
A Message From Mark
In just a few short weeks, September will be upon 
us and, for many, that means one thing: school is 
back in session.

Macomb County boasts many stellar educational 
opportunities for those of all ages. The Macomb 

Intermediate School District services more than 137,000 kindergarten 
through 12th-grade students enrolled in the 21 public school districts and 
15 charter academies located in Macomb County. Also provided are many 
services for special education students and a variety of vocational and 
technical training programs, plus arts and culture classes and advanced 
international academies.

Additionally, Macomb Community College (MCC) boasts three campuses – 
one in Warren and two in Clinton Township, serving nearly 50,000 students 
annually. Students can also use MCC’s University Center to link up with 10 
universities that provide bachelor and master degree programs to locals. 
For more information on Macomb County’s schools, visit www.mmyh.org/
schools.html. 

This is also a popular time for immunizations. The Macomb County 
Health Department can assist in making sure both you and your child are 
immunized properly for the start of the school year. For more information, 
visit www.macombgov.org/publichealth.  

Have a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend! 

Sincerely,

 
Mark A. Hackel
Macomb County Executive
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What’s Cookin!

Ingredients: 
1 pint cherry or grape tomatoes, halved
1 (.6 oz.) pkg. fresh basil leaves                                  
1 (16 oz.) package small fresh mozzarella 
balls
Toothpicks
3 T. olive oil
Balsamic vinegar to taste
Salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
Thread a tomato half, a small piece of 
basil leaf and a mozzarella ball onto 
toothpicks until all ingredients are used.  

Drizzle olive oil and balsamic vinegar (to 
taste) over the tomato, basil and moz-
zarella, leaving the end of the toothpick 
clean.  Sprinkle with salt and pepper.  

Serve immediately.

Makes 16 skewers, 
1 serving = 2 skewers
Calories  215
Fiber  .4g 
Sodium  133 mg  
Carbs  3g
Fat  17.4g
Protein                      10.5g 

Submitted by: MSUE
Source: allrecipes.com/ALZ

Macomb County now offers a 
new way to keep up with the 
latest news in the County. 

The Twitter account 
@MacombNewsNow will provide 
followers with 
up-to-date information on road 
construction and conditions, 
County and community events, 
as well as other notable 
happenings. Page 2

Event to benefit two Macomb County
veterans
By Denise Mentzer
Macomb County Planning and Economic Development

The Planning and Economic Development Department will be hosting its third annual 
charity fundraiser and luncheon on Tuesday, Aug. 20. The fundraiser this year is in support 
of The Fallen and Wounded Soldiers Fund and more specifically benefits two Macomb 
County veterans.

Bud Montreuil of John Barleycorn’s in downtown Mount Clemens is providing pulled-pork 
sliders for this year’s luncheon. Lunch will be held from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. and bidding 
for the silent auction will run from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Both the luncheon and the silent 
auction will be held in the lobby of the Administration Building. 

The primary purpose of The Fallen and Wounded Soldiers Fund is to help Michigan veterans 
who return from Iraq and Afghanistan and find themselves in need of assistance. This 
nonprofit volunteer organization is a diverse collection of concerned people from the 
business and private sectors. The main requests from veterans are for assistance with food, 
utilities, housing and transportation. 

This fundraiser will assist two Macomb County veterans. Deric is a Marine from St. Clair 
Shores who was injured in Iraq by a suicide vehicle IED. He sustained hundreds of stress 
fractures and a shoulder injury requiring multiple surgeries. David, with the Michigan 
National Guard and from Shelby Township, was wounded when a rocket hit his camp 
in Afghanistan. He is suffering from a traumatic brain injury which causes him to have 
seizures. Both are working with the Veterans Administration and are waiting for benefits.

“Our mission is to cultivate a sense of community while working to build businesses in 
Macomb County. These events are just one small way that we contribute to our overall 
quality of life,” said Steve Cassin, executive director of the Planning and Economic 
Development Department.  

Macomb County Planning and Economic Development began departmental charity events 
in 2011 by hosting a pizza and salad luncheon that collected $600 to provide scholarships 
which allowed three girls to attend Girl Scout summer camp. The Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 154 and Pop Kramer Food Bank both benefited from 2012’s silent auction 
and luncheon. One hundred and eighty pounds of food were collected and $2,150 was 
raised, benefiting the pantry and other support services. 

