on November 1, 2009 as the first sergeant of the 339th Recruiting 
Squadron in Clinton Township, overseeing 94 enlisted personnel.    

“We have the utmost confidence that Laura will continue to move the office forward, providing the best service we can to all Macomb 
County veterans with the ultimate goal of making our Macomb County Veterans Service Office the best in the state,” said Pat Daniels, 
chairman of the Veterans Service Committee. 

Tunnel Update
The county has been working with local building officials to reopen the tunnel to allow access between the Macomb County Court and 
Administration Building.

Modifications have been performed; however, based upon a recent walkthrough with local authorities, additional modifications are 
required. Architectural drawings are currently being prepared in order to address their concerns and will be presented to the Mount 
Clemens building and fire inspectors for their review and approval.

The county is hopeful this issue will be resolved soon. It is understood that 
the closure of the tunnel continues to cause logistical issues for some 
employees and the public; however, the county must keep the safety of 
those persons using the tunnel in mind and abide by the local ordinances.

The county will continue to coordinate and provide access to the tunnel 
and basement of the old County Building for any contractors that have 
been approved to work in this area. If you have any questions, please 
contact Ben Treppa at 469-6826 or Vicki Wolber at 469-6390.

Thank you for your continued patience during this process.
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Tech Talk

      
By Steve Yelick
Information Technology Department

When you have a computer problem, who are you going to call?  No, not Ghostbusters… (not to date any of us too much).  Call 
the IT Helpdesk as your first line of support whenever you have a technology issue.

Beyond being the best support for county technology, the Helpdesk is staffed during standard county business hours (8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays and furlough days) with system technicians ready to solve problems. That 
means the call to (586) 469-5697 will be answered by a qualified person who will either resolve your issue immediately or 
evaluate it appropriately for more involved problems.

In addition to calling the Helpdesk, you could send an e-mail to helpdesk@macombgov.org. The real difference between calling 
and e-mailing is urgency. If there is a problem that needs to be solved immediately, please call instead of sending an email. 
Remember, however, that not all calls to the Helpdesk will be emergencies, and so not every call can be resolved immediately 
(it may require additional support resources that aren’t readily available at that moment.)

Fax requests and written interoffice mail requests addressed to the Helpdesk are not accepted.

When contacting the Helpdesk there are two types of requests that can be made. The first is a trouble call and the second is 
a service request. The easiest way to distinguish the two is this: a trouble call is for a problem with something that you already 
have and a service request is for something additional to that which you already have.  

For example, if you forgot your login password, or the ‘T’ on your keyboard no longer works or maybe your monitor starts 
flickering so badly you feel like you need a new pair of glasses - that is a trouble call. These are accepted from anyone who is 
using county-issued technology equipment and are addressed in a timely and professional manner to ensure that you can get 
back to work as quickly as possible.

A service request would be about something such as a new computer, a larger monitor or additional software. As you can well 
imagine, none of these items are free and the funding for them must come out of a budget. Thus, service requests are only 
accepted from authorized personnel.

Now you may be wondering, who is authorized?  IT maintains a list of those who are authorized for each department and those 
people are specified by the department directors. If you make a request to the Helpdesk that is really a service request, you 
will be kindly asked to have the request submitted by one of the authorized personnel.  The Helpdesk will inform you as to who 
in your department is authorized.

So, what happens once a request has been received?  First, a ticket is entered into 
the IT Helpdesk system, which is used to organize, prioritize and track all requests. 
Your ticket is given a number and you will receive an initial e-mail advising you 
of this. If you do not currently have e-mail service, someone will call you with 
this information. Once all work to resolve your issue has been completed, you 
will receive a final email. All requests made to the Helpdesk are addressed and 
prioritized based upon the urgency of the issue and IT staff availability.

Now that you know who to call when you have an IT problem, please do, or send 
an e-mail to the Helpdesk, and rest assured that any issues will be resolved in a 
timely and professional manner.

IT Helpdesk is Here for You



Pets of the Month

By Jeff Randazzo
Macomb County Animal Shelter

I’m Trixie, a 3-year-old spayed female, red and brown Labrador 
Retriever mix. I’ve been at the shelter since September 10, 2013.
 
 

My name is Zack and I’m a neutered male, orange tabby domestic medium hair. 
The shelter thinks I am about 1 year and 9 months old. I have been at the shelter 
since July 25, 2013.

For more information on Trixie or Zack or any other available pets, call (586) 469-
5115 or visit http://animalcontrol.macombgov.org. 

