
December 4, 2013 marked the third time that we came together 
under the County Executive form of government to talk about and 
celebrate what is taking place in Macomb County at our annual 
State of the County address. This year we had a full house -- over 
1,200 attended the speech -- and we had 31 different restaurant 
vendors at the Taste of Macomb, the event’s afterglow reception. I 
want to thank everyone who attended this hugely successful event. 
I hope you’ll return next year. For those of you who may have missed 
it, below is a brief synopsis of what we focused on. You can also 
watch the full speech at www.macombgov.org.  

In just three years, we have transformed from a county that was 
habitually running a deficit and in danger of depleting its general fund balance to a county that has 
had three years of balanced budgets.

In our county, nearly 18,000 businesses employ more than 296,000 individuals. From multi-
national corporations headquartered right in our backyard, to unique boutiques dotting our historic 
main streets, Macomb County’s economy is not only more vibrant, but it is becoming more diverse. 

Mount Clemens is becoming a hotbed for creativity, attracting numerous technology and web-based 
companies. The county is also playing an active role as well; our new facilities master plan will bring 
more activity to downtown Mount Clemens. 

Higher education is also expanding in Macomb County. This year nearly 65,000 students completed 
college coursework in Macomb.  As the cost of higher education continues to rise, Macomb is home 
to excellent institutions that are offering quality higher education at very affordable rates.
 
When talking about the economy, one of my favorite topics is our Blue Economy. This year, we 
hosted the Superbowl of bass fishing on Lake St. Clair; created the Huron to Erie Freshwater 
Research Center; enhanced the Nicholson Nature Center which includes a riverfront classroom and 
amphitheater; created a $1.5 million boardwalk and coastal preservation area at Lake St. Clair 
Metropark; and hosted the largest aquatic concert in the region Aquapalooza. 

Our local communities are benefitting from the Blue Economy. Utica opened up Memorial Park on 
the banks of the Clinton River providing public access in the middle of downtown. Mount Clemens 
continues its efforts in creating more activity on the riverfront with the Water Towns initiative. New 
Baltimore opened its transient marina with access to its central business district. St. Clair Shores 
is planning for an Aqua Freeze Festival this winter.  The impact to our local communities has been 
meaningful.

Macomb County government is on solid fiscal ground.  We eliminated $60 million in deficit spending, 
and our fund balance reserves are now back to 2003 levels. Restructuring our county government 
operations has saved money and allowed us to dedicate more staff and resources directly in our 
communities into programs servicing seniors and low-income families within Macomb County.  

Because the county has lived within its means, there is a sound plan for the future. The vision for 
our integrated countywide communications and operations center has become a reality. This new 
state-of-the-art facility will improve public safety and highlight the dedication we have to providing 
our residents with top-quality service.

Since day one I have been driven by a vision for a better Macomb County. It is this vision and desire 
that is leading us to new realities in Macomb County. We have created an environment where 
government is focused on productive and purposeful outcomes. We have streamlined the roles and 
functions of county government. There is a growing sense of pride in Macomb. Together we can build 
on our strong sense of community and support this place we call home.

Have a safe and happy holiday season! See you in 2014! 

 
Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive
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What’s Cookin’!

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will provide 
followers with 
up-to-date information on road 
construction and conditions, 
County and community events, 
as well as other notable 
happenings. Page 2

Make Ahead
Apple French

Toast Casserole

Directions:
1)Grease a 9 x 13 inch baking dish.  In a 
large bowl, mix together brown sugar and 
1 teaspoon cinnamon.  Mix in melted but-
ter. Stir in apples and raisins (if desired), 
until evenly coated.  Pour into prepared 
pan.  

2)In large bowl, mix together eggs, milk, 
vanilla and remaining 2 teaspoons of cin-
namon.  Dip sliced bread in egg mixture 
and then arrange bread in an even layer 
over apples.  Pour any remaining egg 
mixture over bread.  Cover with aluminum 
foil and refrigerate overnight.