Please contact Planning and Economic Development at 469-5285 for further information or 
for tickets to the luncheon. Early purchase of luncheon tickets is greatly appreciated. Tickets 
are $8 by Aug. 13 or $10 at the door.

CAPRESE ON A STICK                                           

Planning & Economic Development to put 
on fundraiser for The Fallen and Wounded 
Soldiers Fund



Page 3

By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Macomb County Animal Control and All About Animals Rescue are the recipients of three grants totaling just under $230,000 in funds 
to be used to spay/neuter local cats and dogs.

“These grants provide a tremendous opportunity for Animal Control to lead the way in making sure many of our dogs and cats in Macomb 
County are spayed or neutered,” said Macomb County Executive Mark A. Hackel.

One of the grants, for $100,000, will allow Macomb County Animal Control to conduct 2,200 feline spay/neutering surgeries to all cats, 
owned or stray, that live in Mount Clemens or reside in northeast Clinton Township. The two-year grant requires that 1,100 surgeries be 
performed by August 1, 2014 for animal control to be able to continue the grant. The remaining 1,100 surgeries have to be conducted 
by August 1, 2015.

The second grant, for $99,800, will be given to the Macomb County Animal Control to conduct a total of 1,210 spay/neuter surgeries 
on owned dogs that live in Mount Clemens or reside in northeast Clinton Township. The two-year grant requires that 605 surgeries be 
performed by July 21, 2014. An additional 605 surgeries must be done by July 21, 2015.

Both grants, which were funded via PetSmart Charities, Inc. were targeted to Mount Clemens because studies have shown the area as 
having one of the highest rates of pets not being spayed or neutered. All About Animals Rescue will be the provider of the sterilization 
surgeries. The nonprofit organization is dedicated to ending pet overpopulation through prevention of unwanted litters. Last year, the 
group spayed and neutered over 17,000 cats and dogs at their Warren-based surgery center. They operate a mobile surgery unit where 
spay/neuter procedures can be conducted onsite, and they also have transport vans that will help shuttle pets for surgery. The goal is to 
reduce the number of animals entering the shelter. 

A third grant for $30,000 was also given to Animal Control by a private foundation for the Shelter, Neuter, Return program. This program 
aims to save the lives of healthy community cats that would otherwise be euthanized. 

“The whole goal is that if you live in Mount Clemens, there’s no excuse why we are having an over pet population in those areas if we are 
offering free spay/neuters,” said Jeff Randazzo, chief officer with Macomb County Animal Control. “We just hope people take advantage 
of this free spay/neuter while it’s available.”

For more information, call the Macomb County Animal Control at (586) 
469-5115 or visit www.macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.html.

Macomb County pets
to benefit from three grants

http://www.macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.html


Last trickle of water
events bring an end to summer
By Amanda Priemer
Macomb County Planning and Economic Development

Summer is coming to a close, but there are still a few water-based events happen-
ing in Macomb County during the months of August and September.

Beginning Thursday, Aug. 22, the Bassmaster Elite Series Plano Championship 
Chase is coming to Lake St. Clair and the Detroit River. This four-day professional 
fishing tournament will be held at Lake St. Clair Metropark in Harrison Township. 
Anglers will launch their boats at the Metropark each morning at 6:30 a.m. There 
will be daily weigh-ins beginning at 3:15 p.m. The tournament will host a free 
family-friendly expo on Saturday and Sunday with B.A.S.S. sponsor interactive 
displays. The expo will also include live music, casting competitions and demos, 
on-the-water boat demos and the opportunity to purchase official Bassmaster 
Elite Series merchandise at the B.A.S.S. booth. 

There are eight Elite Series tournaments around the country and each tourna-
ment hosts 100 anglers and 100 marshals. The tournament will stream live on 
www.bassmaster.com and air as a one-hour episode on ESPN2 and The Outdoor 
Channel. This fishing tournament will bring in 1,800 plus room nights during the 
tournament week and have over $1 million in economic impact.

