
A Message From Mark
March is here -- a month that provides me with 
one of my favorite public outreach opportunities 
-- reading to children at various schools throughout 
Macomb County as they celebrate March is Reading 
Month. 

Recently I visited the Keith Bovenschen School 
in Warren, which is part of the Macomb Intermediate School District, to 
read to the children. The talented staff there educates students ages 3 
to 26 who have moderate to severe cognitive impairments. It was such a 
great experience to meet with these children and be part of their learning 
experience. 

This month we have also really 
begun to focus on developing a 
more cohesive branding of Macomb 
County moving forward. Inside this 
newsletter are articles dedicated 
to letting you know about different 
branding projects we have going 
on in the County as well as the 
importance of having one brand. 

I encourage each of you to participate in these projects however you can. 
Help us really get our key message out to market Macomb County as a 
great place to live, work, play and grow a business. 

Sincerely,

Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive
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What’s Cookin?!

SKILLET CABBAGE &
APPLES

Ingredients: 
2 Tbsp. water
1 small head of cabbage, washed, 
chopped or shredded to make 3 cups
1 cup onion, chopped
2 Tbsp. lemon juice
2 tart apples, washed and diced
1 Tbsp. brown sugar

Optional:  1/2 cup raisins or dried 
cranberries

Directions: 
Put 2 Tbsp. water in frying pan, add cab-
bage and onions. Cook and stir for three 
to five minutes over medium heat.

Add lemon juice. Simmer, covered for 10 
more minutes.

Add diced apples (and raisins or cranber-
ries, if desired). Sprinkle with brown 
sugar. 

Cover again and simmer until the apples 
and cabbage are tender.

Nutritional value per serving: 53 calories, 1g 
protein, 13g carbohydrates, 3g fiber, 8mg 
sodium

Submitted by: MSUE
Eating Right is Basic Recipe Set
Servings: 6
Serving size: 1 cup
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15-20 minutes

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will 
provide followers with 
up-to-date information 
on road construction and 
conditions, County and 
community events, as well as 
other notable happenings. 
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David Viviano appointed to the Michigan Supreme Court
By Anthony June
Macomb County Circuit Court

Justice David F. Viviano was appointed to the Michigan Supreme 
Court on February 27, 2013 by Governor Rick Snyder. Justice 
Viviano was previously a judge of the Macomb County Circuit 
Court, to which he was elected in 2006, and served in that 
court’s criminal/civil division. In 2011, the Supreme Court 
appointed him to serve not only as chief judge of the circuit court, 
but also of the Macomb County Probate Court.

“We are proud that our Chief Judge has been elevated to the Michigan Supreme Court. 
Justice David Viviano has had a record on our bench of integrity and high standards as well as 
innovation and progressive ideas for the roles of the courts in our community and in society,” 
said Chief Judge Pro Tempore John C. Foster about the appointment, on behalf of the Macomb 
County Circuit Court bench. “We are proud that he will be the first justice from Macomb County 
since Justice Neil Reid who served from 1944 to 1956. We will miss his innovative approach 
and will strive to complete the programs he has initiated. We wish him and his family all the 
best in the years to come and know that he will serve the citizens of the state of Michigan as 
well as he has served Macomb County.”

“It’s a proud day for the Viviano family and for Macomb County and more importantly for 
the state of Michigan. I say this from the perspective of knowing David personally and 
professionally,” added Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel.

Before becoming a judge, Justice Viviano worked at two nationally-recognized law firms, 
Dickinson Wright PLLC in Detroit and Jenner & Block LLC in Chicago. He then founded his own 
law firm in Mount Clemens, Viviano and Viviano PLLC, where he concentrated his practice in 
commercial and criminal litigation, zoning and real estate law. He also served as city attorney 
for the city of Center Line. 

Justice Viviano graduated in 1994 from Hillsdale College with highest honors and from the 
University of Michigan Law School in 1996. 

Justice Viviano is a member of the State Bar of Michigan, the Macomb County Bar Association, 
the Italian American Bar Association and the Illinois State Bar Association. He also serves on 
the Macomb Advisory Board of the Children’s Hospital of Michigan.
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By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

One of the key elements of branding the County correctly is using the same logos consistently and correctly. Over the years 
there have been a variety of different logos used for the County; however, many of them have been updated. Below is a list of 
the most often-needed logos along with a description of when to use them.
 