Every month Macomb Matters will be featuring a new pet(s) that’s up for adoption 
at our very own Macomb County Animal Control. Please help us find these loving 
animals a new forever home.

By Mary Gerstenberger
MSU Extension

If you enjoy garlic, October is the time to plant it. Take a smooth, fresh bulb of garlic that is free of disease and when you are ready to 
plant, separate the cloves. The larger the clove you plant, the larger the bulb of garlic that will form.   

Plant the cloves three to five inches apart, pointed end up, and one to two inches deep. If planted in a raised bed, allow five inches in all 
directions. Planting done in October will allow time for roots to develop and top growth to begin before the soil freezes. The plant will start 
growing in early spring and be ready to harvest when 
the tops start to yellow, usually in July or August. Be 
sure to clip off the scapes (the part that would flower) 
so that the nutrition is directed to clove formation. 
Harvest when about five green leaves remain, as these 
will provide good wrapping on the dried bulbs. 

Check your local farmer’s market to buy the garlic 
bulbs. Visit the Gardening in Michigan website at www.
migarden.msu.edu for tip sheets on growing garlic and 
other vegetables.

October still allows time for growing crops

Trixie & Zack
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By Carmella Sabaugh
Macomb County Clerk/Register of Deeds

On November 5, 2013 all cities in Macomb County, except the city of Warren, will elect city council or city commission members. In 
addition to voting for council/commission seats, voters in Center Line, Memphis, Mount Clemens, New Baltimore, Roseville, Sterling 
Heights and Utica will decide who will serve as mayor. New Baltimore and Roseville residents will also elect their clerk and treasurer.

For a complete listing of candidates at the November 5, 2013 city general election, visit http://www.macombcountymi.gov/
clerksoffice/pdf/elect-Nov-5-2013-candidate-list.pdf.

A number of very important ballot proposals will be considered by voters. Road funding, police and fire protection, Headlee overrides 
and school district bond proposals will be decided.

Eastpointe voters will decide on three charter amendments. New Baltimore voters weigh in on a road millage question. Clinton 
Township and Sterling Heights will present police and fire millage proposals to voters. Sterling Heights voters will also decide on funding 
local street improvements.  

Several school districts will have issues on the Nov. 5 ballot. Armada Area Schools is seeking renewal of its operating millage for non-
homestead properties and renewal of a sinking fund tax levy. Richmond and Romeo Community Schools will ask voters to decide on 
bond proposals, and Van Dyke Public Schools will present a non-homestead operating millage renewal proposal.

For ballot language, visit
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/pdf/elect-Nov-5-2013-Proposals.pdf.

For more information on the ballot proposals, visit:
http://www.cityofeastpointe.net/
http://www.cityofnewbaltimore.org/
http://www.sterling-heights.net/bins/site/templates/splash.asp
http://www.clintontownship-mi.gov/
http://www.armadaschools.org/
http://www.richmond.k12.mi.us/
http://www.romeo.k12.mi.us/
http://www.vdps.net/

The deadline to register to vote in the November 5, 2013 election has elapsed. To check your registration status, view a sample ballot 
or find your polling location, visit http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127-1633-49313-
-,00.html.

The deadline to apply for an absent voter ballot is Saturday, November 2, 2013 at 2 p.m. 
You may also vote your absent voter ballot in person at your city or township clerk’s office 
on Monday, November 4, 2013 until 4 p.m.

Visit http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1633_8716-21037--,00.html for an 
absent voter ballot application. 

Remember to vote on Tuesday, November 5, 2013. Polls are 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Vote.  Make a difference
in your community!

http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/pdf/elect-Nov-5-2013-candidate-list.pdf
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/pdf/elect-Nov-5-2013-candidate-list.pdf
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/clerksoffice/pdf/elect-Nov-5-2013-Proposals.pdf
http://www.cityofeastpointe.net/
http://www.cityofnewbaltimore.org/
http://www.cityofnewbaltimore.org/%0D
http://www.sterling-heights.net/bins/site/templates/splash.asp
http://www.clintontownship-mi.gov/
http://www.armadaschools.org/
http://www.richmond.k12.mi.us/
http://www.romeo.k12.mi.us/
http://www.vdps.net/
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0%2C1607%2C7-127-1633-49313--%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0%2C1607%2C7-127-1633-49313--%2C00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0%2C4670%2C7-127-1633_8716-21037--%2C00.html


Page 8

Employee Focus 

By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

George D. Melistas, permits and local roads engineer for the Macomb County Department of Roads, is a very busy man. By day he 
manages his department of five, conducts engineering plan reviews and meets frequently with local residents, developers and engi-
neers to address their questions and concerns during the review process. When he goes home, Melistas and his wife Kelly, whom he 
married in 2009, are the proud parents of their 4-month-old twins, Dimitri and Evi. 

