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We would like to thank the following people and departments for their 

The judges and administrators of the 16th Judicial Circuit, Macomb 
County Probate and 42nd District Courts.

Macomb County Department of Planning & Economic Development, 
for producing this annual report and supplying various photographs 
that appear throughout.

In front of the Macomb 
County Court Building 
is a replica cannon used 

Americans in the War of 

soliders under the 
command of General 
Alexander Macomb 
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Mission

“Our mission is to
serve the public
by providing a

forum for the

and criminal
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A Message from the Chief

the 16th Judicial Circuit, Macomb County Probate and 42nd District Courts.  We had 

and beyond. 

for the 16th Judicial Circuit Court. These judgeships were created due to a statewide 

Probate Courts will be housed in the main courthouse and adjoining historic Old County Building in 

worth it.

Before we look ahead, this report is really about looking back on the achievements of 2015.  Please read 

Partnership working with law students from China, the success of our treatment courts, the Teacher’s 

the best in customer service.  

Finally, please note our fond farewell from the bench to former Chief Judge John C. Foster,  who welcomed 

I am very proud of who we are as a Court, what we have accomplished and where we are going next.  On 

useful.

Sincerely, 

James M. Biernat, Jr.,
Chief Judge
16th Judicial Circuit, Macomb County Probate and
42nd District Courts
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Circuit Court
which means that it handles all types of cases except those given 
by state law to another court.  The Civil Division handles civil cases 

relief.  The Criminal Division handles all Macomb County felony cases 
and some serious misdemeanor cases.  The Family Division handles all 

The COMTEC building 

houses the Macomb 
County Emergency 
Management 
Department.  They 
support and enhance 
county preparedness, 

and recovery 

and resources for 

community and 

provide a safe and 
secure community.

40 North Main Street, Mount Clemens, MI 48043
www.circuitcourt.macombgov.org



Circuit Court
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Circuit Court
Judges
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Chief Judge, 16th Judicial Circuit, 
Macomb Probate  & 42nd 
District Courts
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-JamesBiernatJr

James M. Biernat, Jr.
Judge

Presiding Judge
Civil/Criminal Division 
Business Court
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-RichardCaretti

Judge

Civil/Criminal Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-MaryChrzanowski

Judge

Chief Judge Pro Tempore
Family Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-MatthewSwitalski

Judge

Presiding Judge,
Family Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-TraceyYokich

Tracey A. Yokich
Judge

Family Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-MarkSwitalski

Judge



Circuit Court
Judges
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Civil/Criminal Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-DianeDruzinski

Diane M. Druzinski
Judge

Civil/Criminal Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-EdwardServittoJr

Judge

Civil/Criminal Division 
Business Court
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-KathrynViviano

Kathryn A. Viviano
Judge

Civil/Criminal Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-JenniferFaunce

Jennifer M. Faunce
Judge

Civil/Criminal Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-JosephToia

Joseph Toia
Judge

Civil/Criminal Division
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-JamesMaceroni

James M. Maceroni
Judge



Top Row Judges

Viviano, James M. Biernat, Jr.

Core Values of the 16th Judicial Circuit Court
•  Honesty and integrity - telling the truth and fulfilling promises

•  Principled decision making - guided by the rule of law and due  
    process

•  Independence of the judiciary

•  Impartiality of the tribunal - free from bias and discrimination

•  Reasonable access to justice - reasonable schedules, promptness  
    and continuously striving to improve processes

•  Courtesy and consideration for all

•  Openness - our processes are open to public scrutiny and critical
     analysis

•  Cost effectiveness

9

Luther King, Jr.
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Welcome to Judge Toia

Judge Joseph Toia was appointed to the Circuit 

Snyder.  Judge Toia graduated from Wayne State 
University with a Bachelor of Science in Business 

Prior to his appointment, Judge Toia was in private 

of Michigan, a mediator in the Macomb County Circuit Court, a member 
of the Judges United with Students and Teachers program, a member of 
the Michigan Society of Planners, president and chairman of the Italian 

Commission. We are pleased to welcome Judge Toia to the Circuit Court 
Bench.