Please contact Rachael Lisecki at Rachael.Lisecki@Macombgov.org for these high-quality logos below.  She has every file type 
and size of each logo that is most commonly used.  

What’s in a logo? 

This is the main Macomb County 
logo, to be used the majority of 
the time a logo is needed. 

This logo is for all departments 
that report directly to the 
Executive Office. 

This is an optional logo to be used throughout 
the County on any promotional materials.

mailto:rachael.lisecki%40macombgov.org?subject=Macomb%20County%20Logos


Employee Focus
By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Percy Johnson is one of those behind-the-scenes guys that – whether you know him or not – 
deserves recognition for the job he does.

He’s the county’s delivery driver, going to several different stops throughout the day, from 
Romeo to St. Clair Shores, making sure that all of the maintenance and office supplies need-
ed for the county’s various departments are delivered correctly and on time. 

Percy is also responsible for doing pickups, refilling propane tanks and stock, driving a hi-lo 
and even filling orders while covering for other staff during their lunch breaks at the county’s 
Central Receiving offices. Percy has perhaps one of the more physical jobs in the County, 
spending every day from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. lifting many heavy boxes and equipment 
throughout the day.

“I am very fortunate not to have a bad back,” he said. “This is the only job where I can get 
exercise and do my job too.” 

Percy’s been doing this job for 33 years, since June 16, 1980. Prior to that, when he was 
just 15 years old, he worked in the county’s mailroom, sorting mail by zip code. He later was 
asked to be a driver, which has now developed into the job he has today.

“This job to me is like when you first start riding a bike -- once you do it, it comes easy,” he said.

But Debbie Gunn, Percy’s supervisor, knows Percy is just being modest.

“Percy is a very hard-working employee. He goes above and beyond to make sure departments get what they need. Everyone who 
knows Percy would agree that he doesn’t complain, and does whatever he can for them, even if he has a fully-booked schedule,” she 
said. “He is truly a great and much appreciated employee.”

Percy, who is 56, lives in Mount Clemens near Mount Clemens High School and is the father of three –27, 31 and 33 years old.  He 
often rides his bike to work in the summer, and in his spare time, he is a fan of bowling a couple frames every now and then. 

“Each time I see Percy the first thing I see is a humble guy with a very pleasant personality,” said Macomb County Executive Mark 
Hackel who nominated Percy for Employee Focus. “He’s the type of person who loves what he does and it shows by how he does it.”

Executive Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of excellence 
and commitment to their work. To nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to Executive@macombgov.
org stating in 250 words or less why they should be featured.
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Percy Johnson



By Sandy Jurek
Macomb County Information Technology

With the full support of County Executive Mark A. Hackel and the entire Macomb County 
population, a countywide effort is now underway to update the design of our Macomb 
County website (macombgov.org) and to replace the aging web content management 
system used by departments to update pages. A new organizational structure will help 
site visitors more easily find what they’re looking for based around a ‘live, work and 
play’ theme. All of the different Macomb County websites will be incorporated into a 
single portal.  

The new look and feel will leverage the design of the MakeMacombYourHome.com 
site in order to create a more cohesive appearance across all of Macomb County’s 
communication channels. All of the various websites managed throughout the County 
will be redesigned and converted beginning in April.

The Department of Information Technology (IT) is leading this effort and is working closely with 
the Executive Office, Planning and Economic Development and the Clerk/Register 
of Deeds office on the initiative. IT has developed the entire platform in-house -- 
taking advantage of free, open-source software called Drupal widely used in the 
federal government. This keeps costs minimal while providing the County with 
a powerful tool and platform for future growth.

Collecting ideas and feedback

You’ll get a sneak peek at the new design when the sample home page is 
launched March 20. This will give our employees and the public a chance to provide us with feedback as we finalize plans for the new 
site. Look for a “Feedback” link in the upper right-hand corner of the new home page. You will be able to link to a site where you can 
submit any ideas and suggestions for the website using our crowdsourcing tool. 
 