“They are amazing.  They have changed the way I look at things,” said Melistas, 35.

Melistas has worked for the county since 2004 when he was hired in as a plan review engineer, looking over some 2,000 site plans 
per year.  For the past two years, he has been managing the Permits and Local Roads Department.  He said he credits his staff for all 
of the great work they do on a daily basis.  

“I’m blessed to have the people around me that get things done,” he said. 

Melistas said the department’s job is demanding because to the residents, 
developers and engineers looking to construct projects in the county, time is 
money. So much of Melistas’ job is working with the general public to ease 
their concerns throughout the engineering review process. He credits his 
ability to work with the public to his family’s background in the restaurant 
business. 

“Customer service, it’s in my blood,” he said. “This is what strengthened my 
interpersonal skills.” 

“George is an asset to the Macomb County Department of Roads,” said 
Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel. “His ability to work with the many 
developers and residents we have in the county while they invest here is a 
valuable skill.”

Melistas, who is of Greek descent, was born and raised in the state of 
Michigan.  He holds a bachelor of science degree in civil engineering from Lawrence Technological University and a certificate of pro-
ficiency in English from the University of Michigan – Ann Arbor, which allows him to go anywhere in the world and teach English as a 
second language. Melistas, who speaks three languages – English, Greek and German – said his first dream was to teach English in 
Greece. He added, however, that he is very happy with his career path and glad he is on the development side of things as that helps 
him feel as though he has a hand in helping Macomb County’s economy grow. He said this year he anticipates over 3,000 permits 
will be issued for construction, which includes residential, commercial, industrial, utilities and transport.  For the past four years he 
has seen an upward trend of permits.   

“I love it. I feed off of it.  It’s good to know you’re helping people in some way,” he said. “We’re public servants and we are here … to 
give the public the best service possible. It’s good to be part of the economic vitality in the county.” 

In addition to helping to care for his son and daughter, Melistas also enjoys soccer, baseball, helping out in Greek culture nonprofits, 
fundraising for his church and travel. Melistas also acts as union stew-
ard for all civil engineers represented by the ADTECH union. 

Family is most important to him though. The former Macomb County 
resident moved to Northville a few years ago with his wife to be closer 
to his family and mother-in-law after she was widowed.  

“Family is extremely important to us,” he said. “We wanted to be 
closer to our parents and siblings to be able to help out one another.” 

Hanging in a frame on his wall, however, is Melistas’ favorite quote 
by author Napoleon Hill, the one that Melistas thinks most accurately 
displays the motto he lives by: “What the mind can conceive and 
believe, it can achieve.” 

Department Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb 
County employees who demonstrate a high level of excellence and 
commitment to their work. To nominate an employee for future 
consideration, send an e-mail to Executive@macombgov.org stating 
in 250 words or less why they should be featured.

George D. Melistas
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By Steve Gold
Health and Human Services Department

Many Macomb County employees and residents have ridden motorcycles safely and enjoyably for years.  Janine Sechrist, administrative 
secretary for the Department of Health & Community Services, and her husband Chris were among those happy riders until July 22, when 
they were involved in an accident that put them both in the hospital for weeks.

Macomb County employees responded with open hearts to the family’s sudden crisis. More than $5,000 was raised in a few short weeks 
to help them. About half of that was gathered through a fundraising luncheon thrown by Polly Helzer in the Purchasing Department, and 
about half through donation envelopes which were circulated by department heads through every department. Cards and letters, reading 
material and other tangible expressions of support have been delivered to Janine regularly. Gifts can still be sent via Janine’s supervisor, 
Steve Gold. Janine isn’t seeing visitors yet, but is happy to receive e-mail while she’s on leave of absence – write to her at 8105431787@
mms.att.net.

 Although Janine and Chris had broken bones everywhere – pelvis, legs, wrists, ribs and others – and have undergone multiple surgeries to 
put and pin them back together again, they have been recovering, slowly but steadily. After weeks of separation, they are finally together 
again in an Oakland County rehab facility.  (Janine has temporarily returned to Beaumont Hospital to treat an infection and for additional 
surgery, but expects to be back with Chris by the time you read this.)