Welcome to FOC 
Administrator Tom Blohm

Thomas Blohm was appointed as the Macomb 
County Friend of the Court Administrator on April 
13, 2015.  Prior to his appointment, Tom worked for 

2000, Tom was appointed by former Chief Judge Peter Maceroni as the 
Enforcement Division Director for the FOC.  Tom is a graduate of Michigan 

partnerships with employment services and has always been a strong 

Tom Blohm

W
A

T

T Bl h

Judge
Joseph Toia
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16th Judicial Circuit Court, Macomb County Probate 
Court, and 42nd District Court, Divisions I and II, 

appointed to the Circuit Court Bench on April 

Previously, Judge Foster was a District Judge at 
the 41-B District Court, serving Mount Clemens and the Townships 

from Alma College, where he served as a member of the Board of 

Prior to his appointment to the Bench in 1990, Judge Foster worked as 

County.  Among many other achievements, Judge Foster implemented 

Member at Peace Presbyterian Village in Clinton Township.

Judge
John C. Foster
J d



Probate Court
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Macomb County Probate Court Mental Divison.
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Probate Court 
Judges

Assigned to Family
Division of Circuit Court
http://circuitcourt.macombgov.org/
CircuitCourt-KathrynGeorge

Kathryn A. George
Judge

Presiding Judge
Probate
http://probatecourt.macombgov.
org/ProbateCourt-CarlMarlinga

Carl J. Marlinga
Judge

The Mental Division

to involuntary commitments for psychiatric treatment and 

The Wills & Estates Division 

proceedings concerning the validity, 

of rights involving trusts, trustees and 

guardianships and conservatorships.

The Macomb County Probate Court 
handles two main areas of law: the Mental 
Division and the Wills & Estates Division. 



42nd District Court
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42nd District 
Court Judges

County, with separate divisions located in Romeo and New 

less.  The District Court also handles garnishments, landlord-

where the maximum penalty does not 

District Court conducts arraignments and 

with the District Court judges determining 

the accused over to Circuit Court for trial.  
The 42nd District Court also includes a small 
claims division for civil cases where the 
amount in controversy is less than $5,000, 

order to expedite the handling of the case.

Presiding District Judge

http://districtcourt.macombgov.org/
DistrictCourt-DenisLeDuc

Denis R. LeDuc
Judge

District Judge

http:// districtcourt.macombgov.
org/DistrictCourt-WilliamHackel

William H. Hackel
Judge

42nd District Court 

located in Romeo.
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Department

Court Administrator
Jennifer Phillips

Circuit Court, Macomb County Probate Court 
and 42nd District Court personnel and business 

Specialty Court Services, Finance, Family Counseling 
Service, Friend of the Court, Research Department, 

The Caseload Division manages and tracks the progress of a case from 

Caseload Division

Specialty Court Services oversees the Adult Felony Drug Court, the 



Department
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have been brought before  the Court.  Services are rendered upon 
referral order of the Court and provided by an independent contractor.  

The Friend of the Court (FOC) assists the Family Division of the Court.  

Friend of the Court

Finance Department
• Judicial Aide Division

ordered to repay fees assessed for court-appointed counsel, 

hearings, income tax garnishments, driver’s license suspensions, bench 
warrants, and orders to remit prisoner funds.

•  Reimbursement Division
 

The Reimbursement Division assists the Juvenile Division in 
reimbursement of court ordered assessments and the cost of care and 
service for youths in juvenile cases.  The Reimbursement Division is 
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Department

Research Department

The Juvenile Division handles cases related to juvenile 

parental waivers, and oversees the juvenile drug court.  The 
Juvenile Division consists of a legal department, diversion 

Juvenile Division

County Circuit and Probate Courts.  The IS Division acts as a liaison with 

advocate and implement court technology projects to enhance the 

systems such as case management, e-Filing and video conferencing.  
The IS Division prepares training and procedure manuals and other 

policies and procedures.  

Michigan and Macomb County.

The IS Division also maintains and updates the Court websites, produces 

Court.