3)In the morning, preheat oven to 375 
degrees F.  Remove baking dish from 
refrigerator while oven is heating.  Bake 
covered for 40-50 minutes.  Remove cover 
and bake an additional 5-10 minutes.  Let 
stand 5 minutes before serving.
(You may substitute cinnamon swirl bread 
for the French baguette, cutting down on 
additional ground cinnamon.)

Per serving: 
Servings: 12
Calories: 341
Fat: 11.5 g
Carbs: 51.8 g
Protein: 9 g
Sodium: 354 mg

Submitted by MSUE
Source: allrecipes.com/JRGLUCHOW

This is a delicious breakfast dish that can 
be prepared for Christmas morning.  It’s 
easy to prepare and sets overnight.  In the 
morning, just put it in the oven and enjoy!

Ingredients:
1 cup brown sugar   
1 (1 pound) loaf of French baguette, cut 
into 1 inch slices
1 teaspoon cinnamon  
6 eggs, lightly beaten
¼ cup butter, melted   
1 ½ cups milk
3 apples, peeled, cored and sliced 
1 Tablespoon vanilla
½ cup raisins (optional)  
2 teaspoons cinnamon

Looking for a great place to do holiday shopping? Look no further than Macomb County. 

Inspired by the popular Small Business Saturday campaign heralded by American Express, the 
Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic Development has compiled and published 
a searchable database of more than 1,600 independently owned and operated retail stores in 
Macomb County.

The resource is available to shoppers on the award-winning Make Macomb Your Home website 
at www.MakeMacombYourHome.com/ShopLocal. Searchable by category or location, users can 
peruse 16 different categories of merchandise or use it to discover new places to shop near a 
targeted destination.    

“Committing to shopping small when possible this holiday season is something we can all do to 
stimulate job growth and new business investment,” said Stephen N. Cassin, executive director of 
the Macomb County Department of Planning and Economic Development. “Consumers who make 
a conscious decision to shop locally will help more of our independent retailers end the year in the 
black.”

In Macomb, the retail industry employs nearly 40,000 workers and has a $2.2 billion annual 
economic impact. 

“Our independently owned 
and operated businesses have 
made Macomb their home by 
investing in our community, 
boosting our local economy, 
preserving neighborhoods 
and helping create local jobs,” 
said County Executive Mark 
A. Hackel. “These are the 
businesses that support our 
youth sports teams, contribute 
to our senior all-night parties 
and sponsor many of our great 
community events.”

Shop
Macomb County

http://allrecipes.com
http://www.MakeMacombYourHome.com/ShopLocal


Santa to give
county employees a discount 
at Anton Art Center
By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

The Anton Art Center in Mount Clemens is hosting a holiday wonderland, Merry and Bright: Christmas Market 
2013 until Dec. 22. County employees will receive a 10 percent discount all day on Dec. 20. One hundred and 
eight Michigan artists have created beautiful decorations and gifts including jewelry, textiles, ceramics, paint-
ings, mixed media, wreaths and sculptures. 

Additionally, the Anton Art Center is hosting a solo exhibition of artwork by an experienced Michigan artist 
Jennie Matuja until December 22. A distinguished and intuitive colorist, Matuja is well-known for working with 

several painting and drawing media to compose her pastoral landscapes.

The Art Center is open Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Fridays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Sundays from noon to 4 p.m. Extended holiday hours until 8 p.m. will be held on Thursday, Dec. 12 and Friday, Dec. 20. The Anton Art 
Center is located at 125 Macomb Place, Mount Clemens. Call (586) 469-8666 or visit www.theartcenter.org for more information.  

Macomb County contributes to a great 2013
By Pamela Lavers
Macomb County Executive Office

With the holidays approaching, we often like to reflect on the past year. Defining 2013 as a great year means many different things to 
each of us. Some might think about basic needs like food, shelter and work. Others might reflect on family, health and well-being. 
However you personally attribute your accomplishments in 2013, it is likely that living or working in Macomb County has played a role 
in those successes.   

This year we offered hearing and vision screenings for school-aged children, provided over 100,000 immunization shots, collected over 
2,000,000 pounds of food for our food pantry network and increased pediatric primary care in low-income areas through Macomb 
Children’s Healthcare Access Project. We also increased care for our elderly residents and hosted our annual senior festival. Most impor-
tantly, we initiated a continuum of care for our aging residents.

