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Mark’s Message
I hope everyone is enjoying summer, which is in full swing!
One of the first signs summer is officially here in Macomb County is the
welcoming of our beloved peregrine falcons. Despite the fire that took
place in the Old County Building and the resulting construction, the
falcons continue to make the 11th floor ledge their home. As is tradition,
the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and officials from the
Detroit Zoo joined in a press conference with me to name and band the
bird. It is important to do this every year because the birds are considered
endangered.
The week prior to the falcon banding, several representatives from
Macomb County came with me to Mackinac Island for the Detroit
Regional Chamber’s 2016 Mackinac Policy Conference. The annual event
gives us a chance to engage with leaders from all over the state. We
spent the majority of our time this year really supporting the Michigan
Automotive and Defense Cyber Assurance Team (MADCAT), a group
established to promote Macomb County as a world leader in advancing
cybersecurity and technology in southeast Michigan.
Lastly, I wanted to let you know that we have decided to put Macomb
Matters online. Only having the newsletter available via our employee
online portal, Inside Macomb, didn’t provide an opportunity for everyone
to engage in the material, because unless you were directly dialed in to
the county’s server, you were unable to access the newsletter. This
prevented our retirees or even those who may like to read this publication
at home from being able to engage when they wanted. The newsletter is
now also available on my office’s website:
http://executive.macombgov.org/?q=Executive-News.
Just around the corner is the Fourth of July. Macomb County is in no
shortage of places to check out firework shows – in fact, some have
already started. I wish all of you a safe and happy holiday.
© 2013-2016 Macomb County, Michigan

websupport@macombgov.org

Terms of Use / Privacy Policy
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Macomb County welcomes one female falcon to the nest

On June 10, Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel, along with
representatives from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and
Detroit Zoo, named and banded one peregrine falcon chick that has
again made its home in Macomb atop the Old County Building.
The female chick was hatched 27 days ago to parents Hathor and Nick
on May 15 on the 11th floor of the Old Macomb County Building, 10 N.
Main Street, downtown Mount Clemens. There were originally five eggs in
the nest, but only one hatched.
Executive Hackel named the chick Grace, after his first-grade teacher
Grace Hice, in honor of educators.
“My first-grade teacher had a tremendous impact on me,” said Hackel,
who attended Warren Consolidated Schools as a youth. “I’d like to thank
those teachers of public education and hope they have a great
summer.”
The peregrine remains protected federally under the Migratory Bird Treaty
Act. In Michigan, peregrines remain listed as an endangered species
under state law. To learn more about Macomb County’s peregrine
falcons, visit www.macombgov.org/peregrine.

Other successful nests in Macomb County include:
·         2015: Peace, Aggie and COMTEC II
·         2014: Hero, COMTEC, Jo, Max
·         2013: Oakland and
Wayne

·         2012: Webber and
Otis
·         2011: Diana, Edna
and Rosie
·         2010: Harwell,
Martha and Packard
·         2009: Cass, Tucker and Wetzel
·         2008: Clair, Clementine and Lenny
·         2005: Alexa

Employee Focus
Macomb County Elections Department – Susan Wetter
By Sarah Cormier, Macomb County Executive Office
It’s immediately obvious to an outside visitor as soon as they walk in to the
Election Department the value Susan Wetter, elections specialist for the
Macomb County Clerk’s Office, holds.
And, if it isn’t obvious, her co-workers won’t let you forget it. Hardworking,
detailed, tireless and dedicated are just a few of the adjectives Wetter’s
colleagues described her as, eager for her to be featured in Employee
Focus. The office is a small one – only four people are in charge of running
elections for the entire county. So Wetter’s presence in particular is noted.
Wetter has held her position as elections specialist for 14 years. She is
involved in all aspects of helping to run Macomb County’s Election Office,
which oversees the printing and distribution of election ballots as well as
conducts national, state and county elections. In particular, Wetter
manages the complicated and always busy world of campaign finance.
She makes sure those running for political office comply with the Michigan
Campaign Finance Act. Throughout the year, candidates have to check
in with the county to report the money they have accrued or spent as it
relates to their campaigns. Wetter reviews all of those related documents
and helps ensure each candidate reports correctly.
“I like the people, love my boss and there is always something different
going on,” said Wetter of what she enjoys about her work.
When she isn’t buried in numbers and finance reports, Wetter, who lives in
Romeo, said she enjoys gardening and occasionally going to the casino.
She said she has also been busy helping her son move and he is
expecting his first baby, which she is excited to meet.
Wetter was originally hired to work in the Register of Deeds Office, but