Highlights
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Highlights
two new judgeships for the 16th Judicial Circuit Court.  The Supreme Court 
conducts studies biannually of all state courts to determine judicial need.  
In recent years, the vast majority of courts were found to have more judges 
than necessary.  Contrary to this trend, Macomb County has consistently 

judgeships for the 16th Judicial Circuit Court.  The Macomb County 

unanimously approved the seats on October 22.  One of the new 

and the returning judgeship in 2017, will each be given separate slots 
on the ballot.  

The 16th Judicial Circuit Court, including the Juvenile Division and 

new courtrooms, a secure prisoner tunnel in the basement, a new jury 

located next to the Courthouse and connected by an underground tunnel, 
is being renovated to house the Juvenile Division and Friend of the Court 

to those preparing 
themselves for court.

Old County Building 
West Entry Corridor 
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Highlights

For the third year in a row, the Court has partnered with the Macomb 
Cultural and Economic Partnership (MCEP) to provide law students 
from the People’s Republic of China with some in-depth exposure 

Court orders.  FOC began to develop procedures to streamline the review 

the opportunity to modify their State-owed arrearages through several 
programs.  Customer service remained on the forefront as FOC looked for 

plan is for the Enforcement Division to be on the second and third 

this move.  

together at the 
Juvenile Division’s 
community garden

celebrate program 
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Highlights
Business Court 

for the Circuit Court’s Business Court.  Qualifying court commercial 
and business disputes are assigned to the Business Docket, where the 
amount in controversy exceeds $25,000.  The judges of the Macomb 

Adult Drug Court

Judicial Circuit Court using 2014 data.  This report provided 
recidivism rates for the Adult Drug Court, which showed remarkable 
improvements in recidivism for our Drug Court graduates, as 
compared with both a control group from our own Court, and with 

an 11.0% recidivism rate, compared to a state drug court average of 
21.6% and a control group from our Court (not involved in Drug Court) 

 

civil case types and added the remaining Civil/Criminal 

Faunce, Judge James Maceroni and Judge Joseph Toia are 

 

 

Judge James M. 
Biernat, Jr. at a Drug 



Highlights

 

Day

 

Digital court recording is present in eleven courtrooms across the Circuit, 

circuitcourt.macombgov.org/circuitcourt-video.  There is no fee to view 
these recordings.  A list of video courtrooms is available on the webpage.  

recording video playback using a personal device is prohibited.

 

the community about the many children in the foster care system who 

Video Conferencing
 

Video Conferencing technology is now available in every courtroom at 
the Circuit, Probate and District Courts.  Each courtroom has a PolyCom 
Video Conference device and a 70 inch display or projector.  The Court 

technology should be directed to the judge assigned to the case.  A 
test call will have to be performed before the hearing and the internet 

Court Appointments

the Criminal Indigent lists when they have been selected to 
receive an appointment.  The email contains a link to an online 

can electronically select the appointment and view their last 

when they are next in priority to receive a Court appointment.  

public calendars were also created to manage Juvenile Court 

24
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Teacher’s Pet
In 2015, the Juvenile Division of the Circuit Court and 
Macomb County Animal Control collaborated with the 

program that pairs at-risk youth with hard-to-adopt shelter 

shelter dogs more adoptable. 

Court-involved youth were matched with dogs from Macomb 
County Animal Control for a ten week training program.  

and worked with animal behaviorists from the Teacher’s 
Pet program.  The youth learned about dog body language, 

the kids worked with their assigned dog on basic obedience 

their coping skills.  It was also an opportunity for the kids to give back 
to their community.  We would like to thank Teacher’s Pet and Macomb 

kids to make this 
program a success.

Highlights

Because of the 

taught basic skills to 
increase the chances 

6 dogs that the kids 

home. 



Clerk of the Court
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Clerk of 
the Court
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improving service.

Most court customers wait 10 minutes or less to 
be served by the Macomb County Clerk.  But you 
don’t even have to wait that long, if you make 
an appointment!  Visit fastpass.macombgov.org, 
schedule your visit, and be called next in line at 

members may use one of four counter express 
-

cate you are an MCBA member at the clerk’s kiosk, 

who may need extra assistance.