With our diverse communities and over 100 languages spoken in Macomb schools, we created OneMacomb, a committee to focus 
on the county’s diversity efforts where everyone’s quality of life is enhanced by the diversity of their neighbors and where all lives are 
enriched by multiculturalism.

The reopening of Freedom Hill, the use of Macomb’s non-motorized 70-mile trail system, Macomb’s Blue Economy Initiative events such 
as Sprint & Splash, Aquapalooza (the largest water concert in the state) and the Bassmasters Elite Tournament may have brought you 
happiness throughout the warmer months. Macomb County is also home to many farmers markets and hundreds of farms and orchards 
for healthy and fresh foods and fun, outdoor activities.

Whether you work in Macomb County for one of our largest employers like GM, Chrysler, Ford, St. John Providence, McLaren or Henry 
Ford, or one of our small local businesses, or you simply utilize their exceptional products and services, it is easy to see how each provides 
special resources to our communities.

Additionally, it is through volunteerism and care that we can do astonishing things. The thousands of Macomb County volunteers that 
provide support for our less fortunate, in some form or another, touch many, many lives. Thank you to our volunteers for making a posi-
tive impact.

Macomb County is a great place to live, work and play and together we will continue to positively impact our community. On behalf of the 
Office of County Executive Mark A. Hackel, during the holiday season more than ever, our thoughts turn gratefully to those who have made 
progress possible. It is in this spirit that we say “thank you” and “best wishes for a happy holiday season and a prosperous new year.”

http://www.theartcenter.org


Macomb County Communications 
& Technology Center (COMTEC) 
Opens this Week
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By Vicki Wolber
Emergency Management

It is hard to believe that a mere 7-and-a-half months ago the groundbreaking on the county’s new 
operations center took place at 117 S. Groesbeck Hwy. Today, the renovation and construction 
work on the project is complete.  Equipment and technology installations are continuing and we 
are making plans to relocate the four departments that will occupy the new center:  Emergency 
Management & Communications, IT, Department of Roads and the Sheriff’s Office dispatch.  
Personnel from the Emergency Management Office, IT and Department of Roads moved into the 
center the week of Dec. 8.  Due to the scope and complexity of the Sheriff’s dispatch operations, 
a move for them is planned in January 2014.

A new name and logo has been chosen for the center: The Macomb County Communications 
& Technology Center, or COMTEC. This name represents the vast array of physical equipment 
and technology that is located in the center but also encompasses the personal communication 
capabilities that take place between the public, emergency first responders and other support 
agencies that are co-located in this center to serve the public during what are usually the worst 
circumstances.  

The state-of-the-art center is amazing to look at. Many observers may be awestruck by the 20- 
by-50 foot video wall, modern dispatch, traffic and emergency operations workstations and the 
new ability to receive and disseminate real-time data and information from a variety of sources 
including CNN, weathercasters and local traffic cameras. 

However, what has been, and will always be, at the core of this center is the ability of the people 
who work in this facility to provide the best service possible to the residents, businesses and visi-
tors of our county. This center is about people, relationships and capabilities that will allow us, not only in disaster situations (or the one 
big event), but in everyday real-life situations to provide a government organization that is resilient and responsive to serving, protecting, 
responding and keeping our community safe.



Photos courtesy of Anne Nicolazzo

http://macombtoday/stateofcountyaddress/stateofcountyadress2011.htm


Pets of the Month

By Jeff Randazzo
Macomb County Animal Shelter

My name is Igloo. 
I’m intelligent and 
a good listener. 
I’m also told I’m 

gorgeous. I’m the complete package. Please adopt me!

My name is Grayson. I would love to be part of your family. I’ve had a rough past 
so I need a special someone who can give me the love, time and attention I need 
and deserve.

For more information on Igloo or Grayson or any other available pets, call (586) 
469-5115 or visit http://macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.html. 

Every month Macomb Matters will be featuring a new pet(s) that’s up for adoption 
at our very own Macomb County Animal Control. Please help us find these loving 
animals a new forever home.

 Check for freshness: choose a branch and gently pull the branch and needles  
 through your hand.  Very few needles should come off if the tree is fresh.