after the first week there, was asked to move over to Elections.
"Susan is an outstanding member of our team, and her work directly
places Macomb County's campaign finance reporting among the most
transparent in the state," said Macomb County Clerk/Register of Deeds
Carmella Sabaugh.
Wetter said at first she was apprehensive about the move, but now is
glad she did it.
“I’m not a politically-minded person, so I wasn’t sure of the fit, but once I
got the job, I loved it. I love the details in this job,” she said.

Macomb’s Memories – The Lost Village of Belvidere
By Cynthia S. Donahue, Macomb County Facilities and Operations

Visionary James L. Conger had a dream; he envisioned a settlement called
Belvidere City he thought would be the greatest future port on the Great
Lakes. Located on the north bank of the mouth of the Clinton River, Belvidere
was east of today’s Selfridge Air National Guard Base. It began near the upper
end of the first ox-bow bend of the river, and continued along the shoreline of
Lake St. Clair to Sand Point.

James Lockwood Conger
was born Feb. 18, 1805, in
Trenton, New Jersey. After
studying both medicine
and law, he was
admitted to the bar in
Ohio where he had a
successful practice.
Known as a “stump
speaker,” the handsome, blue-eyed writer and orator was an antiabolitionist member and gave eloquent speeches promoting the
protection of states’ rights.
He married Paulina Belvedere Clark in 1824, and the couple had three
children, of which one died in infancy. In 1835, Conger and his brother,

David, came to Michigan where they formed the Belvidere Land
Company and purchased several acres of land near the mouth of the
Clinton River. In 1836, the land was surveyed, and 1,009 lots were plotted
by Abel Dickerson.
An auction was held on Oct. 3, 1836, for 100 lots at Belvidere, but only 12
sold, and eight of those were to Conger. The auction was held at the old
Ignace Moross Tavern House, a large two-story frame building painted
yellow with white trim located at the mouth of the river. Renamed the
Belvidere Hotel, both the lot and hotel were purchased by Conger for the
sum of $3,510.

For a brief period of time, the city flourished. It held a general store,
sawmill, warehouse, docks, and a gristmill run by windmill power, along
with roughly a dozen private homes. Belvidere became the favorite place
for the young people of Mount Clemens to visit. A railroad company
charter was approved by the legislature of Michigan from Saginaw to
Belvidere in March 1837, as well as an additional route connecting
Belvidere with Utica and Pontiac.
On Dec. 30, 1837, the Bank of Lake St. Clair was founded at Belvidere with
a capitol of $50,000 with Conger as the bank president. One, two, and
three dollar bills were printed, but the bank never opened. According to
historical records, “the bank was swamped by hard times and the city by
high water.”
A little wooden steamer named the Star was built at Belvidere in 1837 for
Thomas Peck and Conger. The Star was totally destroyed by fire on Aug.
2, 1845, while docked at Dead Creek in Buffalo, New York. Another
steamer, called the Little Erie made its way to the shores of Belvidere
under the command of underwater diving pioneer George
W. Taylor. The steamer, once stolen by patriots during the Battle of

Windsor in 1837, went through the ice on Sunday, Dec. 6, 1842 and sunk in
the shallow waters of Belvidere Bay. Taylor, determined to raise the vessel,
came back with a crew later that month. The water around their ship
soon froze as well and the nine member crew headed for shore. When
the ice suddenly parted in front of them, four of the men tried to reach
the shore, while Taylor and the rest returned to their ship. The four men
never reached the shore and were never heard from again. Whether or
not the Little Erie still lies in Belvidere Bay remains undetermined.
O n July 20, 1838, Conger

resided over the Clinton
and Kalamazoo Canal
groundbreaking where he
was elected “President of
the Day.” The canal was to
reach from the mouth of
the Kalamazoo River on
Lake Michigan to the
mouth of the Clinton River
on Lake St. Clair, but, this
too never came to fruition.