Also returning to Lake St. Clair Metropark in September is the 3rd Annual Boating 
and Outdoor Recreation Festival.  The festival is produced by the Michigan 
Boating Industries Association and will be held from Thursday, Sept. 19 through 
Sunday, Sept. 22. Festival highlights include an art walk, live music at the tiki bar, 
the Angler’s Dream Bass Tournament of Champions, a heated pool for scuba div-
ing, a mobile Metropark, exhibits for outdoor enthusiasts and hundreds of boats. 
Tickets can be purchased in advance online by visiting www.boatingandoutdoor-
fest.com or onsite at Lake St. Clair Metropark. 

Macomb County, Six Rivers Regional Land Conservancy, the Clinton River 
Watershed Council (CRWC) and the Sterling Heights Regional Chamber of 
Commerce have joined forces to present the Big Splash Red Carpet Event. The 
event will take place at the Macomb Music Theater in downtown Mount Clemens 
on Thursday, Sept. 26 from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. The event will include a 
reception with a strolling dinner and cash bar and the screening of Green Fire, 
a documentary highlighting the life of Aldo Leopold, one of America’s greatest 
conservationists.  The event promotes Mark Hackel’s Blue Economy Initiative 
and highlights the natural assets that make our region special. Tickets are $40 
each or $75 for an individual and guest. All proceeds from the event benefit Six 
Rivers, CRWC and the Sterling Heights Chamber. To purchase tickets, please visit 
www.crwc.org. 
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Tech Talk

       

By Steve Yelick
Information Technology Department

In the May 2013 Macomb Matters, IT gave tips for creating secure passwords and avoiding weak ones.  In this issue, IT is 
presenting additional information and an example of how to make passwords rock solid.

The first line of defense in creating secure passwords is knowing what not to do. There are some very obvious mistakes, like 
using “123456” or “password,” but there are many more common errors to avoid. One is not using your own name, in any way, 
or that of friends, relatives, pets, your hometown, school, place of work, etc. All of this information is easily accessible to anyone 
who types your name into a search engine.

The next pitfall is creating a password based on personal information you have posted on a social website, like Facebook or 
Twitter. Cybercriminals profile potential victims by scouring these types of web pages. They look for your interests, who your 
friends are, what you like to read, watch, listen to, where you like to go, your hobbies and more. From this information, they 
use their password cracking tools much more effectively by tailoring their attacks. If a cybercriminal can ascertain from your 
Facebook page that you love to sail, they will use that information to try to discover your password. Maybe you used something 
like “luv2Sail” instead of “I love to sail” and it seems pretty secure - except it is too easy to figure out.

This brings us to the next risk, using substitutions that are too obvious. It is important to use a combination of upper and 
lowercase letters, numbers and special characters (like #, $, !) in your passwords, but it is also important to obscure what is 
being substituted. A zero is not a good substitute for the letter O, nor is an @ sign a good substitute for the letter A, simply 
because they are easily guessed by cybercriminals.

So, what can you do to make a secure password that will foil cybercriminals, but not be so complicated that even you can’t 
remember it? Here are some tips to make it easy. The typical advice for strong passwords is to make them at least eight 
characters long, and use the combinations and substitutions cited above. Also, use a phrase instead of a word. The example 
above of “I love to sail” is a good starting point, as this is a foundation for a passphrase versus a password. Remember, the 
longer and more nonsensical the password, the harder it is to crack. Using multiple words instead of just one is a good technique.

Building on this, try using the first letter technique. Think of a phrase like a line, or lines, from a song. Let’s take a song from a 
movie with which most everyone is familiar, The Wizard of Oz. We’ll use the line “We’re off to see the Wizard” to start, and take 
the first character from each word, giving us: wotstw – this, on its own, is pretty odd and not easy to figure out. Yet it is still an 
easy job for a piece of software to crack, so we’ll make it much stronger.

First, make some letters capital: woTstW. Next, make sure this is at least eight characters long and you also need numbers. 
Say, for example, the first time you saw this movie you were 6 years old and you have seen it a total of three times – you can 
use these numbers and place them in as you wish: wo6Ts3tW – so far so good, but 
you are missing a special character. Placing that into our new password, you end up 
with: wo6ts#3tW – now that is secure.