 The Sechrists would like to thank the many people whose expressions of support have helped them and their four children in so many 
ways.

 “My husband and I would like to express our sincerest appreciation to everyone who has sent us good wishes and participated in 
fundraising efforts, including the fundraiser luncheon which was held on August 16th. Your actions are a constant reminder to us of your 
overwhelming generosity, and they have helped tremendously in our recovery. Every day we are thankful for your thoughts and prayers. 
Every time I look at the cards that you have sent I am reminded of how fortunate I am to have such wonderful coworkers.

 With sincerest thanks,

Janine and Chris Sechrist

A “thank you” from the Sechrists

Vanguard, your deferred compensation provider, will be here on Oct. 23 and 24 to provide an educational opportunity and allow time 
for questions and answers.

The “Smarter Investing through Additional Diversification” presentation provides participants with the information they need to create a 
well-diversified portfolio. It explains the principal of sub-asset allocation and how to use different types of stocks and bonds to fine-tune 
your investment mix and create a more broadly balanced portfolio. Topics to be covered include:

 • why and how to save 
 • how to balance competing financial goals 
 • how to create the right investment mix using proper diversification   
     methods 
 • how to plan ahead for a more comfortable retirement 

This educational opportunity will be offered in your choice of sessions. They are scheduled 
at 9 a.m. and 1:30 p.m. on both Oct. 23 and 24 at the Health Department auditorium 
(across from the Sheriff’s Office). There will be plenty of time after each presentation to 
have a question and answer session with a Vanguard representative.

A note from HR



As Halloween approaches, what could be spookier than visiting 
one of Macomb County’s cemeteries? Over 70 cemeteries have 
“made Macomb their home” and offer a glimpse into the past 
of our earlier citizens. Their tombstones offer a vital source of 
local and family history, with some communities offering his-
torical cemetery tours highlighting their more illustrious citi-
zens where virtually every plot has a story to tell.    

The Moravian Settlement was probably the site of the first cemetery in Macomb. 
In 1782, David Zeisberger and his followers founded New Gnadenhutten on top 
of a bluff in the area known today as Moxon Drive in Clinton Township. In 1783, 
the Moravian Indians built Moravian Drive, the first inland road in the state of 
Michigan. In recent years, a Moxon Drive home-
owner discovered the location of the cemetery 
when digging for a backyard pool.

Another early cemetery was originally located 
in Harrison Township near the present Metro 
Beach Metropark. Father Gabriel Richard over-
saw the construction of La Petite Chapelle, of-
ficially named St. Francois de Sales. On Janu-
ary 19, 1829, Felix and Marie Peltier sold one 
arpent, or French acre, to the St. Francois de 
Sales Parish for $1 to be used for an adjacent 
graveyard. 

In 1929, more than 100 skeletons were moved 
from the abandoned cemetery to St. Peter’s 
Cemetery in Clinton Township. Ironically, the 

little that remains of the chapel can be 
seen today in the backyard of our own 
Planning Department’s Rachael Lisecki on Church Street.

One of our most popular cemetery residents is John A. Huff of Rich-
mond Township’s Willow Grove Cemetery. A carpenter from Armada, 
Huff served as a sharpshooter in Company E of the 5th Michigan Caval-
ry Regiment. He is thought to have fired the bullet that mortally wound-
ed Confederate Major General Jeb Stuart in May of 1864 at the Battle 
of Yellow Tavern. Wounded less than a month later, Huff was sent back 
to Armada where he died.  

Halloween in Macomb County
By Cynthia S. Donahue 
Facilities and Operations

Macomb’s Memories
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John’s $102.20 estate was not enough to cover his debts. The family’s home and all their worldly goods 
were sold at public auction in September 1865. Abigail and her six children left the area never to return, 
but their house still remains standing in Armada. Huff’s headstone was not ordered until May 1900, but 
has been stolen and replaced several times since then. 

The Romeo Cemetery, established August 8, 1842, is the resting place of over 6,000 souls. One of its most 
distinguishing characteristics is the Soldiers Monument that is flanked by a pair of Civil War cannons. Cel-
ebrated with a parade on May 30, 1900, this picture shows the townspeople on West St. Clair en route to 
the cemetery for the dedication of the monument to the Civil War soldiers buried there.  

Halloween has traditionally played an important 
role in the village of Romeo, with local newspa-
pers reporting Halloween tricksters as early as 
1886.

