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STERLING RELIEF DRAIN 
INTRA-COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD 

AUGUST 14, 2023 
10:30 A.M. 
AGENDA 

NOTE:  THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN PERSON WITH TELECONFERENCE 
OPTION FOR PUBLIC 

Call in Number:  1-224-990-0182 

Access Code:  927 405 823 

Page 

1. Call of meeting to order and roll call

2. Approval of Agenda for August 14, 2023

3. Approval of Minutes for April 10, 2023 3 

4. Public Participation

5. Project Updates / Tree Installation – Jeff Bednar 5 

6. Parking Lot Lease Reassignment - Brian Baker / Jeff Bednar 18 

Motion:    Receive and file.

7. Consideration for approval of invoices (see attached) 31 

8. Financial Report – Bruce Manning 32 

9. Adjourn
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          Candice S. Miller    

 

Public Works Commissioner  
Macomb County         

 
 
 

Memo 
 
To:  Sterling Relief Drain Drainage Board 
 
From:  Jeffrey H. Bednar  

Environmental Resources Manager 
 
Date:   August 9, 2023 
 
Re: Sterling Relief Green Infrastructure Establishment, USFWS Prairie Conversion, and 

SOGL Grant Application for Phase 2 Project Updates 
  
Sterling Relief Green Infrastructure Establishment Update and Tree Installation 
The slopes of the drain in the Phase 1 project area are looking beautiful with a profusion of late 
summer wildflowers. Many pollinators including monarch butterflies are enjoying the bounty. 
The buffer zones are slower to establish with native grasses but they are serving as intended 
and helping to keep mowers out of the pollinator growth however some encroachment and 
dumping of yard waste is still happening. Some noxious and invasive weeds are still competing 
in the bottom of the drain in the bioretention cells. Treatment will occur through the summer 
and the last seeding/planting will occur before the grant period ends October 31, 2023. In the 
past few years, spring and summer has been punctuated with long dry periods and fall has 
been a more efficacious planting time for successful establishment.    
  
This project, funded by the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US EPA), also 
includes fabrication and installation of a series of gate modifications within the underdrain pipe 
to increase the frequency of bioretention inundation to increase stormwater capture. We are 
currently working with a contractor to finalize gate fabrication and expect the gates to be 
installed in September.  At this time, it is not believed that an extension of the grant will be 
necessary. 
 
During the first two weeks of August 2023, Green Macomb funded the purchase of 20 trees to 
help replace some that didn’t survive the initial planting (tree installation is considered match). 
Staff was joined by DNR community forester Lawrence Sobson, who shared tips and 
suggestions for the ongoing health and maintenance of the existing and newly planted trees.   
 
US Fish & Wildlife Service Prairie Conversion 
On July 11, 2023, the final of two treatments was applied to the western 0.8 miles of the 
Sterling Relief Drain before the USFWS contractor installed native prairie grasses and 
wildflower seeds.  Some sprout will be evident before the end of this growing season but most 
will pop up next spring and then establish over the next two to three years.   
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SOGL Grant Application for Sterling Relief Daylighting & Green Infrastructure Retrofit Phase 2 
On behalf of the Sterling Relief Drain Board, staff submitted a full proposal to the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF) for the Sustain Our Great Lakes program (SOGL) requesting 
funds for Phase 2 of the Sterling Relief Daylighting and Green Infrastructure Retrofit Project on 
April 23, 2023.  
 
This second phase of the project extends from the western terminus of the drain west to Mound 
Road for a distance of 1.5 miles and will include habitat creation and bioretention to slow and 
filter the stormwater entering the drain from the 1,610 acre drainshed.  
 