With this new password: wo6ts#3tW – you can be pretty confident that it will not 
be cracked; remember, cybercriminals make their living off compromising people’s 
passwords and if they can crack 10 passwords in an hour or spend all day trying to 
guess yours, you can bet they will go for the easy targets.

The most important thing is, as complicated as you make it, you still need to be able 
to remember your password. The example we used is pretty simple, just make sure 
you use substitutions in ways you won’t easily forget. No matter how hard you make 
it for the cybercriminals, you don’t want to foil yourself.

How to create a secure password 
you can also remember



Pets of the Month

By Jeff Randazzo
Macomb County Animal Shelter

My name is Midnight and I am a neutered male, black and white 
Labrador Retriever mix. The shelter thinks I am about 2 years and 3 
months old. I have been at the shelter since May 23, 2013.

My name is Sultan and I am a neutered male, gray and white 
domestic shorthair cat. The shelter thinks I am about 2 years and 
7 months old. 

For more information on Midnight or Sultan or any other available pets, call (586) 
469-5115 or visit www.macombgov.org/AnimalShelter/index.html. 

Every month Macomb Matters will be featuring a new pet(s) that’s up for adoption 
at our very own Macomb County Animal Shelter. Please help us find these loving 
animals a new forever home.

Midnight & Sultan

By Mary Gerstenberger
MSU Extension

This time of year, a variety of calls come into the Macomb MSU Extension gardening hotline. One of the most frequent questions relates 
to large black spots on maple tree leaves.  

The unsightly blotches are called maple tar spot and are a fairly common fungal infection of the leaves. While the spotting may look ugly, 
it is primarily cosmetic and rarely poses any health threat to the tree. The leaves may drop a little early, but the tree itself will be just fine.  

Fungicide applications are not normally recommended. The best management practice is to clean up and remove the autumn leaves to 
reduce the potential for infection in the spring.  

For questions or concerns about plants or insect problems, call the Macomb MSU Extension Gardening Hotline at (586) 469-5063 any 
Monday, Wednesday or Friday between the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. and talk to a master gardener, or call the state toll-free hotline at 
(888) 678-3464 Monday through Friday between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m.
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By Maria Swiatkowski
Macomb County Public Health Department

Summer is winding down and, for most families, thoughts turn to getting children 
ready to go back to school.  A common task in late summer is to get all 
immunizations for children up-to-date before school begins.  But, did you realize 
adult immunizations are just as important as children immunizations?  

Cases of pertussis (whooping cough) have been on the rise over the last several 
years.  Pertussis can easily be confused with having a common cold; symptoms 
include runny nose, congestion, sneezing and possibly a mild cough or fever. 
Over a few weeks, severe coughing can develop and last for several weeks. This 
can be violent and rapid and produces a “whoop” sound in between coughs, 
especially in children and adults. Unfortunately, young children and babies are 
most at risk for pertussis. Up to eight out of 10 babies who develop pertussis are 
infected by a family member, most often a parent. Infants need three full doses of 
the pertussis vaccine to develop immunity.  Pertussis in infants and young children 
can be a serious illness. Booster vaccinations, usually a single dose of Tdap, 
(tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) are recommended for any adult or teenager in 
close contact with an infant.  

It may seem early, but flu season is also creeping up and while adults are the likely 
suspects in sharing pertussis, children are guilty of sharing the germ of winter – 
influenza (seasonal flu). Not to be confused with the stomach flu (vomiting, fever, 
chills, diarrhea), influenza affects the respiratory system and causes high fever, chills, 
body ache, headache, fatigue, coughing and a stuffy or runny nose. Influenza can last 
several days to a few weeks and is highly contagious. The Centers for Disease Control 
recommends that all persons ages 6 months and older receive a seasonal influenza 
vaccine. Influenza in very young children, individuals with compromised immune 
systems or certain chronic diseases and older adults can be a very serious illness. By 
getting a seasonal influenza vaccine, you can protect not only yourself but the people 
around you.  

Chickenpox is often considered a disease of childhood, but did you know the virus 
that causes chickenpox can reactivate in older adults and cause an outbreak of 
shingles?  Any person who has ever had chickenpox has the latent (sleeping) virus 
in their body, and for unknown reasons sometimes this virus reactivates causing 
shingles. Shingles is a painful skin rash, often with blisters, and may last two to four 
weeks. The rash typically appears on one side of the face or body. Other symptoms 
may include fever, chills, headache and upset stomach. The CDC recommends 
that adults 60 and over be vaccinated against shingles, whether or not they have 
ever had an outbreak of shingles.  