The term crowdsourcing describes the harnessing of the ideas and knowledge of a group of people to solve a particular problem.  A 
crowdsourcing website allows people to post their ideas or suggestions on specific topics (in our case, the website) and then other people 
can comment and vote on it. Crowdsourcing is a simple way to generate new ideas using simple and inexpensive social networking tools.  

We’ll be reviewing and discussing all your ideas and let you know what we can implement. The ideas we get will help us add new 
features and functions that people want rather than what we think they need. You may also send any ideas for the new website to 
websupport@macombgov.org .  

Macombgov.org to get makeover

Macomb County Blood Drive reaches goal, helps save lives  
By Pam Lavers
Macomb County Executive Office

The Macomb County Blood Drive, which was held on Friday, February 22, 2013 in the Administration Building, was a great 
success.  There were 37 people registered, which included five first-time donors. Thirty-one people were able to donate one pint 
of blood allowing us to meet our goal. We also had six people who attempted to donate blood. 

We appreciate everyone’s efforts! Thank you to the Macomb County employees who took the time out of their busy schedule 
to save so many lives.
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By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

The branding of a product is something that we see all the time without much thought as to what goes 
into making a “name” for that item. Coca-Cola, McDonald’s and Nike are all brands that instantly - when you see their 
respective logos - you know what that company represents and what product it sells. 

Branding is just as important in all sectors – public and private. Macomb County serves over 842,000 residents and 
delivers a variety of services, so making sure that Macomb County is presented to the public in a cohesive and recognizable 
brand is just as important as it is for any of the above companies. It is necessary that the public be aware of what Macomb 
County signifies and what people can expect when they come here. 

Great branding can be done a variety of ways -- through creating a consistent logo that is used in all promotions, having a set template 
for brochures, letters and all other documents and by holding events with a constant theme that promote exactly what Macomb County 
embodies for our residents and visitors.

Together with a variety of county departments, the Executive Office has begun standardizing our materials, honing our messaging and 
working on building a cohesive and recognizable Macomb County brand. It may take some time, but it will be well worth it as we work 
together to bring Macomb County to the forefront. 

Brand new 

Pet of the Month

By Jeff Randazzo
Macomb County Animal Shelter

Pepper is a 1-and-a-half year old female lab mix that was brought into 
the shelter by her owner because he/she did not have a fence. 

She was taken into the shelter’s vet clinic on Feb. 22 where she got 
her rabies and distemper vaccinations, was treated for intestinal 
parasites (a routine procedure) and was tested for heartworm, which 
had a negative result. Pepper is housebroken and good with children.

The adoption fee for Pepper is $165. Her identification number is A273232. For more information on adopting her or any of the 
other pets at the shelter or to learn how to become a foster home to a pet, you can visit the shelter at 21417 Dunham Road in 
Clinton Township from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, from noon to 6 p.m. on Wednesday and from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday.

Additionally, the shelter will be hosting a low-cost vaccine clinic on Saturday, March 23 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Freedom Hill 
at 14900 Metropolitan Parkway in Sterling Heights. Vaccines available are DHLPP (for dogs) $10, Distemper-Pan-Leuk (for cats) 
$10, heartworm testing $20 and rabies $10. Microchipping $20 is also offered.  Cash only for all services.  We will also be selling 
discounted flea and heartworm preventives. Some of the shelter’s adoptable cats and dogs will also be at the event. 

For more information on the low-cost vaccine clinic or on how to adopt Pepper, call the shelter at (586) 469-5115 or visit
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/publichealth/animal.htm.

Every month Macomb Matters will be featuring a new pet that’s up for adoption at our very own Macomb County Animal Shelter. 
Please help us find these loving animals a new forever home.

Pepper 
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By Maria Zardis
Macomb County Planning & Economic Development

Have you ever picked up a sales paper and known without really reading it that you are looking at something from Target? Have you 
already figured out that when you see stunning photography and the smooth voice of Tim Allen that you are about to see a Pure Michigan 
commercial?  Do you know when you are about to hear a Beaumont Hospital commercial on the radio just by hearing how it begins?   

These marketing tools have mastered the art of using a standardized set of elements. Each relies on a consistent use of logo, font, color, 
style of photography, sound, music, etc.  As a result, they help to create familiarity while evoking a sense of credibility and trust on the 
part of the consumer.