 Unless the tree has been cut less than eight hours ago, trim one to two inches  
 off the bottom and place in fresh water.

 Be sure the stand holds adequate water for the tree (plain tap water is best).  
 For each one inch of stem diameter, the tree will need about a quart of   
 water per day (for example a tree with a four-inch diameter will need about a  
 gallon of water or more per day)

 The water level should never be below the cut end of the stump.

 Keep the tree out of sunlight, in a cool, shaded area such as a garage or  
 covered porch, until ready to set up indoors.

 Place Christmas trees away from heat sources such as space heaters,   
 fireplaces, heat registers, televisions, etc.  

 Use only UL-approved electrical decorations and extension cords (be sure to  
 check wires for breaks or frays).

 Don’t forget, Macomb County has several Christmas tree growers and U-cut  
 farms. Start a family tradition, get outdoors and buy a locally grown tree!

For more information on Christmas trees, visit http://www.realmichiganchristmas.com/. 

Keep your Christmas tree fresh this holiday season

Igloo & Grayson
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By Mary Gerstenberger 
MSU Extension

http://macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.html
http://www.realmichiganchristmas.com/
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By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Macomb County Animal Control and Pet Supplies Plus in Clinton Township have joined together to help bring in some donations for the 
animal shelter. 

From now through the end of December, residents will be able to visit the Pet Supplies Plus at 42241 Garfield Road in Clinton Township 
and purchase specific items needed by the shelter animals. Jeff Randazzo, director of the Macomb County Animal Control division, 
created a list of items the shelter can use:

 •  Whiskas canned & dry cat & kitten food 
 •  Pedigree canned & dry dog food
 •  Indestructible toys (Kongs, Nylabones, etc.)
 •  Dog leashes (Sporns, Easy Walks)
 •  Cat and dog collars

A shopper can go into the Clinton Township Pet Supplies Plus and purchase any of the items on the list and then place it in the donation 
box to be delivered to Macomb County Animal Control. 

“We are so grateful for our working relationship with Pet Supplies Plus,” said Randazzo. “The donations of the store’s customers have 
greatly enriched the lives of the animals that are in our care.” 

Pet Supplies Plus owner Jeff Bonanni also helped the shelter during the month of October, which is National Shelter Dog Adoption 
Month. During that time, when customers came up to the register, they were able to make a donation of money directly to Macomb 
County Animal Control. Bonanni said $2,246 was raised, which was given to the shelter in Pet Supplies Plus gift cards. 

“We are very excited to be working with Macomb County Animal Control,” said Bonanni. “We 
enjoy giving to many organizations, but Macomb County Animal Control is a priority.” 

Macomb County Animal Control
teams up with local Pet Supplies Plus
Donations still being accepted
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Employee Focus 

By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

It would be an understatement to say that Cheryl Siecinski, education specialist for 
Head Start, a free preschool program available to eligible families under the Macomb 
County Community Services Agency umbrella, believes in being engaged in the com-
munity. 

Siecinski, who has worked for MCCSA for 18 years, said she has held just about every 
position within the Head Start program. Her current main duty is to support both the 
teachers and curriculum within Head Start. 

“Every day is different,” she said. “You never know what the day is going to present.” 

Siecinski’s job includes many different tasks, but her specialty seems to be writing 
grants to get funding for programs that will benefit the children. Since starting at MCCSA, Siecinski has implemented many programs, 
two of which have brought particular recognition to the county. 

For nine years she has overseen a youth mentoring program where troubled teens are brought in to work with the students at Head 
Start. This provides the teenagers with something positive to do and allows the children to work with someone other than a teacher. 

For 12 years Siecinski has also overseen an initiative that works with fathers who lack a strong relationship with their children but are 
encouraged to become more involved with their children’s day-to-day activities. She also donates her time for the county’s Adopt-A-
County Road program and Walk for Warmth. 

Siecinski said she is always coming up with ideas for different programs she’d like to implement. She said without the support of those 
in her office to start the initiatives, many of them would likely not come to fruition. 

“It takes the team and the flexibility to make it happen,” she said.  