For questions about any vaccination, you can contact your health care provider or the Macomb 
County Health Department Immunization Clinic. The Macomb County Health Department has three locations 
available to provide immunizations.   Call (586) 469-5372 or visit www.macombgov.org/publichealth/ for hours and 
locations.  

Adult, child immunizations
available through Macomb 
County Public Health

http://www.macombgov.org/publichealth/
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Employee Focus 

By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Since August 2009, Ben Treppa, a safety specialist with Macomb County’s Risk Management Department, has been training both 
himself and other employees on how to deal with disaster.

Charged with educating approximately 1,500 employees -- nearly every department -- on such topics as building emergencies and 
evacuation, Treppa was the person many looked to when a fire broke out in the Old County Building on April 17 this year.

The result of the fire was that all of the county’s information technology service was interrupted, forcing many to be displaced from 
their offices. 

Treppa, 28, said as he watched the smoke billow out of the top of the Old County Building, 
he knew that the following days would be crucial. 

“It was extremely, extremely hectic,” he said. “I was confident with our plans, but I realized 
this is much larger than I thought.”

Treppa spent the next several weeks working with others on employee displacement 
plans while also helping to oversee the restoration work being done by Jarvis Property 
Restoration in the Old County Building. 

“Ben was integral in helping keep much of the recovery efforts on track after the fire,” said 
Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel. “He demonstrated a willingness to help during a 
difficult time for the County, working around the clock to ensure a smooth transition for 
our employees.”

Treppa also participates on the county’s Hazardous Materials Team. Emergency 
Management and Communications Director Vicki Wolber was impressed when she saw 
Treppa participating. 

“He has proven to be a tremendous asset and I am thankful for his ability and your willing-
ness to allow him to participate in this county effort,” she wrote in an e-mail to the County 
Executive office earlier this year.

Recently, Treppa, who has a Bachelor of Science in occupational safe-
ty and Health from Oakland University , was promoted to operations 
and safety supervisor in the Facilities and Operations Department. 

“We believe Ben is a great addition to our staff,” said Lynn Arnott-
Bryks, Facilities and Operations director.

Treppa will be overseeing reports of injury or accidents on county 
property that are either employee-or public-related. He will also focus 
on workers compensation and other safety-related issues.

“It’s dynamic, it’s always changing,” said Treppa of his job. “I get to 
meet a lot of people and work with a lot of different agencies.” 

But for someone who’s invested a lot of time in planning for safety, 
it’s pretty interesting to note that Treppa is an avid fly fisherman – often traveling to Florida where he sometimes catches sharks. 

“I started fishing on Lake St. Clair when I was a kid,” he said, adding that his favorite fish to catch is the tarpon.

The biggest catch he ever had was a 10-foot, 300-pound lemon shark in the Florida Keys. 

“It’s a good thing to do to get your mind off of other things,” he said.

Department Focus highlights the outstanding work of Macomb County employees who demonstrate a high level of excellence and commitment 
to their work. To nominate an employee for future consideration, send an e-mail to Executive@macombgov.org stating in 250 words or less why 
they should be featured.

Employee Focus – Ben Treppa
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From the County Road Association of Michigan newsletter

Did you know that, on average, 146 vehicle/deer crashes occur every day 
in Michigan? 

According to the Michigan State Police Criminal Justice Information Center, 
there were a total of 53,592 reported crashes in 2011, resulting in 1,464 
injuries and eight deaths. In 2010, there were 55,867 crashes. Many 
crashes go unreported, so actual crash numbers are estimated to be much 
higher.

The Michigan Deer Crash Coalition (MDCC) says motorists can help avoid 
dangerous encounters with deer by following these tips.
 •  Watch for deer, especially at dawn and dusk.
 •  If you see one deer, approach cautiously. There may be more  
      out of sight.
 •  Be alert all year long, especially on two-lane roads. Watch for  
     deer warning signs. They are placed at known deer-crossing   
             areas and serve as a first alert that deer may be near.
 •  Slow down when traveling through areas heavily populated by  
     deer.