Over the years, each county department has developed its own style for developing promotional materials. While most look great, there 
isn’t a common set of design elements that tie them together.  

As part of an overall effort to create a common “look and feel” for county materials, Rachael Lisecki and Carol Pihaylic, the graphics 
technicians within the Department of Planning & Economic Development, are working to develop a standardized set of design guidelines. 
With a box full of current materials to review, Rachael Lisecki and Carol Pihaylic are working to create design standards that will make 
our materials more instantly recognizable.  

The guidelines will include standardization of font, font sizes, font colors, placement of the logo and other elements. Our goal is to unify 
our message that Macomb County is not only a great place to live, work and play (Make Macomb Your Home) but also that we -- county 
government employees -- work hard to provide top-notch services and programs that our residents want and need.

County begins task of standardizing templates for promotional materials 

By Monika Rittner
Macomb Health and Fitness Foundation

The Let’s Move Festival of Races, Macomb, was organized to promote health and fitness for all Americans through a premier running 
event in Macomb County.  

The festival runs from Thursday, April 25 through Friday, April 26 and begins with Binson’s Health and Fitness Expo, to be held at 
Zuccaro’s on Gratiot in Macomb Township. Race participants are encouraged to pick up their race packets at the expo. 

Also on April 26, in downtown Mount Clemens, yoga and Zumba will be offered on Main Street beginning at 4 p.m.

Race day is Saturday April 27. The race day festival features several events that run through areas of Mount Clemens, Harrison Township 
and Clinton Township. These events include a half-marathon, 5K run, 5K walk, Riverwalk, Kid’s Fitness Festival and Kid’s Last Mile Run. 
Register at Letsmovefestival.com.  Group rates are available by e-mailing info.letsmoveraces@gmail.com.  

The Macomb Health and Fitness Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization, seeks to promote healthy lifestyles throughout an individual’s 
lifetime. In support of this objective, this annual festival will include events for the adult physically fit competitor as well as events 
designed to promote physical fitness in children and support the active lifestyle for seniors.

Let’s Move Festival of Races returns to downtown 
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By Maria Swiatkowski
Macomb County Health Department

Every April, the March of Dimes takes time to raise awareness of premature birth and babies born with birth defects. This year, 
Healthstyles is working to help support the March of Dimes with “Blue Jeans for Babies” days.  Every Wednesday in April, employees 
who wish to wear blue jeans for babies can purchase a sticker for $1 per Wednesday or a button for $5 for all four Wednesdays.  

Blue Jeans for Babies Days:
April 3

April 10
April 17
April 24

In addition, employees who are interested in walking at Lake St. Clair Metropark on April 28 in the March for Babies fundraiser are 
invited to one of two kick-off luncheons.

Pizza Kick-Off Luncheons:
•  Wednesday, March 20 at noon on the 9th floor of the Administration  Building, 1 South Main Street, Mount Clemens

•  Friday, March 22 at noon in the senior auditorium at the VerKuilen Building, 21885 Dunham, Clinton Township

Contact Healthstyles to sign up to attend the pizza kickoff or to request buttons and stickers for Blue Jeans for Babies days at 
Healthstyles@macombgov.org or (586) 469-0524.

Blue Jeans for Babies 

Are you currently tinkering with an idea that might be “the next best thing?” Big ideas are born everywhere. From 
the research and development labs of our manufacturers to the workbench in your garage, American innovation is 
alive and well. Want to learn more about acquiring a U.S. patent to protect your invention? Attend a workshop on 
Tuesday April 2 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. in Sterling Heights. For more information, 
visit http://www.macombcountymi.gov/MCPED/Documents/upcomingevents/03-14-13_GetOutoftheGarage.pdf. 

Got the light bulb on?  

By Madeline Habib
Macomb County Community Mental Health

Ever wonder what goes on in other Macomb County departments? For those of you 
who are curious, 2013 Traveling Tours are scheduled for Wednesday and Thursday, 
May 1 and 2 at various tour sites around the County. 

The Traveling Tours event is an opportunity for employees and others to visit local 
human services sites to learn about the services they offer. This year’s theme will be 
“All Over the Map.”