A mail route was
established in Belvidere in
1839. That same year,
Conger petitioned the
Senate and House of
Representatives for a
remittance of his property
taxes, which was approved, presumably due to most of his property being
under water.
While Belvidere sounded impressive on paper, it never reached the full
potential that Conger had visualized. The year 1836 brought high waters,
and by 1838 most of Belvidere was under water. Local Native Americans
had warned Conger that the area was periodically submerged under
water, but he didn’t listen. Soon the Conger family were the only ones left
in Belvidere, having moved to the second floor of the hotel; the others
had relocated to dryer land. According to the locals, the area was noted
to be a fine locality for mosquitoes and bull frogs, but not for human
subsistence.
Although Conger was

admitted to the Michigan
Bar in 1840, his primary
source of income was
from his patent on
Conger’s Tonic Liver Pills,
and Conger’s Magic
Regulator, both tonics
that claimed to cure
everything from
tuberculosis to venereal
complaints. Ironically,
Conger’s wife died from tuberculosis in March 1847 and was entombed
near the mouth of the river.
That same month, the
Michigan Senate
appropriated $30,000 to
build a lighthouse at
Belvidere, and proposals
were received for the
building of the dwelling
house and lighthouse on
May 18, 1847. The brick dwelling was built with a basement, a kitchen
separately attached to the building, and an octagonal tower with a
framed deck on the center of the roof. According to the Detroit Free
Press, local pioneer Antoine Peltier helped build the lighthouse while
Robert Meldrum and Lewis Trombley were two of the appointed
lighthouse keepers.
According to the 1850 non-population agricultural census, Conger’s 600acre farm at Belvidere produced 50 bushels of wheat; he also had horses,
cattle, oxen and swine. He was elected that year under the Whig Party as
a Michigan representative to the 32nd Congress where he served for two
years. He was also selected as vice president of the National Agricultural
Society in 1852.
Conger continued to
reside at Belvidere until
the late 1850s. In 1876,
the Saginawian
newspaper reported an
antidote about his final
departure from Belvidere.
It seems that the water
once again encroached
upon his home and
farmlands. A plank bridge had been laid down to access the barn and
Conger went to retrieve something from his buggy. As he placed his hand
under the buggy seat, he was
horrified to have discovered a snake. As he looked about, he saw snakes
were everywhere there was a dry place in the barn so they could escape
the flood. He is said to have gathered his goods, chartered a steamer
and left that same day, never to return to his beloved Belvidere.

By 1860, Conger was
living in the city of St.
Clair, where he must have
met his future bride. At
the age of 63, Conger
married 25-year-old Sarah
Mills on July 6, 1868.   
Conger died of old age
in St. Clair on April 10,
1876, and had three
different burial plots. In 1857, he had purchased 12 lots at Clinton Grove
Cemetery for $25, but, upon his death, he was entombed along the shore
of Belvidere with his first wife, Paulina, for a brief period of time. Shortly
thereafter, Conger and Paulina were reburied in Ohio in the Green Lawn
Cemetery by their daughter Hannah.

old farmhouse.