“Cheryl has been extremely involved in all our fundraising events and agency-wide activities,” said Mary Solomon, director for Macomb 
County Community Services Agency. “She always goes a step above and beyond what is expected. She’s a champion for our programs 
and services, and is an excellent ambassador for our agency and the county as a whole.” 

Siecinski, a mother of two and a 49-year St. Clair Shores resident, doesn’t only invest her time with the community through work. When 
she leaves MCCSA, she volunteers for the Quarterback Club at Lakeshore High School even though her son has already graduated. 
Widowed last year – Siecinski’s husband was a Macomb County Health Department employee for 28 years – Siecinski was influenced 
by that tragic time to become an advocate for the Gift of Life, which encourages organ donation. When an individual passes away, 
someone from the Gift of Life is made available to counsel the surviving members of the family through the process of organ dona-
tion. Siecinski is one of those people. 

To top it all off, Siecinski just finished her master’s degree in education with a concentration in family and community services. As a 
former saleswoman who decided to make the switch to teaching 18 years ago, she couldn’t be happier with her choice. 

“I think I get more from it than they do,” she said of those she assists through her efforts. “I love to do it. Life is more fun when you 
stay plugged in.” 

“Programs that help out the community, particularly our youth, are so important,” said Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel. 
“Cheryl’s hard work toward making all of these groups and initiatives a possibility is a positive for the county and truly a gift that keeps 
on giving.”

 

Department Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of excellence and commitment to their work. To 
nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to Executive@macombgov.org stating in 250 words or less why they should be featured.

Cheryl Siecinski
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Blood Drive

Macomb County Community Corrections has hired a new director, Barbara Caskey, 
who began working on Nov. 25. 

Caskey, who resides in Lenox Township, has both a bachelor’s and a master’s 
degree in social work from Wayne State University. She is licensed as a master 
social worker through the State of Michigan. 

Prior to coming to her new position, Caskey was the senior prisoner reentry community coordinator for Macomb Prisoner Reentry through 
the Macomb/St. Clair Workforce Development Board. From 2004 to 2008, she worked as a mental health jail reduction program 
coordinator for Macomb County’s Community Corrections Department. 

She is currently co-vice chair of the Macomb Inter-Agency Council and a member of the Salvation Army Harbor Light Advisory Council. 

“We welcome Ms. Caskey back to Community Corrections,” said Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel. “Ms. Caskey has a great 
track record with the county and we’re happy to have her here.”

Community Corrections
welcomes new director

Please make an appointment by going online 
to redcrossblood.org and using sponsor code: 
macombcounty or by calling Lindsay McCullers 
at (586) 469-5303 

County Employees—earn Healthy Lifestyle 
points by donating!

Friday, January 10, 2014
9 a.m. - 2:45p.m.

.

Macomb County Health Department 
34525 Elizabeth Road

Mount Clemens  48043
Auditorium



Born March 19, 1850, in Mechlenburg, Germany, Joachim came to 
America in 1870 on the Fourth of July. He was the son of Christian 
and Julia (Uplaeger) Matthews. On September 27, 1871, he married 
Mary Sanders and the couple resided in Macomb Township in the 
area known as Waldenburg.  They later settled on a horse farm in 
Harrison Township near the Clinton River with their children Paul, Al-
bert, John, Joseph and Christian. 

Joachim ran a livery on the corner of Court and Market Street in 
Mount Clemens and was also the proprietor of Matthews Saloon on 
Front Street. Additionally, he served as Vice President of the Michigan 
Liquor Dealers Protective Association, Alderman of the 3rd Ward, Al-
derman at large, County Poor Commissioner, School Inspector and 
Board Member of the Citizens Savings Bank.   

In a heated race against George P. Eckstein in 1906, he won the 
sheriff election by 41 votes. However, in 1910 he lost the election to 
George Harris and was planning a trip back to Germany upon com-
pletion of his term.  

          
On December 1, 1910, Sheriff Matthews drove into Harrison to serve a warrant for a livestock complaint 
against Belgian farmer August Govaere. The sheriff, thought to be on his way home, arrived at the house 

just after dark and knocked at the 
front door. Mrs. Govaere and her 
15-year-old son Bennie were the only 
ones home. Mrs. Govaere spoke no 
English. 