Tour sites include but are not limited to: Macomb Emergency Services Training Center, 
Michigan Works!, ARC of Macomb, Macomb Animal Shelter, North Shore Alternative 
High School, Macomb Care Connect, Bozymowski School, Transitional Living Program, 
Lutz School, Hope in Macomb Center, Medstar Ambulance, plus others. 

The event is sponsored by the Macomb County Human Services Coordinating Body (HSCB) and put together by the Inter-Agency 
Communications Work Group. A registration information flyer with instructions on how to register online will be posted on the “Events” 
page on the HSCB website mhscb.mccmh.net.

Curious about the County? 
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Newly Hired... Upcoming Events

March
22 Planning & Economic Development - 

Going Global

     MSUE - Eating Right When Money is     
     Tight for Seniors

Animal Shelter Low-Cost Vaccine Clinic

Tastefully Simple fundraiser for Macomb 
County Senior Citizen Services

MSUE - Home Maintenance & Repair - 
Paying for Energy Upgrades

MCCSA - Meals on Wheels Easter meal 
delivery

Easter

April

Name         Department
Beaty, Tomeka N Martha T Berry
Bienkowski, Scott M Community Mental Health
Bigelow, Andrea H Martha T Berry
Bobrowski, Kristine A Macomb County Community Service Agency
Bruyneel, Katie M Macomb County Community Service Agency
Burke, Angela L County Clerk/Register Of Deeds
Clark, Jeffrey J Community Mental Health
Cody, Den-Nela L Circuit Court
Cooley, Gwendolyn S Martha T Berry
Denapole, Mandy Macomb County Community Service Agency
Duncan, Joseph A Prosecuting Attorney
Durbin, Rebecca E Martha T Berry
Green, Latasha M Martha T Berry
Hunter, Tyra M Martha T Berry
Klug, Loren K Community Mental Health
Kue, Tracy Macomb County Community Service Agency
Lindsay, Stephanie M Macomb County Community Service Agency
Mattucci, Dora L Macomb County Community Service Agency
Mayes, Amanda E Family Court - Juvenile
Mcintyre, David M Emergency Management & Communications
Monacelli, Leah Sheriff
Moore, Michael A Community Mental Health
Nowak, Karen L Macomb County Community Service Agency
Pawlowski, Tracey A Martha T Berry
Simley, Darnicia L Health
Skiver, Sarah L Martha T Berry
Smith, Kelsey M Macomb County Community Service Agency
Smith, Kristie L Emergency Management & Communications
Stumpf, Matthew C Martha T Berry
Swisher, Jennifer C Martha T Berry
Tahir, Melissa N Macomb County Community Service Agency
Ulrich, Matthew M Community Mental Health

RETIREES

Don’t forget to spread the social word...
Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

Name         Department
Alter, Leo Department Of Roads
Bousho, David L Sheriff
Brockman, Nancy M Equalization
Kelly, Penny L Job Training Partnership Act
Kuykendall, Diana L IT
Mudge, Mark L Treasurer
Odom, Carol (retired in Dec.) Department Of Roads
Ulrich, Pamela S Community Mental Health
Urbano, Linda S Community Mental Health
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25

22-4/26

31

26

31

3, 16, 20

2

2, 9, 23, 30, 5/7

3-6/26

4, 15

8

10

11

13

MSUE - Come Grow With Us Herb Series 
- Now What - Drying and Using Herbs

Planning & Economic Developemnt - 
Calling all inventors – Is your idea ready 
for a U.S. patent?

        Law Enforcement     
                      Academy for Seniors

       MSUE - Master Gardener Class

         Skywarn Weather Spotters Class

     MSUE - ServSafe Training 

Apple Blossom Gala of Runs on MOT

MSUE - Master Gardener Volunteer 
Training Spring

Care - Beyond Trauma: A Healing 
Journey for Women

Senior Citizen Services - Happy Birthday 
65!

Senior Citizen Services - Shredding Day 
and Outdated Medication Disposal

MCREST - Journey benefit concert

2

66

68

23

http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome.com


Born in Mount Clemens on June 11, 1881, Alice Louise Tucker was the first woman elected to 
public office in Macomb County. She was the daughter of John and Agnes (Lacey) Tucker, and a 
descendant of William Tucker, the first English-speaking landowner in Macomb County. William 
had settled his family on the banks of the Huron (now Clinton) River in 1784 and was the owner 
of the Denison family who served as slaves on the Tucker farm.    