Conger’s
empty
tomb,
located
just north of
the mouth
of the river,
stood for
many
years; a
portion of it
later
served as
the front
step of
Clarence
Cottrell’s

The stores and mill continued to operate at Belvidere for several years. A
spark from the steamer Ida was the cause of the fire that burnt down the
old warehouse, the adjoining shed and the windmill at Belvidere in July
1882.
The lighthouse was decommissioned in 1872,
and the lighthouse
keeper’s dwelling was
purchased by the Mount
Clemens Hunting and
Fishing Club who
removed the octagonal
tower from the facility. In 1903, it was leased as a resort for hunters and
fishermen by Captain Sydenham Scott, who enlarged and re-planked the
dock and added a large porch to the main The dwelling was destroyed
by fire in 1908.
William Cottrell sold a

Denmarsh, and was a favorite retreat for
the Mount Clemens Old Crowd to
frequent.

section of his property
near the mouth of the
Clinton in 1904 to Albert
C. Denmarsh, who
opened the Denmarsh
Hotel on June 4, 1905. The
Detroit Free Press
proclaimed it the “largest
of the river mouth hotels.”
The Conger Bay Club was
located next to the

Property in Belvidere passed through
numerous hands since the demise of
Conger’s dream. In 1907, Carl Schweikart
established the Mt. Clemens Carp
Company in Belvidere, as well as the
Schweikart Dredging Company. Schweikart
converted the marshlands into a carp farm
with an outlet into Lake St. Clair, dredging
ditches around the periphery of his
property in order to maintain controlled
level of water for his carp business. This was
the cause of several future lawsuits pertaining to land disputes in the area
where erosion, accretion, and avulsion were responsible for boundary changes,
as Schweikart had

redistributed the soil from the ditches he
had dredged onto front lots abutting
Lake St. Clair, and flooding had eroded
portions of the land.
Interestingly, in 1909, the East Mt.
Clemens Land Syndicate Co.
unsuccessfully attempted to form a new
city called “East Mt. Clemens” on the
very same plat of land that was once called Belvidere.

A strip of land emerged in Belvidere Bay that was called Grass Island and
was platted as a part of the Belvidere Farm. The first mention of the little
island was found in a deed recorded in May 1905 by William Cottrell to
Charles Wallich. It contained 4.12332 acres of land and water, and was
900-feet long by 200-feet wide. It was officially surveyed and recorded by
Leonard Jerome on April 22, 1926. Often referred to as Wallich Island, it
stayed
in the Wallich family for nearly 100 years; it was sold in 2002 for $8,000. At
this time the property only
contained 2.5 acres; by 2003
taxes were no longer collected
on the property, as it was nearly
submerged underwater.
The war demands of 1918 wiped
out the old summer colony at
Belvidere. The government took
all the property near the mouth
of the river as well as on Grass
Island, as this area was utilized for
air gunnery practice at Selfridge.
Finally, a successful housing
community was formed on the
old Belvidere site in 1955 by the
Tilchin Aaron Company called
Venice Shores, and remains a
charming waterfront community
today. Although the town sank,
Belvidere did not fade into
oblivion; it was still listed on a
Macomb County map in 1925.
Additionally, Belvidere Bay,
Belvidere Street, and Conger Bay

Drive are named in honor of the Macomb pioneer who dared to dream
of building his own city.
According to local historian Donald W. Green, the last remnant of
Belvidere was a historical marker placed at the little triangular park near
Conger Bay Drive and North River Road. Unfortunately, this little piece of
our history has also disappeared.
Today, Belvidere Bay continues to be known as a fisherman’s paradise.

For Your Benefit
By Human Resources and Labor Relations
As the temperatures rise and schools break for the summer, it’s a great
time to review seasonal and travel safety tips.
Summertime
Kidshealth.org recommends taking the following precautions in the
heat/sun:
Always use sunscreen, reapply often – every 2 to 3 hours.
Avoid sun exposure between the hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. when the
sun is strongest.
Wear protective eyewear.
If you do get sunburned, stay in the shade until healed, apply pure
aloe vera and contact your doctor immediately if the sunburn is severe
or blisters develop.
Stay well hydrated.
Wear loose-fitting, light-colored clothing.
Never leave children, adults or pets in a closed, parked vehicle.
WebMD recommends being mindful of the following:
Cramping in the legs is the first sign that heat is causing you trouble. If
that happens, cool off and start drinking fluids – preferably water or
Gatorade – until it goes away.
If cramping and light sweating progress to heavy sweating,
lightheadedness and nausea, then an individual is suffering from heat
stroke. At this point, the body will stop sweating and will no longer be
able to cool itself. A rising body temperature will cause blood to
thicken and makes a person more susceptible to stroke.
Know the following signs of heat stroke: red, hot, dry skin; rapid pulse;
throbbing headache; confusion; and dizziness.
Make it a point to cool off naturally if early signs of heat exhaustion
occur, but if it begins to progress, put ice packs on the groin, armpits
and neck.
Additional ways to cool the body include: immersion in cool water,
placing a person in a cool shower or wrapping the person in a cool,
wet blanket.