The Macomb County Clerk accepts credit cards 

cards and even get receipts via text or email, 
making it easy for customers to retrieve proof of 
payment. 

Request documents via fax or internet

our Web page.

Overnight delivery
When you need court documents in a hurry, you 
may get them via next day delivery, as long as you 
pay the delivery fee. Simply use the online order 
form.

All civil cases and DM cases are now electronic 

Court docket entries available online
The Macomb County Circuit Court case index and 

list and public death records index is searchable 
on the Internet.

Wireless internet 
Free wireless Internet service is currently available 
throughout the Macomb County Court Building.

PPO Assistance Center
With the help of Turning Point, a Personal Protec-

people with court forms and the legal process.  It 

building.

Jurors are fresh, thanks to our new one-day/
one-trial system.  New jurors arrive every day and 
serve whichever is longer (one day or one trial).  

money.

Bus rides, books and pagers for jurors
Jurors get a free ride from home to court and 
back, at no cost to the county budget, thanks to 
partnerships with Uber and SMART. Jurors also 
can get library books, videos and audio books 
delivered, thanks to a partnership with the Mount 

with downtown businesses, jurors get restaurant-
style pagers to wait outside, or enjoy a cup of cof-

to a courtroom. We even pay jurors in cash the 
same day they serve!

Search all the text of real estate documents, and 

macombgov.org

Macomb County Clerk / Register of Deeds Car-

clerk.macombgov.org 
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Macomb County Court Room.



16th Judicial Circuit Court
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Caseload

Adoption, , Appeals/Writs, 
,

Civil, , 

Criminal, , 

Domestic,
,

Juvenile, , 

Misc. Family, 
,
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Adoption 303 244 236 186 177
Appeals/Writs 434 607 574 304 261
Civil 4371 4337 4465 4160 3692
Criminal 4990 4859 5153 5188 4859
Domestic Relations 5810 5481 5315 5609 5670
Juvenile 3646 3210 2904 2619 2691
Misc. Family 2420 2509 2173 2189 2316

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000
16th Judicial Circuit Dispositions

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Adoption 338 239 212 210 163
Appeals/Writs 448 641 493 306 250
Civil 4339 4241 3957 4037 3758
Criminal 4518 4578 4729 4681 4565
Domestic Relations 5469 5050 5203 5399 5733
Juvenile 3270 2859 2700 2479 2617
Misc. Family 2406 2414 2081 2131 2243

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000
16th Judicial Circuit 
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Court Clearance Rates

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 97.0% 94.0% 112.0% 98.0% 104.0%
Incoming 449 645 513 310 250
Outgoing 434 607 574 304 261

90.0%

95.0%

100.0%

105.0%

110.0%

115.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Appeals/Writs Total

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 97.0% 98.0% 108.0% 98.0% 95.0%
Incoming 4511 4406 4152 4251 3899
Outgoing 4371 4337 4465 4160 3692

90.0%

95.0%

100.0%

105.0%

110.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Civil Total

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 104.0% 100.0% 103.0% 104.0% 99.0%
Incoming 4822 4837 5019 5012 4887
Outgoing 4990 4859 5153 5188 4859

90.0%

95.0%

100.0%

105.0%

110.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Criminal Total
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Court Clearance Rates

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 103.0% 105.0% 99.0% 101.0% 97.0%
Incoming 5651 5200 5351 5552 5818
Outgoing 5810 5481 5315 5609 5670

90.0%

95.0%

100.0%

105.0%

110.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Domestic Relations Total

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 111.0% 104.0% 100.0% 98.0% 97.0%
Incoming 3270 3092 2908 2660 2781
Outgoing 3646 3215 2895 2617 2689

90.0%
95.0%

100.0%
105.0%
110.0%
115.0%
120.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Juvenile Total

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 90.0% 102.0% 111.0% 89.0% 109.0%
Incoming 338 240 213 210 163
Outgoing 303 244 236 186 177

85.0%
90.0%
95.0%

100.0%
105.0%
110.0%
115.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Adoption Total

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 99.0% 101.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Incoming 2435 2471 2175 2183 2314
Outgoing 2420 2491 2173 2189 2316