Alice attended the local schools and then studied at the Detroit Conservatory of Music in De-
troit. After a trip abroad to study music further, she returned home to teach piano and became 
active in local organizations and politics. Governor Sleeper appointed Alice secretary of the 
Macomb County War Board during World War I; she was also director of the Salvation Army and 
president of the Ladies Literary Club during the campaign for women’s voting rights.  Addition-
ally, Alice was active in the League of Women Voters and the Red Cross.   

In Michigan, women were allowed to vote for statewide offices in 1919, while the 19th amend-
ment to the constitution granting them the right to vote did not become law until August 26, 
1920. Alice’s distant cousin, Alice Marion (Cottrell) Tucker, may have been the first Macomb 
County woman to run for office. In 1919 she ran unsuccessfully for the University of Michigan’s 
Board of Regents under the Prohibition Party. In 1920, she ran unsuccessfully for the Register 
of Deeds office and in 1922, she ran for state treasurer, but was again defeated.  

In 1932, Alice ran against 10-year incum-
bent Hugh Whiting for register of deeds 
and won by 2,987 votes. A democrat, Alice 
served in the office from 1932 until 1944 
when she voluntarily retired. In her first 
year in office, she was paid $1,200 with a 

$700 budget for office supplies and expenses.  

At the time that Alice served, the Register of Deeds was a separate entity 
from the Clerk’s Office. In 1968, the Board of Supervisors, by resolution num-
ber 97, combined the register of deeds and the county clerk offices into one.   

Alice resided at her parent’s home at 48 East Broadway where she taught piano 
lessons for many years. Her home was razed for urban renewal around 1959, and 
she donated many of her personal belongings before moving into the Medea Hotel 
(located where the Administration Building now stands.) The F. Harold Hayward oil 
painting of the old Court Building that hangs in the Facilities and Operations office 
in the county building was a part of her collection.   
  
Alice died on October 10, 1964 after a brief illness.  Pallbearers at her funeral were 
Ivan Johnson, former county prosecutor, Aaron Burr, register of deeds, Sherwood 
Bennett, county controller, Nelson Zott, former county clerk, Carl Brandenburg, for-
mer county treasurer and James Spier, circuit court judge. 

Alice will be remembered for her many contributions and accomplishments in her 
community and her drive for the advancement of women. She was active in educa-
tion, public service, philanthropy and politics, but was perhaps remembered best by 
the hundreds of students who took piano lessons in her home.    

Alice Louise Tucker
Macomb County’s first woman elected to public office

By Cynthia S. Donahue 
Facilities and Operations

Macomb’s Memories
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By Lynn Arnott-Bryks
Facilities and Operations

A $24,000 grant was received by Macomb County Facilities and Operations 
after the department installed new Lochinvar high efficiency condensing 
boilers in October of 2012 inside the county’s Jail Rehabilitation Center.

These boilers are 95 percent efficient and are estimated to consume 35 per-
cent less natural gas then the original boilers. The new boilers will replace 
two that were installed in 1976 when the Jail Rehabilitation Center was first 
constructed. The building was served by two 1976 Cleaver Brooks fire tube 

boilers, which supplied heating hot water to the H.V.A.C. equipment. 

An application for the grant was initiated by Al Brys, F&O’s mechanical 
systems supervisor, to take advantage of the energy rebate. Upon comple-
tion of the project, the County was able to obtain a rebate from Consumers 
Energy in the amount of $24,000. On Friday March 8, Ursula Warren, a 
representative from Consumers Energy, delivered the check to County offi-
cials.

In addition, F&O has applied and received rebates for the lighting ret-
rofit at the County Building and VerKuilen Building -- receiving a total of 
$17,983.16 and $13,889 for each project respectively.

F&O continues to find savings for County

By Maria Swiatkowski
Macomb County Health Department

Protecting the personal and environmental health of Macomb County residents is the key mission of the Macomb County Health 
Department. During the first week of April, the department is highlighting National Public Health Week by promoting a few of the 
activities and programs that help keep Macomb healthy.