Through an interpreter, Mrs. Govaere 
later stated that the sheriff identified 
himself as a police officer and de-
manded the door be opened, but she 
was convinced that he was a burglar. 
Bennie’s mother told him to shoot 
through the door, and he did. 

SHERIFF JOACHIM MATTHEWS
Last Watch – December 2, 1910

Macomb’s Memories
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By Cynthia S. Donahue 
Facilities and Operations
Photos courtesy of the Daily Monitor Leader
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Sheriff Matthews was shot through his upper right breast 
and into the top of his lung.  He had wood fragments from 
the door stuck in his chest. He went to his buggy, unhitched 
his horse and drove 
to the jail office where he staggered in, fell on the floor, and 
cried out, “I’m shot!” 

The arrest warrant was found, smeared with blood, in the 
right pocket of “Big Joe’s” overcoat. Sheriff Matthews died 
the next day.  

The mother and son were apprehended and taken to jail. A 
large crowd gathered and the prisoners were transferred to 
Detroit for safekeeping with Mrs. Govaere making several at-
tempts to escape during the auto ride.

The “Mt. Clemens Monitor” reported that the Govaere’s were 
“a very wretched and ignorant family, and their home is one 
of filth and squalor.” Sheriff Matthews had defended the 
family in the past, stating that their only crime was being 
poor and he had been poor himself once.   
  
 Mary and Bennie Govaere were acquitted of all charges. 
Bennie later worked as a custodian for the county, first in the 

county building and later at the youth home from where he retired.  

In 1892, a friend from Chicago sent a life- 
size portrait of Joachim which he displayed 
in his saloon. This portrait later hung in the 
old Sheriff’s Office and was moved to the 
new jail on Elizabeth Road where it was dis-
played until the retirement of Sheriff Alm-
stadt, who gave the portrait to the Matthews 
family. Yesterday, the Matthews family do-
nated the 121-year-old portrait to the au-
thor and Sheriff Wickersham has graciously 
agreed that the portrait should return to its 
original position of honor in the hallway of 
the Sheriff’s Office.

 Our new webstore features apparel, hats, caps, bags, 
totes, drinkware, sports, outdoor items and many other 
items sporting the Make Macomb Your Home logo. 

Don’t forget employees can get a 20 percent discount by typing in 123456 at the end of their purchase.

Get your Macomb on!

http://shopmmyh.com
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Goodbye to 2013,
hello 2014!
By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Deparment leaders and elected officials chimed in about
what they enjoyed in 2013 and are looking forward to in 2014.

Lynn Arnott-Bryks, director of the Macomb County Facilities and Operations Department
2013 was a very emotional and trying time for myself due to the fire in the County Building.  I spent my entire career in that building.  I 
look forward to 2014 as we plan to renovate the building which will serve the County for many years to come. 

Rhonda Westphal, director of the Macomb County Juvenile Justice Center 
I am grateful to have joined Macomb County and for the opportunity to again work with troubled youth and families. I am also grateful 
for the new friendships I am developing in Macomb County and the Metro-Detroit area.

Bob Hoepfner, director of the Macomb County Department of Roads
I’m hoping for a mild winter and a robust 2014 construction season.

Jeff Randazzo, chief of Macomb County Animal Control
Amazing Volunteers, with their passion to improve the lives of animals were able to:

   • Install grates in the kennel areas, so the dogs could have toys!
   • Pipe “ Thru a Dogs’ Ear” music into the kennels, to calm the animals.
   • Socializing and spending time with the animals. 

I am grateful for the strength of the staff for their ability to accept change and marching forward and standing strong through this transi-
tion and the wonderful residents who send in numerous toys for the animals and dog beds!! 

But most of all, in 2013, I was grateful for the true collaboration on EVERYONE’S part to 
make Macomb County Animal Control a better place! 

Barbara Caskey, director of Macomb County Community Corrections
I am very grateful for the opportunity to join the Community Corrections team as director in 2013 and look forward to working with our 
partners in Macomb County to provide effective alternatives to incarceration that promote public safety. I am very excited to work with 
our county jail, our courts, probation departments and community providers to expand the impact Community Corrections can have on 
increasing success for those involved with the criminal justice system in 2014.   