The MDCC is a broad affiliation of groups that seeks to increase awareness of vehicle/deer crashes and reduce the number of deaths 
and injuries occurring each year on state roads. For more information, find them on Facebook at www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-
Deer-Crash-Coalition/326090321603. 

Did you know? 

What time is it again, friends and co-workers? Time to dust off the bowling ball and shoes, get your friends, family and/or co-workers 
together and go bowling.

The Macomb County Bowling League is now accepting teams for the 2013/2014 bowling season. This is a non-sanctioned mixed 
bowling league, for fun and recreation. Teams of four people are permitted.

Bowling is every other Wednesday starting September 4, 2013. The season runs for 18 nights of bowling, until May 7, 2014.  The start 
time is 6:30 p.m. with warm-ups at 6:20 p.m. The lanes are at Total Sports Lanes, 40501 Production Drive, Harrison Township, 48045, 
near I-94 and North River Road. 

Cost is $10 per person/per night of bowling. You are responsible for all bowling dates.  We 
will try to help with substitute bowlers.

Contact Andrew “Drew” Barron at Andrew.Barron@macombgov.org for more 
details, and to reserve a spot for your team. For more information on Total 
Sports Lanes, call (586) 463-2000 or visit http://www.totalsportseast.com.

Macomb County Friends and Family
Bowling League returns

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Deer-Crash-Coalition/326090321603
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Michigan-Deer-Crash-Coalition/326090321603
http://www.totalsportseast.com/


Macomb County is the home of two unique historical gatherings, 
both of which occur in August. This year, the Old Crowd held its 
133rd annual reunion on Aug. 15 in downtown Mount Clemens.  
The group began in 1880 under the guidance of four local men 
who sent invitations to a select group of acquaintances in Michi-
gan. Its initial inception was to call back the boys who had called 
Mount Clemens home but had been scattered throughout the 
state after the Civil War; three of the founders served in the 5th 
Michigan Infantry during the war.  

The bylaws of the group limit its number to 240 members who are at least 
40 years of age and have a continuous residence in Macomb County for 
the past 25 years, or are at least 35 and whose father was or is a member 
of the Old Crowd.  

Members of the Old Crowd meet on the 
third Thursday in August with the purpose 
of fostering a greater sense of friend-
ship and community spirit. Their motto 
is “Just one day” -- a day that includes 
music, boating, fishing, and eating. The 
members gather at the courthouse every 
year for a parade, followed by a boating 
excursion to a lakeside destination. Ini-
tially, the main menu for the group was 
whatever fish they caught that day, so an honorary Fish Locater was elected to select a good 
fishing spot.  A dazzling sheet copper crown was created for the Locater in 1912 which has 
been worn by all succeeding Fish Locators except one when it was forgotten at home. An addi-
tional honor bestowed upon a member each year is the “Keeper of the Bass Drum,” as singing 
and music play an important role in the festivities.  

Symbols of the group are the turtle, because when you are old you are as slow as a turtle, and 
an ear of corn, because when you are young, you grow as fast as an ear of corn. Members also 
carry sunflowers to hand to sweethearts and loved ones during the parade, or to throw in the 
river as a remembrance to members past.

Women were only allowed to attend twice in the group’s history; once in 1900 and once in 1905.  No woman has darkened (or 
lightened) its doorway since.  

The Daughters of Macomb was organized in 2004 by local resident Nancy Dedenbach with bylaws similar to the Old Crowd. 
The objective of the organization is to form a sisterhood to provide an opportunity for women to renew old friendships and form 
new ones and to enhance and promote hometown living in Macomb County. The group meets annually on the first Thursday 
of August each year for a parade, lunch, and activities. The umbrella was chosen as the symbol to represent the group and a 

contest is held each year for the best deco-
rated parasol.  

Each year a Grand DOM is selected by the 
membership, the highest honor bestowed 
upon a member. This year, charter mem-
ber Nancy Donahue was voted as the next 
Grand DOM of the Daughters of Macomb.    

Old Crowd, Daughters of Macomb represent 
friendship, togetherness

By Cynthia S. Donahue 
Facilities and Operations

Macomb’s Memories
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By Sarah Cormier
Macomb County Executive Office

Macomb County certainly has no shortage of employees that are passionate about their jobs. However, sometimes that passion 
transcends from the workplace to other areas of life. 