Public health week has five key themes that are the focus of this year’s events.
 •   Ensuring a safe and healthy home for your family.
 •   Providing a safe environment for children at school.
 •   Creating a healthy workplace.
 •   Protecting you while you’re on the move.
 •   Empowering a healthy community.

On Monday, April 1, there will be a special Household Hazardous Waste collection from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Macomb County 
Health Department. Dispose of unwanted and expired medications, along with pesticides, weed killers, automotive products and 
other substances that can be toxic to our environment.

Additionally, on Monday, April 1 and Wednesday, April 3, two lunch and learn sessions will be offered free to employees on nutrition 
and weight loss. Watch for an e-mail with locations and times for “Nutrition – Myths and Facts” and “Weight Loss – What Works 
and What Doesn’t.”  

On Thursday, April 4, there is a Car Seat Check event at Babies R’ Us in Roseville from 2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Certified child 
passenger safety technicians will be on hand to help parents and caregivers learn how to properly install and use their car seats, 
as more than 80 percent of car seats are used incorrectly.

On Friday April 5, the Macomb County Health Department and Healthstyles are asking employees to get out and walk on their 
breaks or lunch hours. Organized walks will be held at the VerKuilen Building as well as at the Health Department main office and 
at Kennedy Square, both in Mount Clemens. Look for flyers and e-mails with specific times for each location.   

Find all of the National Public Health Week activities and educational information at
http://www.macombgov.org/publichealth/phw.htm.

Macomb County celebrates National Public Health Week
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Tech Talk
Really Useful Email Tips

E-mail is communication between human beings. To be successful, it must be both efficient 
and considerate.

1.  Not everyone can see those pretty pictures and background colors you choose to personalize your email messages but even  
if they could, leave them at home. For work, instead use a simple signature line that is consistent  with your department’s 
standard. 

2.  Make sure any attachments you include have some type of identification on them if they are created by Macomb County. 
Include the County logo, department name, contact person, etc. or any other relevant information to identify attachments by 
its author.

3.  Create precise subject lines and do not put something in all CAPS type unless you are screaming for help. In that case, pick 
up the phone and call the person.

4.  Put essential information in the first sentence or two of your message. Plan ahead that most people really don’t get further 
than that when reading an e-mail. 

5.  Never criticize or blame in e-mail. After you press send, you have no control over how the message is received or understood.

6.  Don’t hide behind e-mail when you can be out building relationships. Pick up the phone, or, better 
yet, go see someone to have a conversation rather than volleying back and forth endlessly in e-mail.

7.  Use caution when forwarding someone else’s message. Be sure to either have permission from the 
author to forward to someone else, or have a clear understanding up front that you may be forwarding 
their messages.

8.  Alternatively, copying everyone on an e-mail all of the time isn’t a good idea either. People have 
enough to read. Find a way to streamline communication and use it effectively. 
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Departments and websites should now be using macombgov.org instead of macombcountymi.gov as the official domain name (URL) for 
Macomb County. The .gov address will continue to work; however, any business cards, correspondences, e-mail signatures, etc. should 
all be updated to reflect the new URL.

Did you know?  

Filmed in Macomb County!
By Maria Zardis
Macomb County Planning & Economic Development

Filmed-in-Macomb County, “Family Weekend” starring Kristin Chenoweth, Matthew Modine, 
Olesya Rulin, Joey King and Shirley Jones opens for a sneak peek during the weekend of March 
29th at the Birmingham 8 theater.

The comedy follows 16-year-old Emily Smith-Dungy (Olesya Rulin) as an overachiever who 
is frustrated by her parents’ lack of support and guidance. Mom (Kristin Chenoweth) is a 
high-powered business exec; Dad (Matthew Modine) is an artist with little care for earning a 
paycheck.  When they miss Emily’s important jump-roping competition, she rallies her siblings 
to unite and attempt to restore family order.

Most of the film occurs in a private home on Lake St. Clair.  

“We got such great treatment from everyone in Michigan and especially Macomb County,” said 
producer Adam Saunders of Footprint Features.  “Everyone we came in contact with went out 
of their way to make us feel safe and comfortable.  They really set the tone for a great project 
and the film reflects that.”

Other locations include Fraser High School, Lakeview High School and Highland High School.  The Macomb County Film Office 
assisted the production in securing locations, props and extras for the crowd scenes.