Romeo’s Halloween spirit continues today on the 
eminent Tillson Street. More than two dozen home-
owners adorn their front yards with extraordinary 
Halloween exhibits that are visited by over 20,000 
guests a year.  
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Newly Hired...
Name        Department
Allen, Stevina M.  Sheriff
Balthazard, Berangere M.L. Circuit Court
Barrett, Joseph J.  Sheriff
Bergeron, Harold J.  Health
Blake, Justin C.  Martha T. Berry
Bommarito, Joseph D.  Community Mental Health
Brown, Tyesha L.  Martha T. Berry
Ciner, Stephanie M.  Health
Curtis, Theresa A.  Emergency Services
Dalka, Geraldine F.  Community Mental Health
Debruin, Daniel D.  Prosecuting Attorney
Downing, Rhonda L.  Martha T. Berry
Ealy, David M.  Sheriff
Fitzpatrick, Marilyn J.  Health
Froberg, Theresa M.  Martha T. Berry
Gedge, Eliza R.  Community Mental Health
Grant, Kevin M.  Sheriff
Hanvey, Elizabeth M.  Community Mental Health
Hella, Brittney R.  Health
Jayroe, Blake R.  Health
Kozicki, Matthew P.  Facilities And Operations
Kurtz, April A.  Circuit Court
Mayowski, Laurie A.  Martha T. Berry
Molina, Angelica M.  Community Services Agency
Moll, Jacquelyn A.  Health
Montgomery, Scott S.  Sheriff
Murphy, Keri L.  Community Mental Health
Phoenix, Kristin M.  Sheriff
Sadocha, Stacy L.  Community Services Agency
Samuels, Tamala R.  Community Services Agency
Sergent, Jeffrey N.  Community Mental Health
Talos, John E.  Sheriff
Taylor, James E.  Martha T. Berry
Vukpalaj, Ardian  Health
Watson, Aurita M.  Martha T. Berry
Westphal, Rhonda A.  Juvenile Justice Center
Wouters, Michael D.  Sheriff
 

RETIREES...
Name          Department
Brumbaugh Jr, George E.  Corporation Counsel
Clarke, Esther L.  Family Court Juvenile
Cook, Hilya L.  Health
Digon, Amy J.  Sheriff
Ehrler, Diane M.  Information Technology
Hyso, Carol L.  Community Mental Health
Jacokes, Paul H.  Friend Of The Court
Quigley, Kathleen L.  Prosecuting Attorney
Sanders, Freddie J.  Martha T. Berry
Sands, Judy M.  Family Court Juvenile
Scribner, Sue Ann  42nd District Court 
Seidelman, Charles A.  Juvenile Justice Center
Palazzola, Roy  Roads Page 12
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Upcoming Events

Don’t forget to spread the 
social word...

Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

Visit 
www.makemacombyourhome.com

for more events6

November
General election 

Health Outreach Day  -  Roseville
www.macombcountymi.gov/MCCSA/index.htm 

CARE Open House - Fraser
www.careofsem.com

RELAX-Alternatives to Anger Session I - Clinton Township
http://msue.anr.msu.edu 
 
Hightail it for Heroes  -  Stony Creek Metropark
www.essmichigan.org 

Veterans Day
www.downtownmountclemens.com 
 
RELAX-Alternatives to Anger Session II  -  Clinton Township
http://msue.anr.msu.edu 

6

31

   Second Story Used Book Sale  -  Macomb
   www.splcs.com

Pumpkin Party & Pork Roast  -  Mt. Clemens
www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com

Halloween Spooktacular -  Mt. Clemens
www.downtownmountclemens.com 

Trunk or Treat for Family Peace - Mt. Clemens
www.turningpointmacomb.org 
 
Health Outreach Day  -  Fraser
www.macombcountymi.gov/MCCSA/index.htm 

Halloween

9

11

16

 Our new webstore features apparel, hats, caps, bags, totes, drinkware, sports, outdoor 
items and many other items sporting the Make Macomb Your Home logo. 

Don’t forget employees can get a 20 percent discount by typing in 123456 at the end of their purchase.

 

Get your Macomb on!

http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome.com
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/MCCSA/index.htm
http://www.careofsem.com
http://msue.anr.msu.edu
http://www.essmichigan.org
http://www.downtownmountclemens.com
http://www.splcs.com
http://www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com
http://www.macombgov.org/msuextension
http://www.downtownmountclemens.com
http://www.michigan.org/events/boating-outdoor-festival/%20%0D
http://www.turningpointmacomb.org
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/MCCSA/index.htm
http://shopmmyh.com