90.0%

95.0%

100.0%

105.0%

110.0%

16th Judicial Circuit Miscellaneous Family Total



Probate Court 
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The corresponding clearance rate for Probate Court has decreased to 99% 
as compared to the 2014 rate of 100%. 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Civil 41 41 34 42 53
Conservatorships and Protective Orders 386 321 337 390 358
Estates 1908 1834 1964 2077 2079

1044 1065 1267 1317 1305
Judicial Admissions and Mental Commitments 708 1096 1119 1125 1258
Miscellaneous Matters 55 35 27 39 40
Trusts 87 97 100 148 156

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

Macomb Probate 

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Civil 44 39 39 29 44
Conservatorships and Protective Orders 382 323 362 367 331
Estates 1991 1960 2108 2220 2226

1042 1070 1279 1337 1291
Judicial Admissions and Mental Commitments 1164 1151 1190 1160 1326
Miscellaneous Matters 53 37 28 39 40
Trusts 49 42 54 152 137

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

Macomb Probate Dispositions

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rate 98.0% 99.0% 100.0% 100.0% 99.0%
Incoming 4805 4656 5076 5324 5464
Outgoing 4722 4614 5054 5302 5391

90%

95%

100%

105%

110%

Macomb Probate Clearance Rates





Circuit & Probate Courts Financial Report
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Circuit & Probate Courts Financial Report

The revenue collected by the courts increased 5% between 2014 and 2015.  Factors 

received by Friend of the Court.
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rates 99.8% 102.9% 99.9% 100.6% 104.7%
Incoming 8721 8300 7063 7445 7552
Outgoing 8704 8542 7056 7489 7906
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2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Clearance Rates 104.6% 99.7% 101.4% 99.2% 98.8%
Incoming 12524 11450 10954 9975 11655
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Again in 2015, Macomb 
County Courts, which include 
16th Judicial Circuit Court, 
Macomb County Probate 
Court and the 42nd District 
Court, conducted a Public 

survey was held in every 

business and was available 
for a full week.  For the 

showing the vast majority 
of court users are very 

provided by our courts.  For 
the statewide survey results, 

SCAO/Documents/2015%20

Survey.pdf.
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Elected

James L. Carabelli
District 6

District 7

Kathy D. Vosburg
District 8

Fred Miller
District 9

District 12

District 13

David J. Flynn
Board Chair, District 4

Kathy Tocco
Vice-Chair, District 11

Sergeant-at-Arms, District 10

Andrey Dujyz
District 1

District 2

Veronica Klinefelt
District 3

Robert Mijac
District 5

Board of Commissioners

Derek E. Miller
Treasurer

Anthony Wickersham

Mark A. Hackel

Anthony V. Marrocco
Public Works Commissioner

Clerk & Register of Deeds

Macomb County 

Building located 



Judge Carl J. Marlinga
Presiding Probate

Judge Kathryn A. George
Assigned to Family
Division of Circuit Court

Macomb County
Probate Court
21850 Dunham Road 

Mount Clemens, MI 48043

Judge Denis R. LeDuc
Presiding District Judge

Judge William H. Hackel
District Judge

(Division II)
35071 23 Mile Road

(Division I)
14713 33 Mile Road
Romeo, MI 48065

Macomb County
42nd District Court

Prepared by
Department of Planning &
Economic Development

Judge James M. Biernat, Jr.
Chief Judge 
16th Judicial Circuit, Macomb County Probate 
and 42nd District Courts

Chief Judge Pro Tempore
Family Division

Presiding Judge
Civil/Criminal Division
Judge Tracey A. Yokich
Presiding Judge, Family Division

Civil/Criminal Division

Family Division

Civil/Criminal Division
Judge Diane M. Druzinski
Civil/Criminal Division
Judge Kathryn A. Viviano
Civil/Criminal Division
Judge Jennifer M. Faunce
Civil/Criminal Division

Judge James M. Maceroni
Civil/Criminal Division
Judge Joseph Toia
Civil/Criminal Division

16th Judicial Circuit Court
40 North Main Street

Mount Clemens, MI 48043

2016