Many of Macomb County’s staff have decided to pass on their knowledge by teaching at local colleges to hundreds of hopefuls looking 
to make a career in their respective fields.

“I am blessed to be able to teach a course that is in my professional field and I get to share my passion and enthusiasm for my job with 
a different set of individuals that I am not normally exposed to,” said Vicki Wolber, director of the county’s Emergency Management and 
Communications Department.

Wolber has been teaching Introduction to Emergency Management at Macomb Community College for two years. 

“As an adjunct professor, my favorite thing about teaching is being able to provide the students with hands-on, real-life experiences that 
relate to the teachings in the book,” she said. “I like to see how their minds work as they absorb the information and provide me with 
feedback and ask questions. I get a different perspective on a daily basis and can learn from them too.”

Eric Herppich, the county’s director of Human Resources and Labor Relations Department, has been teaching Public Sector Labor and 
Employee Relations at Oakland University since 2007.

“Public Sector Labor Relations is a very complex proposition and with my experiences, I take seriously the opportunity to train up the 
next generation of human resources and labor relations professionals for public service,” he said, adding his favorite part about teaching 
is “when students seize their opportunity to learn and catch the details necessary to prepare them for their first opportunity for public 
service.” 

Macomb County Executive Mark Hackel has taught a variety of criminal justice courses for the past 15 years at both Macomb Community 
College and Wayne State University. 

“Teaching is a great way to stay engaged,” he said. “The collaborative environment allows instructors and students to interact and stay 
updated on current issues.”

Karen Bathanti, service director for the county’s Human Resources and Labor Relations Department, has taught Personnel Management 
at Macomb Community College for the past seven years. Bathanti said she believes teaching has been the best thing she could have 
done with her free time. 

“I truly feel I make a difference in the lives of my students,” she said. “I have a tremendous amount of work experience that I love to 
share with my students. Real life work experience is critical to the learning process.”

For 25 years, Don Morandini, deputy director of the county’s Planning and Economic Development Department, has been called to 
teach. At Macomb Community College, Morandini teaches in two departments: Business and Workforce & Continuing Education, 

overseeing a total of six classes. 

“In 1988, I was asked to develop and teach some entrepreneurship 
classes. I thoroughly enjoyed the interaction with students and found 
that I was often learning as much from them as they were from me,” 
said Morandini. “The research involved in keeping classes current 
has contributed to my ongoing professional development. If you’re 
not constantly learning, you are falling behind.”

The ABCs of experience
Macomb County staff brings knowledge of
workplace to students 



Newly Hired...
Name        Department
Kevin Arndt Community Services Agency
Angie L. Brownlee Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Tynisha S. Couto Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Audrey L. Cox Treasurers
Olivia R. Dabish Facilities & Operations
Tyler L. Defer Facilities & Operations
Carol A. Devich Health
Carrie Dittman Roads
Jessica E. Gladden Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Joshua T. Hurley Community Mental Health
Jack H. Johns Planning
Craig A. Jones Register Of Deeds
Tracy D. Kimble Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Scott Kreger Roads
Lauren P. Ladzinski Community Services Agency
Sarah M. Laing Friend Of The Court
La’toy M. Lewis Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Shonnette Lipford Community Mental Health
Sean F. Matthews Facilities & Operations
Kevin Ong Roads
Courtney B. Pannell Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Tiffany A. Pawlos Circuit Court
Janet L. Tate Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Keyatta K. White Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Veronica L. Wilson Martha T. Berry M.C.F.
Denise A. Wisner Health
Latisha S. Young Martha T. Berry M.C.F.

RETIREES...
Name          Department
Marilyn R. Browning Community Mental Health
Monica Eick Community Services Agency
Russell L. Ferriole Community Services Agency
Lori S. Fox Community Mental Health
Natalie A. Hall Community Mental Health
Lisa K. Hubbard Information Technology
Sherri L. Huntley Health
Sheila K. Munro Health
Gary J. Niedojadlo Community Services Agency
Betty A. Oleksik Register Of Deeds
James Sircy Roads
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 Our new webstore features apparel, hats, caps, bags, totes, drinkware, sports, outdoor 
items and many other items sporting the Make Macomb Your Home logo. 