Steve Gold, director of Macomb County Health and Human Services
I’m looking forward to great progress in at least three areas: The OneMacomb initiative, making Macomb County in general and Macomb 
County government in particular more welcoming to diverse groups; the Office of Senior Services and other county agencies which are 
helping to prepare Macomb County for its rapidly growing senior population; and the Macomb Children’s Healthcare Access Program, a 
new nonprofit spawned by Macomb County agencies to improve access and quality of pediatric health care, particularly in the hard-hit 
south end of the county.

Vicki Wolber, director of Macomb County Emergency Management
2013 was one of the busiest and brightest of years for me; between the County Building fire and the new COMTEC facility, I have gained 
new insights, met wonderful new people and worked alongside some of the best and brightest. In 2014, I look forward to my new 
“housemates” in the COMTEC facility, expanding our service capabilities, and I hope for less stress and more time with family (and sleep).

Bill Ridella, director of Macomb County Health Department
Having just completed my first year with the county, I appreciated the warm welcome and support from my colleagues, staff and com-
munity partners and look forward to our department advancing public health and community wellness in 2014.

Anthony Wickersham, Macomb County Sheriff
We are thankful and blessed for a healthy grandson, Anthony Donald, who was born in July of this year!  



Newly Hired...
Name        Department
Aboharb Mustafa  Community Mental Health
Andary, Irene M.  Community Mental Health
Buell, David R.  Information Technology
Chiamp, Dana A.  Prosecuting Attorney
Cromer, Taja N.  Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Duncan-Edwards, Lisa M.  Veterans Services
Faifar, Cornelia I.  Health
Hurley, Katherine F.  Community Mental Health
Kravitz, John F.  Treasurer
Ledesma, Joean-Sedone M. Senior Citizens Services
Mccartha, Christy M.  Family Court Juvenile
Ryan, Heather L.  Community Mental Health
Serette, Nicole C.  Community Mental Health
Siryani, Jennifer S.  Community Mental Health
Underwood, Karen L.  Community Services Agency
Weber, Pamela M.  Community Services Agency
Gramer, Dakota  Department of Roads
Prize, Nicole  Department of Roads
Rautanen, John  Department of Roads
Kicinski, Daniel  Department of Roads
Meimar, Greg  Department of Roads
Smith, Thomas  Department of Roads
Thompson, Paul  Department of Roads

RETIREES...
Name          Department
Bicsak, Carolyn P.  Sheriff
Byck, Michael L.  Community Mental Health
Guzdziol, Joseph J.  Sheriff
Max, Mary J.  Community Services Agency
Pretty, Paula M.  Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Richardson, Mark A.  Prosecuting Attorney
Samul, Sharon E.  Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Ulrich, Michael E.  Facilities & Operations
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25

31

22

Upcoming Events
December

Detroit Concert Choir  -  Clinton Township
www.macombcenter.com

Christmas Day

New Year’s Eve Gala  -  Mount Clemens
www.downtownmountclemens.com

4

18

10

18

January

Don’t forget to spread the 
social word...

Stay connected at:
http://www.facebook.com/

makemacombyourhome

Visit 
www.makemacombyourhome.com

for more events

1

Cold Rush-Gold Run  - Warren
www.macombcountymi.gov/annualevents_all.htm
 
American Red Cross Blood Drive  -  Mount Clemens
www.redcrossblood.org
  
Detroit Auto Show  -  Detroit
www.downtownmountclemens.com 

The Carpenters Remembered -  Clinton Township
www.macombcenter.com 

WINTER IN MACOMB

http://www.macombcenter.com
http://www.macombcenter.com
http://www.macombgov.org/msuextension
http://www.downtownmountclemens.com
http://www.downtownmountclemens.com
http://www.macombcountymi.gov/annualevents_all.htm
http://www.redcrossblood.org
http://www.downtownmountclemens.com
http://www.downtownmountclemens.com
http://www.michigan.org/events/boating-outdoor-festival/%20%0D
http://www.macombcenter.com

