
INDUSTRY PROFILE

Macomb County is a part of the metro Detroit region that put the world on wheels and 
drove automotive to be a top global industry. More than 100 years after the assembly 
line was first introduced, Macomb County remains at the forefront of the automotive 

industry in the U.S. The transformational 
growth of this industry continues to create 
economic opportunities through both traditional 
manufacturing and also the development of 
advanced technologies such as autonomous 
and connected vehicles, smart infrastructure 
technologies, and robotics.

Macomb County’s automotive industry is made up 
of a diverse network of 450 companies that have 
been a driving force of growth within the economy 
for many years. Since 2010, these companies have 
invested more than $10 billion and created 32,000 
jobs. In 2018 alone, there was over $1.2 billion in 
investments and 4,584 jobs created. 

Over the past 10 years, Macomb County has been 
steadily increasing traffic safety and preparing for 
connected mobility by developing an intelligent 
transportation system (ITS). For instance, Macomb 
County is one of a few dozen locations in the U.S. 

to have an ITS powered by a 9.7 gigabit network. The county is also leading the way in 
the installation of operational connected vehicle roadside units (RSU). There are now 
more than 300 RSUs along Macomb County’s 152 miles of connected roadway for the 
testing of autonomous and connected vehicles.

AUTOMOTIVE

KEY STATISTICS

37,842 
Total Jobs

+19.5% 
Total Job Growth 

from 2010 

458 
Establishments

$88,702 
Average Earnings

(National average $66,295)

AUTOMOTIVE JOB GROWTH1

*  EMSI projected data for 2020

1.  Source: MSI Q1 2020 Data Set & Michigan DTMB Bureau of Labor Market Information and Strategic Initiatives, 
 Local Area Unemployment Statistics

TOP LOCAL COMPANIES
 IN AUTOMOTIVE 

AGM Automotive
AGS Automotive Systems

Arlington Industries
Axalta Coating Systems

Faurecia Interior Systems
Fiat Chrysler Automobiles US LLC,

Fisher Corporation
Flex-N-Gate

Ford Motor Company
General Motors Company

Grupo Antolin
L & L Products

Magna International
Mitsubishi

Proper Group International
Shared Vision

Sodecia North America
Tower Automotive
TRW Automotive

Yanfeng Automotive Interiors 
ZFAutomotive

MACOMB MICHIGAN

INDUSTRY JOBS BY YEAR

31,664 2010 195,754 

33,221 2011 210,146 

34,611 2012 225,387 

37,914 2013 238,154 

40,571 2014 252,031

32,161 2015 251,756

33,228 2016 259,674 

35,963 2017 267,715 

37,186 2018 271,856 

37,842 2019 273,155 

38,206 2020* 276,273



Job Title

Employed in 
Industry Group 

(2019)

Percent 

Increase

2010 - 2019

Median Hourly 

Earnings

(2019)

Assemblers & Fabricators, All Other, Including Team Assemblers 9,380 22% $17.93

Industrial Engineers 1,849 29% $44.43

Engine and Other Machine Assemblers 1,651 143% $25.89

Mechanical Engineers 1,612 0% $45.79

Cutting, Punching and Press Machine Setters, Operators,  

Tenders, Metal & Plastic
1,292 53% $20.08

EMPLOYMENT TRENDS1
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STAFFING PATTERNS

In light of this next generation mobility, occupations in the 
automotive sector are transforming from blue collar to 
new collar, which is a solid mix of professional knowledge 
with technical skills. This workforce shift is changing the 
way many in the sector operate and Macomb County is 
poised to be a leader amidst the transformation because 
of its impressive cluster of automotive employers. 

Ten automotive Original Equipment Manufacturer facilities 
occupy 23 million square feet and employ more than 
35,000 workers here. Automotive professionals make an 
average earnings of $91,696 annually in the county and 
the industry has seen job growth of 17.9 percent from 
2010 - 2018.

GEOGRAPHICAL ADVANTAGE

Macomb County is home to some of the industry’s most 
advanced facilities, a number of which are owned by the 
“Detroit Three” - General Motors, Fiat Chrysler Automobiles 
and Ford Motor Company. General Motors has its GM Tech 
Center in Warren with 19,000 employees. Fiat Chrysler has 
two stamping and two assembly plants in Sterling Heights 
and Warren, which employ more than 14,000 people 
between all four locations. And Ford Motor Company has 
two facilities, one in Sterling Heights and one in Romeo, 
with a combined workforce of more than 4,000 individuals. 
These Detroit Three facilities employ amazing talent, whose 
hard work continues to put Macomb County at the forefront 
of the automotive industry. 

Last year, the automotive sector in Macomb County created 
an $11.25 billion demand for products, and 65 percent, 
$7.3 billion, was met by companies within the county. The 
county’s ability to meet the demand of the entire automotive 
supply chain makes it an important base for supplies in an 
ever-globalizing automotive industry.

LOCAL SUCCESS IN AUTOMOTIVE

Elcometer Incorporated - Warren, MI

After 35 years in Rochester 
Hills, Elcometer Incorporated, a 
United Kingdom-based supplier, 
relocated its North American headquarters to Macomb County. 
The move was a necessity in order to not only accommodate 
future growth and expansion into new product categories, but 
also to be located in closer proximity to its major clients. The 
new facility is within a 15-minute drive of 1,400 of its customers.

Elcometer Inc. supplies inspection equipment for the coatings 
and concrete industries, as well as abrasive blasting and ancillary 
equipment. The company will enhance its product offerings to 
include dry abrasive blast machines, precision media valves, 
blast hoses, blast nozzles, and personal protection equipment.

The move to Warren brought 22 employees to a 22,000-square-
foot location. The new facility includes a test and calibration 
laboratory outfitted with training space for 150 people. It will 
also host in-house sales, service engineers, technical support, 
and customer service.

Elcometer Inc. purchased the building for $1 million, and 
has invested approximately $1 million to update the older 
infrastructure. This investment was supported by the Macomb 
County Department of Planning & Economic Development with 
help to train and recruit employees.