Don’t forget employees can get a 20 percent discount by typing in 123456 at the end of their purchase.

Get your Macomb on!

http://shopmmyh.com


August
20 MCCSA Healthy Eating for Successful Living in Older Adults       

  -  Romeo
www.macombgov.org/MCCSA 

Music in the Park
  -  Eastpointe
www.cityofeastpointe.net 

  Bassmaster Elite Series Championship
    -  Lake St. Clair Metropark
  www.bassmaster.com 

City of Warren Birthday Bash  -  Warren
www.cityofwarren.org

Warriors of Rock (Vince Neil, Queensryche, Slaughter)
  -  Freedom Hill
www.freedomhill.net 
 
Sweet Corn & Pork Roast/Customer Appreciation Day
  -  Mount Clemens
www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com 

Annual Green Fair  -  St. Clair Shores
http://scsgreenfair.com

80’s in the Park  -  St. Clair Shores  
www.ci.saint-clair-shores.mi.us  

MCCSA Healthy Eating for Successful Living in Older Adults 
-  Romeo
www.macombgov.org/MCCSA 

Harper Charity Cruise  -  St. Clair Shores
www.ci.saint-clair-shores.mi.us 

      Romeo Peach Festival  -  Romeo
      www.peachfestromeo.com

      Art on the Bay  -  New Baltimore 
      www.artonthebay.com

      Detroit International Jazz Festival  -  Detroit
      www.detroitjazzfest.com 

      The Michigan State Fair  -  Novi 
      www.festivals4fun.com/michigan-state-fair-2013

Macomb County Employee Furlough Day Off 

Romeo Peach Festival Lions Club Farmers Breakfast
  -  Romeo
www.peachfestromeo.com 

Labor Day & Macomb County Employee Day Off

Rosh Hashanah begins

Richmond Good Old Days Festival  -  Richmond 
www.richmondgoodolddaysfestival.org Page 13
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MSUE Garden Walk  -  Mount Clemens
www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com 

      Starkweather Gallery Holiday Showcase                                                      
        -  Romeo
      www.villageofromeo.org

Mount Clemens Grand Prix Soap Box Derby -  Mount Clemens
www.downtownmountclemens.com 

Jobbie Nooner  -  Muscamoot Bay

Grandparents Day 

Marvelous Macomb Restaurant Week -Fine Dining  
-  Macomb County
http://www.suscc.com

9/11 Remembrance

Patriot Day  -  Richmond 
www.cityofrichmond.net

Value Vets conference  -  Macomb Community College South 
campus
www.macombbusiness.com 

Tater & Pork Roast  -  Mount Clemens
www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com

RELAX-Alternatives to Anger Session 1  -  Clinton Township
http://www.macombgov.org/msuextension/index.html 

Lac St. Claire Fine Arts Fair  -  St. Clair Shores
www.ci.saint-clair-shores.mi.us 

Romeo 2 Richmond Race  -  Richmond
http://www.romeo2richmondrace.com

Fashion Through the Decades  -  Harrison Township
www.careofsem.com 

Upcoming Events
September

9-14

Don’t forget to spread the 
social word...

Stay connected at:

http://www.facebook.com/
makemacombyourhome

Visit 
www.makemacombyourhome.com

for more events
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http://www.macombgov.org/MCCSA
http://www.cityofeastpointe.net
http://www.macombgov.org/msuextension
http://www.bassmaster.com
http://www.bassmaster.com%20
http://www.cityofwarren.org
http://www.freedomhill.net
http://www.mountclemensfarmersmarket.com
http://scsgreenfair.com
http://www.scsgreenfair.com%0D
http://www.ci.saint-clair-shores.mi.us%20
http://www.peachfestromeo.com
http://www.peachfestromeo.com%20%0D
http://www.artonthebay.com
http://www.detroitjazzfest.com
http://www.festivals4fun.com/michigan-state-fair-2013
http://www.peachfestromeo.com
http://www.suscc.com/
http://www.macombgov.org/msuextension/index.html
http://www.macombgov.org/msuextension%20
http://www.romeo2richmondrace.com
http://www.facebook.com/makemacombyourhome
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