The amount requested from the SOGL grant is $415,500 for a project estimated to be 
$887,250. The most competitive applications have 50% match, which may come from cash and 
in-kind contributions.  Match from federal sources does not count towards the 50% but 
indicates support of the project.  Potential partners and sources of match include: 

• City of Sterling Heights – maintenance access/recreation trail construction 
• Macomb County Planning & Economic Development (MCPED) - cash for plantings 
• Consumer’s Energy Planet Award (administered by MCPED) - trees and native 

plantings 
• US Fish and Wildlife Service - prairie restoration project 

 
As a reminder, the Sterling Relief Drain Drainage Board pledged $50,000 towards the 
completion of Phase 2 of the Sterling Relief Daylighting and Green Infrastructure Retrofit 
project.  
 
The US Fish and Wildlife Service prairie restoration project funders are in support of the 
proposed project and will allow the restoration project to be tailored to complement the 
activities and outcomes. 
 
We anticipate grant award announcements to be forthcoming as the funders previously 
announced the grant project period to begin September 1, 2023.  
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STERLING RELIEF 
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 TREE INSTALLATION 
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STERLING RELIEF 
PRAIRIE GRASS 
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STERLING RELIEF DRAIN 
FENCE REPAIRS 
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STERLING RELIEF 
TREE REMOVAL 
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STERLING RELIEF 
TREE REMOVAL 
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          Candice S. Miller    

 

Public Works Commissioner  
Macomb County         

 
 
 

Memo 
 
To:  Sterling Relief Drain Drainage Board 
 
From:  Brian Baker, Chief Deputy MCPWO   

 
Date:   August 10, 2023 
 
Re: Assumption of Comcast Lease - GLS Automotive  
  
 
GLS Automotive is in discussion with Comcast for the purchase of their site on Van Dyke.  
There is an existing long-term lease agreement between Comcast and the Sterling Relief  
Drainage District for use/lease of the parking lot on the property owned by the drainage district.  
GLS Automotive will continue to honor the existing parking lot lease agreement terms with the  
drainage district.  The original terms of the agreement state the tenant (Comcast) shall have  
the right to transfer, assign and convey all of the tenant’s right and interest in the lease with the  
landlord’s (drainage district’s) consent, which consent shall not be unreasonably withheld.   
 
The district’s attorney has reviewed and approved this lease reassignment agreement which 
the Board Chair has signed.  Language has been added to allow a possible future trail along 
the property should the City be interested in building one.  The City requires special land use 
approval by GLS Automotive for the property and is working with the new owner to ensure 
there are landscape improvements on the property.  Once final approval is granted by the City, 
GLS Automotive will sign the lease agreement.  
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STERLING RELIEF
04.04.23 - 08.08.23

Funding Source Apportionment Manager Vendor Amount Invoice Detail Project Summary  Project Balance 

Sterling Relief Chapter 20
State of MI - 3.29%
Macomb County - 7.79%
Sterling Heights - 88.93%

Baker Aloia & Associates, P.C. 570.00$                  Invoice #29119 - 06.01.23 Assumption of Comcast Lease - May 2023
Bednar Aloia & Associates 1,649.85$               Invoice #29232 - 07.03.23 Assumption of Comcast Lease - June 2023
Bednar Dreamland Wildlife 2,340.00$               Invoice #1341 - 06.03.23 Spraying - Prairie Grass Project
Manning Macomb County Treasurer 2,947.56$               Invoice #23-285 - 05.11.23 Personnel Reimbursement - January - March 2023
Bednar Stantec 9,375.62$               Invoice #2085813 - 05.30.23 Invasive Species - EPA Grant
Stockel Taylor Made Fence 2,675.00$               Invoice #5123 - 05.05.23 Fence Replacement - Road Crossings (3)

Total 19,558.03$             

1
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YTD Trial Balance
Fund: Sterling Relief
As of Fiscal Period: Oct 1, 2022-July 31, 2023

O&M Balance Total
9/30/2022 O&M 7/31/2023

Cash - Operating 225,090 25,976 251,066
Accounts Receivable 0
Assets 0
Liabilities 0
Revenues 43,916 43,916
Expenditures 17,940 17,940
Equity 225,090 251,066
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