Limit heat/sun exposure to 15-20 minutes, which is enough time for your
body to lose enough water to lead to heat exhaustion.
Water
According to WebMD, the following safety tips should be applied in and
around water:
If a child is shivering and/or his or her lips are blue, make him/her come
out of the water and warm up to normal body temperature before
returning to the water.
Never leave a child alone while swimming or near water. An adult who
can swim should always be around to supervise.
The old tale is true, digestion zaps strength. Wait a half hour after
eating before returning or allowing children to return to the water.
BBQs and Bugs
WebMD recommends:
Making sure food that easily spoils – like mayonnaise and mayonnaisebased salads – is monitored and not left out for more than 15 minutes
in the sun.
Preventing bug bites.
Be aware of bites and stings as well as allergic reactions:
If allergic, carry an EpiPen.
Avoid a higher risk of and/or worse reaction by steering clear of nests
and hives that could lead to multiple stings.
Use a blunt-edged object – such as a credit card – to scrape and
remove the stinger. If one is not available, use your fingers to scrape it
out and prevent the release of additional venom into the bloodstream.
Ice the area of the sting.
Keep the area clean.
Apply a topical anesthetic.
Tick bites.
Prevent bites by:
Donning appropriate clothing and choose light-colored clothing for
legs, which makes ticks more visible.
Apply insect repellent that contains DEET to clothes and exposed skin.
Apply permethrin (which kills ticks on contact) to clothing.
Carry tweezers if visiting tick-infested areas.
If a tick burrows into the skin remove as much of the tick as possible
using tweezers.
Be aware of the following Lyme disease – most common in late spring and
summer in Midwestern and Northeastern states – symptoms:
A "bull's-eye" rash may appear.
Fever
Headache
Muscle or joint pain
Flu-like illness
Travel

The United States Department of State recommends the following
precautions when traveling:
Notify your credit card carrier that you will be travelling and be sure to
include where you will be and when, especially if travelling out of the
country. This will help prevent security issues and concerns such as a
freeze on your account.
Bring a copy of your passport and keep it in a separate, safe place in
the event that something happens to the original.
Carry minimum amounts of cash.
Be aware of scam artists or pick pockets.
Research areas you will be travelling to in order to ensure you are
aware of local laws and safety concerns.
Only use transportation services with official markings.
Stop mail and cancel deliveries or ask a trusted friend to collect daily.
Have someone maintain your yard.
Consider using automatic timers on lights and televisions.
You can find more detailed information for summertime safety at:
WebMD: http://www.webmd.com/women/features/surviving-summer
KidsHealth: http://kidshealth.org/parent/_summerspotlight
You can find more detailed information for travel safety at:
U.S. Department of State: http://travel.state.gov/
Allied Barton Security Services: www.AlliedBarton.com/Tips

Healthstyles June programming
Healthstyles is pleased to offer the following programs for employees in
June:
Lunch and Learn - Sleep
Noon to 1 p.m.
June 21
Talmer, 2nd Floor Conference Room
Lunch and Learn - Lung Cancer
Noon to 1 p.m.
June 28
Verkuilen, Assembly Room B
Space is limited; email healthstyles@macombgov.org
space.

to reserve your

We will also offer cooking demonstrations in the month of July. There will
be an email notice with dates, times and locations later this month.
Save the Date – Aug. 10 will be our Employee Health Fair which will be
located at Macomb Community College Emergency Service Training
Center. Stay tuned for more details as we get closer.

